Beki’im Bahalacha 7

Changing Locations During Meals - Siman 178
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Definition of ‘“Changing Locations”

Going outside  11) All the Poskim agree that if someone goes outside the building where he is
thebullding - oating or exits his house into another house he has changed locations regarding

these halakhot. As stated above in halakhot 3, 7 and 8, the rules of changing
locations do not apply when someone eats bread or any of the ““Seven Species,” but they
apply when someone eats ordinary fruits or drinks beverages. If someone was eating
ordinary fruits and went outside, he must recite another blessing to resume eating when he
returns inside.”’

Going outsite ~ 12) According to some Poskim, even if someone steps outside of the house for a
for one moment he is considered to have changed locations. Even if he returns to his

place immediately to resume eating or drinking, he must recite another
blessing. Other Poskim ruled that it is considered a case of changing locations only if the
person remains away long enough for it to appear as if he has shifted his attention to
activities other than this session of eating or drinking (hesah hada’at).

In practice, we must apply the principle of safek berakhot lehakel. Certainly, everyone
should do his best to avoid exiting the house even for a moment during his meal, in
deference to the first opinion. If someone did step outside momentarily and then returned
to eat or drink, however, he must not recite another blessing in deference to the second
opinion. This is certainly applicable if he stepped outside in order to bring something
needed for continuing his meal. The rules of “changing locations” come into play only

77. At some party halls, the guests often wander from the explained that this situation can be compared to that of
dining hall to the garden patio with drinks or hors those who eat while walking down the road, and the rules
d’oeuvres. Below in the footnote to halakha 22, it was of changing locations do not apply.
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when someone stays away long enough to make it appear that there was a hesah hada’at
from eating or drinking. Only in such a case does it become necessary to recite another
blessing to resume eating or drinking.”®

13) If someone moves from one room to another within the same house, it is
not necessary for him to recite another blessing to resume eating or drinking.
That is, even if he eats ordinary fruits or drinks beverages in one room and then
moved to another room, even on another floor, he is not considered to have changed
locations. This is so even if he did not originally plan to move to another room while
eating or drinking, and it applies even if it is not possible to see the first room from the
second room. Although some Poskim disagreed with this, we follow the cardinal principle

Going to
another room

of safek berakhot lehakel.”

78. The Mishna Berura (preface to Siman 178, and in 178:2)

stated emphatically that a person loses his connection
with his session of eating or drinking immediately upon
stepping outside even if he returns immediately. Harav Yaa-
kov of Emden (Mor Uktzi'a) rejected this ruling firmly,
however, claiming that it comes from trying to decide hala-
kha directly from the Shulhan Arukh without studying the
Talmudic sources for the halakha. He insisted that the rules
of changing locations apply only if someone goes to where
he can no longer see the location where he had been eating
or drinking and stays away for a while. If someone returns
after a moment to his place he cannot be considered to have
changed locations, especially if he was in view of his first lo-
cation the entire time. Likewise, if a friend calls someone
outside to speak just outside his door, it is not considered
a change of location unless they got involved in a lengthy
conversation.

The Halakha Berura (Otzerot Yosef #5) brought support
for the second opinion from the Ritba (commentary to
Sukkah 45b) who wrote that “if someone goes outside to
speak with his friend and intends to return immediately, it is
not considered an interruption [of his eating].” Maran the
Rishon Letziyon likewise cited this passage in Halikhot

Olam (Vol. 11, footnote on page 40), and he added that this
is likewise the ruling of the responsa Pe’ulat Tzaddik (Vol.
11, #30). See the Piske Teshuvot (page 535).

The Pekudat Elazar (Siman 178) expressed his amaze-
ment at the decision of the Mor Uktzi’a and insisted that it
appears that Maran ruled that these rules apply even when
the person changed locations momentarily. Changing loca-
tions means to go outside, and once a person has gone
outside he is subject to all the rules of “changing locations.”
This mirrors the ruling of the Mishna Berura.

In practice, we must avoid leaving the place where we
are eating or drinking even for a moment, but if someone
does step outside momentarily he must not recite another
blessing, based on the principle of safek berakhot lehakel.

79. In the Bet Yosef, Maran ruled that when someone

moves from one room to another, even in the same
house, the rules of “‘changing locations” apply. Several
Aharonim concurred with this, including the Magen Avra-
ham (178:4), the Kaf Hahayim Sofer (178:2) and the Ben
Ish Hai (parashat Beha'alotekha halakha 4). The truth is
that the Ben Ish Hai contradicted himself, first stating that
as long as the person began eating intending to move to
the second room, he may do so and it is not considered




Beki’im Bahalacha 7

Changing Locations During Meals - Siman 178

YT XD DX .0°pOIDR NPIYAnD 0137 XYW 75 ,INR AV MIPR NIWY RW PR 7NN
77 71397 10p% T AR eas nemo asvn wea L7372 NYWA 39000 10

NITAT ITIAY INNAY PIN RROW LAMWD 22D P12 10,00 1IN0 AR pin aroye T
7772 MR 9T 7T 72V 19°DRY TN TR 0Ipn MWD 2w ,NAR 33 DR DD XM

SIUR 3 DON RIW 90 ,770° IR RIPD WM ,NIAR APIPA X7 IPDR L,NINR MYyaa
I WY MR Ma% 010N NIRRT TINY XY DPWA NPIWI NITD NYOR YEHR2 OX 199
1 0y 12130 TN 1P my 3 sy o) WIRT INPOR DY 720 R LINDOR QW PURNY IR I0IPNY

Snow An Sy 15w 772”RY 13nd 7IYn

e O<——

One should avoid moving from room to room in order to avoid a situation where some
Poskim ruled that another blessing is necessary. If someone has intentions when he begins
eating to move to other rooms while he eats, however, it is permissible to move to another

room.®" See below in halakha 18.

Going out to
the stairwell

14) If someone begins eating inside an apartment and then he goes out to the
stairwell, it is considered like moving from one room to another. Even if he

moves to another apartment in that building, whether on the same floor or on a
different floor, it is considered the same as moving from room to room since he remains
under the same roof. Therefore, if someone was eating ordinary fruits or drinking a
beverage and he went out to the stairwell or to a neighbor’s apartment, it is unnecessary
for him to recite another blessing to resume eating or drinking, whether in the second
location or if he returns to the first location. If he chooses to recite another blessing in
these cases, however, there is a sound basis in the halakha to justify it.%'

changing locations. Later in the same halakha, he wrote that
it is considered changing locations even if the person in-
tended all along to move to the second room. Maran the
Rishon Letziyon (Halikhot Olam Vol. 11, page 39) dealt
with this contradiction and suggested a resolution for it.

The Mishna Berura (Bi'ur Halakha) remarked that it is
very difficult to obserive this halakha if we follow the
opinion of the Magen Avraham and very few people observe
it in practice. He then demonstrated that the Maggid Mishne
explained that according to Rambam moving from one
room to another is not considered changing locations at all.
This, he continued, is likewise the opinion of the author of
Halakhot Gedolot, Rabbenu Hanan’el, Rabbenu Yitzhak
Alfasi and other Rishonim.

Based on this, the Mishna Berura concluded that people
should attempt to avoid moving from one room to another
while they are eating unless they had intended to do this
when they began eating. If someone did move from one
room to another despite not having such intentions, he must
not recite another blessing to resume eating, based on the

principle of safek berakhot lehakel. Maran the Rishon
Letziyon (Halikhot Olam Vol. 11, page 39) cited this Bi'ur
Halakha and expressed his wonder that the Ben Ish Hai did
not rule the same. The Halakha Berura (Otzerot Yosef pages
32 and 33) likewise concurred with the Bi'ur Halakha.

80. Below in the footnote to halakha 18, it is recommended

that people always have in mind when they begin eating
that they might move to another room. In this way, people
can avoid situations of doubt. In the footnote to halakha 22,
it is suggested that people who snack at home, beginning in
the kitchen and continuing in other rooms in the house,
might have the status of people walking down the road
and eating, and the rules of changing location do not apply
to them.

81. The Or Letziyon (Vol. II, page 106) ruled that as long

as the person remains under the same roof, even if he
moves from one apartment to another, whether on the
same floor or a different floor, it is considered like moving
from one room to another. This is likewise the ruling of
responsa Betzel Hahokhma (Vol. V1 #70), responsa Mishne




