Beki’im Bahalacha I

Cup of Wine Used for Birkat Hamazon - Siman 182

XP1T %9 o wer .03DI XYY ,0175 92 PR 90 0% X 1T 0% L7972 Yw 01onn ow ox PaN
QW 0197 Yy W 0Td IMRYAYI Y IR DR .3972% Yobl 1D DI N ANWW)

[ PO 2mwN] 7 ROn”

STBPAY PR L,AYITA TY YW Doanm Anw OX YaR L0330 37 ,7I0p D°anm IR I90n Anw 190X T
anw? ®9Y L2 005% 712 MTY IR 1991w one A1 L9773 NP2A2 1DR DM1ANN W o v
[35 P70 VA5 ;33 P70 1w v b rvaal L1213 TPANM RTI2 %DM 199X

Jvo el LRI D POV ID0TW 2T DY IPDRY L7 LY ID0PY T YY 01D 015 1pnY 01> LY
b5 o yravem 5 pro amen) W12 W P INW IR LTITNN 0T DY Yp0pnn I0RW P w725

another halakha that the cup used for Birkat Hamazon must be full, so it will be necessary

to refill it after spilling some out.'*®

Drinking from
bottle

5) If someone drank directly from a wine bottle or even from a jug full of wine,
the remainder has been rendered pagum. Some Poskim ruled that this is the case

even if someone drank directly from a large barrel, and it is recommended to
observe this stringency and refrain from drinking from such a barrel, even through its

spigot, so that the remainder will not become pagum.

Rectifying
wine that is
pagum

fresh wine to it,'®°

159

6) It is possible to rectify wine that has been rendered pagum by adding a bit of
or simply by adding a bit of water to it. This method is

effective only if the quality of the wine will not be adversely affected by the
mixture, either because the fresh wine matches it or because only a bit is needed. It is

possible to differentiate between the two cases, as pointed
out by the sefer Hiddushei Batra on the Mishna Berura
(pages 74 and 75), it is best to be stringent in this matter
since it is simple and inexpensive to rectify the wine’s status.
This is likewise the ruling of the Halakha Berura (page 312).

158. The Mishna Berura (182:19) added that if only a bit of
the wine was poured out and it still appears fairly full,
no steps would be needed to rectify the cup. Likewise, if the
contents of the cup were poured into a smaller cup, filling it
to its brim, it would not be necessary to rectify the wine.

159. Maran in the Bet Yosef citing Rabbenu Shemuel that

the cup is not disqualified in this case, while Rabbenu
Yeruham ruled that it is. In the Shulhan Arukh, Maran ruled
leniently according to Rabbenu Shemuel, but the Kenesset
Hagedola cited responsa of the Ge’onim who ruled that
the wine is pagum and ruled that their opinion must be ta-
ken into account. Therefore, he concluded, one should re-
frain from drinking from the spigot of a barrel of wine.
Several Aharonim (Mishna Berura, Ben Ish Hai, Kaf Ha-

hayim Sofer) cited the Kenesset Hagedola’s ruling, but this
means only that one should avoid drinking from the barrel’s
spigot, not that the barrel is considered pagum if someone
drank from it. Nevertheless, since the wine can be easily rec-
tified by adding some other wine or water to it, it is best to
rectify it if this happens. This is the conclusion of a lengthy
discussion in the Halakha Berura (page 314).

160. Below in halakha 8, it is explained that if someone

poured a bit of disqualified wine into a bottle of
wine by mistake, the bottle of wine does not become pagum
because the added wine becomes overwhelmed by the larger
amount of wine in the bottle. The Magen Avraham asked
why it is that we do not say the opposite as well. That is,
when a cup of wine is pagum and someone adds a bit of
fresh wine to it, why don’t we say that the added wine is
overwhelmed by the majority of disqualified wine so that
the wine remains pagum?

The Magen Avraham (cited in the Mishna Berura 182:29)
answered that when someone mistakenly pours wine that is
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possible to rectify the wine by adding some other beverage as well, as long as it does not

adversely affect the wine’s quality.'®!

Water that is
pagum

pagum into a bottle of wine, we need the mechanics of bittul
to save the bottle’s status. We can say that since the
majority of the wine in the bottle is not pagum, the portion
of the wine that is pagum does not count; it is nullified by
the majority. In the opposite case, when we have a cup of
wine that is all pagum, our purpose is to rectify it, not to
nullify it. Pouring a bit of fresh wine into the cup rectifies all
the wine it contains, so that once it is rectified there is no
mixture of pagum wine with other wine. See more about this
in the Sha’ar Hatziyun and in the Halakha Berura (page
323).

161. Rectifying with water or other beverages

Maran in the Shulhan Arukh (182:6) ruled that it is
possible to rectify a cup that is pagum by simply adding
water to it. Harav David ben Zimra (cited in Kaf Hahayim
Sofer 182:32), however, ruled that one may use this leniency
only when one has no other wine available. The Halakha
Berura (page 319) ruled that it is best to use wine, but if no
wine is available one may rectify the cup by adding water.

The Piske Teshuvot (page 576) ruled that water is
preferable to other beverages. This is based on the Magen
Avraham (182:11) who first ruled that other beverages
cannot be used to rectify wine but then he reconsidered,
ruling that any beverage that does not impair the wine’s
quality can be used. Although the Aharonim concurred with
this leniency, it is clear that water is preferable to other
beverages.

Revi’it in the utensil from which one pours

The Bayit Hadash, cited in the Kaf Hahayim Sofer
(182:31), ruled that in order to rectify wine that is pagum,
one must add to it from a utensil that contains at least revi’it
of a beverage. Other Aharonim, including the Mishna
Berura, did not mention such a stringency, as pointed out
in the Shemirat Shabbat Kehilkhetah (page 96). The Halakha

7) When someone pours a cup of wine to use for Birkat Hamazon or any other
mitzvah, he may not dilute it with water that is pagum.'®® It goes without

Berura (page 326) testified that the custom is to be lenient in
this matter.

Tap water

Since the Bayit Hadash ruled that one must pour from a
utensil containing at least revi’it, it is possible that he would
rule as well that one cannot rectify wine that is pagum by
pouring water into it from the sink faucet. The Shemirat
Shabbat Kehilkhetah (page 96, footnote 78) remained
undecided about this. On the one hand, a person could
argue that the water pouring from the tap is connected to an
endless source of water, but on the other hand there is no
utensil containing any water at all. In any case, the
Aharonim have testified that the custom is not to observe
this stringency. Therefore, water from any source can be
used to rectify the wine, concurring with the ruling of the
Shemirat Shabbat Kehilkhetah.

Rectifying on Shabbat

The Yeshu'ot Yaakov (182:1) ruled that it is forbidden
on Shabbat to rectify wine that is pagum since it appears to
be an act of repairing. Harav Shelomo Zalman Auerbach,
cited in Shemirat Shabbat Kehilkhetah (Vol. 11, page 96),
explained that the Yeshu'ot Yaakov followed the Poskim
who ruled that one can rectify wine that is pagum only if one
adds a greater amount of fresh wine to it. This appears to be
an act of bittul, which is forbidden on Shabbat. Since we
follow the ruling that it is sufficient to add a tiny bit to the
wine that is pagum, such a rectification is permissible on
Shabbat, just as it is permissible to rinse the cup in
preparation for the mitzvah of Birkat Hamazon.

162. This is the ruling of Maran in the Shulhan Arukh. Even

though it is written there as one of several opinions, it
is nevertheless Maran’s halakhic decision. The Mishna Ber-
ura (182:22) asked why this is so, since logically we should
say that the water poured into the wine becomes battel to
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saying that it is not possible to rectify wine that is pagum by adding a bit of water that is
pagum to it. Disqualified water added to disqualified wine does not add up to wine fit for
a mitzvah. Therefore, one must not attempt to rectify wine that is pagum using water left

over in a cup from which someone drank.

Pouring
pagum wine
into a bottle

8) If someone mistakenly poured wine that is pagum into a bottle of wine, the
bottle of wine remains qualified for use for mitzvot. We rely on the halakhic

principle of bittul, saying that each drop of wine poured into the bottle becomes
battel to the fresh wine in the bottle. Although this is the rule if such a thing happens, one

must not pour wine that is pagum into a bottle of fresh wine.

163

If someone is left with half a cup of wine after performing a mitzvah and the wine is
now pagum, the proper procedure is to pour a bit of fresh wine from the bottle into the
cup, thus rectifying all the wine in the cup. Then it is permissible to pour all the wine in the
cup back into the bottle. This procedure rectifies wine that is pagum according to all the

Poskim.

it and the mixture should remain kosher, not pagum. As ex-
plained in the following halakha, if someone mistakenly
pours wine that is pagum into a bottle of wine, the bottle is
not disqualified since the wine poured into it is battel to
the wine already in the bottle. Why is this case any different?
To answer this question, the Mishna Berura explains that this
ruling applies only in a case where the undiluted wine is so
strong that people cannot drink it without first diluting it.
In such a case, we cannot say that the water poured into it
is battel to the wine since the water changes it into a potable
beverage. Thereforem the mixture is considered pagum.

163. The principle of bittul works in this case only if there

is more fresh wine in the bottle than the amount of
wine being poured into it. If the wine that is pagum has
more volume than the fresh wine in the bottle, we do not
say that it becomes battel. In that case, all the wine in the
bottle would be considered pagum. This is the ruling of
the Magen Avraham (182:9), the Mishna Berura (182:28)
and the Kaf Hahayim Sofer (182:27).

The Ture Zahav ruled that we can utilize the principle of
bittul only if the wine that is pagum is poured into the bottle
bit by bit but not if it is dumped in all at once. The Magen
Avraham insisted that this leniency applies in any case,
pointing to a similar halakha regarding non-Jewish wine.
The Mishna Berura (Sha’ar Hatziyun) decided in favor of
the Magen Avraham’s ruling and explained his decision.

In a case where the wine that is left pagum in the cup has
a greater volume than the wine in the bottle and someone
dumps the wine all at once into the bottle, all the wine in the
bottle is pagum. If someone pours the wine from the cup
into the bottle bit by bit, however, each bit of wine becomes
battel to the fresh wine as it mixes with it. In the end all the
wine in the bottle will be considered fresh. Even so, this
procedure should not be used. If there is already more wine
in the bottle than in the cup, than even if someone pours the
wine in the cup all at once into the bottle all the wine will be
considered fresh. This is the ruling of the Halakha Berura
(page 318).






