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Treating Food With Respect - Siman 171
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Giving people
food to
animals

10) It is recommended to avoid feeding an animal any food that was made for
people to eat. If one has nothing else with which to feed the animal, however,

one may feed it a food meant for people to eat.
This rule applies only to foods prepared for people to eat. Any raw food that can be
eaten by either people or animals, such as vegetables, may always be fed to animals.

Likewise, one may feed an animal a food cooked especially for it.

Throwing food
at newlyweds

the Rishon Letziyon (Halikhot Olam Vol. 11, page 354)
countered that there is a good basis to permit it, relying
on the ruling of Tosafot (Shabbat 50b). Although this prac-
tice ruins the bread, there is no need to fear that one will be
cursed with poverty because of it. That curse comes upon
someone who treads upon bread, as stated in the Shulhan
Arukh (180:4). Tt does not apply in this case.

299. The Talmud (7a’anit 20a) teaches that Rav Huna ru-

led that it is forbidden to feed an animal food meant
for people. It is likewise forbidden to feed it to birds. The
Eliya Rabba cast a doubt on whether or not the halakha fol-
lows Rav Huna in this matter. The Mahatzit Hashekel com-
promised, stating that if one has nothing else to feed the
animal, everyone agreed that one may feed it food meant
for humans. It could be, the Mishna Berura commented
(171:11), that this is the basis for the common practice of
putting bread out for the birds. The Halakha Berura dis-
cussed this at length, and the halakha presented here follows
his conclusions.

300. Maran wrote in the Shulhan Arukh (171:4) that it is

permissible to throw wine through straws in the pre-
sence of a new bride and groom as a symbol of our hopes
that they have many years of bliss and plenty. Someone
must be ready to catch the wine in another receptacle so
that it does not go to waste.

299

11) Even when throwing foods at a new bride and groom as an expression of
joy and as a symbol of hope for their success, it is forbidden to throw fruits that
might be ruined by falling on the groun

d.300

Maran added that it is permissible to throw down nuts
and roasted seeds in front of the groom in the summertime
(meaning when there is no chance of rain) since they do not
become muddy [and they can be retrieved and eaten]. In the
rainy season it is forbidden since the nuts will become
muddy. The Mishna Berura explained that although the nuts
are in the shell and the fruit inside does not become soiled,
people are unlikely to want to eat them once the shells are
muddied. It is forbidden to throw baked goods at any time
of the year.

The Mishna Berura mentions a custom of throwing
raisins at a groom on the Shabbat preceding his wedding
when he is called up to read the Torah reading for Maftir
(aufrauf in Yiddish). He disapproved of this custom since
raisins are soft and are likely to become ruined.

The Ben Ish Hai (end of parashat Behar) mentioned that
in Baghdad the custom on the evening before a child’s
circumcision was to prepare an arrangement of tree
branches and flowers as a decoration. A base made of
dough would be prepared and the branches would be
inserted in it. Alternatively, the base would be a sweet lemon
or a pomegranate. However, he complained that these fruits
become ruined when someone pierces them with tree
branches and therefore edible fruits must not be used for
this purpose.
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As above 12) When throwing raw wheat at a new groom, one must take care not to
throw it into mud. Afterward, the wheat must be swept away so that people do
not trample on it. Nowadays, it is common to throw candies when there is a celebration in
the synagogue. Everyone must take care not to cause the destruction of edible foods and
avoid throwing the candies into places where they will be soiled and ruined. Afterward,
the candies must be collected so that no one tramples on them inadvertently. It is highly
recommended that only candies wrapped in paper or plastic wrap be thrown.

Food Under  13) The Ru’ah Hayim Palachi cited the Shorshe Hayam warning that we should
not place any food or beverages under the table during a meal. If someone does
this, he explained, it might invite evil forces to occupy the space under the table. This is an
issue while eating a meal, but at other times there is nothing wrong with storing food or
beverages underneath a table. The evil forces are present only while people eat at the
table. Even if someone places food under a table during a meal, the food remains
unquestionably permissible and may be eaten.

the Table




