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The Blessing of Wine for Other Beverages - Siman 174
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Grape juice

other beverages.'

After tasting
kiddush wine

9) If someone recites bore peri hagefen over grape juice, it likewise covers all

10) It is common to serve refreshments to the congregation after the morning
prayers when there is a celebration in the synagogue such as that of a newlywed

groom, either in a side room of the synagogue or in the groom’s home. The
cantor recites kiddush on a cup of wine and then passes the cup around for everyone to
taste. Whoever tastes the wine does not have to recite any blessing on any other beverages
served, whether soft drinks like orange juice or hard drinks like whiskey. All these
beverages are covered by the blessing of bore peri hagefen recited during kiddush as long
as the person tasted the wine as if he recited the blessing himself. Anyone who did not
taste the wine must recite the blessing of shehakol nihya bidvaro when drinking any
beverage even though he listened to the kiddush in order to fulfill the mitzvah of kiddush.
If the people begin a genuine meal with bread after kiddush, no one has to recite any
blessing on the beverages whether or not one tasted the wine, as will be explained below in

halakha 16.

Regarding the

blessing after

drinking 50
drank.

If the person had only a single cup of wine, then his
blessing could cover only beverages that were in his presence
when he recited the blessing of bore peri hagefen or those he
planned at that time to drink. If so, those beverages have
already been covered and even after he makes up his mind
to drink no more wine it is unnecessary to recite a blessing
for those other beverages.

19. The sefer Vezot Haberakha (page 267) cites Harav Yo-

sef Shalom Elyashiv who ruled that when someone re-
cites bore peri hagefen for grape juice his blessing does not
cover any other beverage. Maran the Rishon Letziyon (Ha-
zon Ovadya, footnote on page 74) refuted this ruling, ar-

11) If someone drank less than revi’it of wine and then drank revi’it of water, he
must afterward recite the blessing of bore nefashot rabot for the water he

guing that without any doubt grape juice has the same
status as wine regarding this halakha. He cited Rashi (com-
ment to Berakhot 42a) who explained that the reason why
wine is special is because it is called for on special occasions
such as kiddush and havdala, even when no one would have
drunk it otherwise. Since grape juice can be used on those
occasions, it is just as special as wine. In responsa Yehave
Da’at (Vol. 11, #35), he proved that one may use even pas-
teurized grape juice for these purposes.

20. Our Sages taught that whenever someone eats a
combination of two foods, he is to recite a blessing
on the main food (ikar) and no blessing on the subordinate
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Water and
then wine

12) If someone drank revi’it of water first and afterward he drank revi’it of
wine, the Poskim debated whether or not the blessing of me’en shalosh can

cover the water he drank. Some ruled that he must first recite the blessing of
bore nefashot rabot and then the blessing of me’en shalosh. In practice, we follow the

principle of safek berakhot lehakel.

Drinking after
changing one’s
mind

13) If someone recited a blessing on a cup of wine, decided that he wished to
drink no more than that cup and later on changed his mind and wished to

drink some water, he must recite the blessing of shehakol nihya bidvaro.
Afterward, however, he does not need to recite the blessing of bore nefashot rabot. The
blessing of me’en shalosh covers the water even in such a case.

Only one cup
of wine
available

14) If someone has only one cup of wine, he should not drink it during the
meal. He should use it for the mitzvah of Birkat Hamazon and drink it

afterward. This is true only if three people ate together and they are going to
recite Birkat Hamazon with a zimun. If someone ate alone, however, he does not have to
use a cup of wine for Birkat Hamazon. He may drink the wine during his meal.

food (tafel). This applies to the blessing recited before eat-
ing the food and the blessing recited afterward. Maran in-
cluded this halakha in the Shulhan Arukh Siman 212. One
example given is a person who wishes to eat an anchovy,
but since it is so salty he eats a chunk of bread along
with the fish. He is to recite the blessings over the fish
(ikar) and he does not recite any blessing over the bread
(tafel).

Maran the Rishon Letziyon (responsa Yabia Omer Vol.
VII, #32) was asked about a case where the anchovy is
smaller than kazayit but the chunk of bread eaten with it is
kazayit or more. In this case he cannot recite bore nefashot

rabot after eating the fish — it is too small. Must he then
recite Birkat Hamazon for the bread?

After some discussion, Maran the Rishon Letziyon ruled
that in this case it is necessary to recite Birkat Hamazon for
the bread even though it is the tafel. He then added that the
same applies when drinking wine and other beverages. The
other beverages are considered rafel to the wine, which is ikar.
If someone drinks revi’it of wine and recites the blessing of
me’en shalosh, that blessing will cover all the other beverages
as well. If he drinks less than revi’ir of wine and does not
recite that blessing, it is then necessary to recite bore nefashot
rabot for the other beverages if he drank revi’it of them.
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Sugar cube
with coffee

15) If someone recited the blessing of bore peri hagefen over a cup of wine
intending to drink other beverages as well, but he finds that his coffee is too

bitter and he wishes to eat a sugar cube to sweeten his mouth, he does not need

to recite any blessing on the sugar.”!

Water and Beverages During Meals

Blessing on
water during a
meal

16) If someone drinks water and other beverages during a meal but not wine,
he does not have to recite any blessing for the beverages. They are considered

an integral part of the meal since most people do not eat without drinking
something along with their food. Wine is also an integral part of a meal, but we recite the
blessing of bore peri hagefen over it anyway since our Sages awarded it an exalted status.
No other beverages have such a status and therefore no blessing is needed for them; the

blessing of hamotzi covers them.??

21. Apparently it was once a common practice to eat sugar

after drinking strong, bitter coffee. The Hatam Sofer
(responsa #47) ruled that the sugar is considered tafel to
the beverages. Since he does not need a blessing for the cof-
fee, he does not need a blessing for the sugar either. The Kaf'
Hahayim Sofer (174:6) took issue with this ruling. He
pointed out that there are some Rishonim, notably the Mor-
dekhi, who disagreed with this entire thesis and ruled that
the blessing recited on wine does not at all cover other bev-
erages. While it is true that we follow the ruling of the Shu/-
han Arukh in this matter, logic dictates that we should limit
this dispensation. It is enough that we treat other beverages
as tafel to the wine; we should not treat items that are tafel
to other beverages as rafel to the wine as well. Therefore he
recommended that people make a conscious decision to eat

the sugar as a treat on its own, not as a fafel to the coffee.
Then, they can recite a blessing for the sugar safely.

22. Maran cites three opinions in the Shulhan Arukh and

this one is the first. After citing it as if it is the unani-
mous ruling, he added that some Poskim disagree. This
means that Maran ruled in practice according to the first
opinion. The second opinion is cited later in this halakha,
and the third opinion is that it is necessary to recite the bles-
sing of shehakol each time one interrupts his eating to take a
drink of water. The logic of the third opinion is that the per-
son drank his fill the previous time and now he drinks to
quench a new bout of thirst.

Maran then recommended that one avoid having to
choose any one opinion by reciting the blessing of shehakol
nihya bidvaro before beginning the meal. In the Bet Yosef he
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