Beki’im Bahalacha 7

The Steward - Siman 169

s DD D o
MR WRYR N9

vop no el TR WHWY MMM Y TX 1% aRD DIRM 07712 WUW OIRT DY PRoanw 127 90 LN
12 WW 2TW 23BN foop o nsvn mea LT P 901 12 100 TR 0200 713 19 IR IPDRT e
927 1% 0% PPDOMY 2 proameny LM 12 AN PRI 12 ARN XA L1PID DYIIRWD DIRD P M

npro ovl JIDYT DAWNND 1712 90,03

MIRW ARTIWD RIT WOIN AT 03 D7OYT L, Y PRV 927 DR LT 12 jn0h niTon N
(1 970 2own 0wyl L2DIR IR RITY DW9DIR DOWIN

ce Siman 169 o

The Steward

Offering a
portion to the
steward

1) Whenever someone is served a tantalizingly savory food, he must
immediately offer some of it to the steward who served it. If he serves

several such foods, the recipient must give him some of each one. Since the
food has a mouthwatering aroma, it could be physically harmful to someone who watches
others eating it without receiving at least a taste for himself. Once he has sampled it, it is

no longer harmful.

As an act of piety, the person being served should give the steward a bit of his food
even if it does not have that much of an aroma. In any case it is painful to watch others

eating when one is incapable of joining them.

263. Our Sages taught this in Ketubot 6la. The Shulhan

Arukh (170:3) explained that each person who is eat-
ing is obligated to leave over a bit of his food in his plate as
the steward’s portion. That halakha, however, applies to
food that does not have an aroma and therefore it is not ne-
cessary to give the steward his portion immediately. It is ne-
cessary only to set aside a portion of each food for him at
the end of the meal. If a food has a tantalizing aroma, it
is necessary to give some to the steward immediately.

The Talmud relates that Avuha bar Ihi and Minyamin
bar Thi ate together, and one brother gave the steward a
sample of each food served while the other gave him a
sample of only one of the foods served. As a consequence,
Eliyahu the Prophet spoke to the first brother but not to the
other. What happened was that one brother gave the
steward a sample of every food immediately at the
beginning of the meal, even from those foods that had no

263

particular aroma. This act of piety earned him the right to
communicate with the Prophet Eliyahu. The other brother
gave the steward a sample of one food at the beginning of
the meal since that food had a savory aroma. He did not
give a sample of the other foods to the steward until the end
of meal. This was alright according to the halakha, but it
lacked the element of piety displayed by his brother. The
slight pinge of discomfort felt by the steward because he had
to wait to receive his portion was enough to prevent the
Prophet Eliyahu from communicating with that brother.

Non-Jewish steward

The Halakha Berura (page 1) stated that this halakha
applies to a Jewish steward only, but he did not cite any
source for this ruling. The Peri Megadim (Eshel Avraham
169:1) cited Maran in the Kesef Mishne stating that this
halakha applies to a steward who is an eved kena'ani.
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Advance 2) If someone hires a steward, he can tell him from the beginning, “Whenever
permission you serve me an aromatic food, you have my permission to taste it before
serving me.”” Once he has given this blanket permission to the steward, it is not necessary
to actually offer him a taste of the food when he serves it.

When the 3) These halakhot apply to a steward whose job is to remain standing in service
seard 52 of those eating, without eating along with everyone else. If the steward is

invited to sit at the table and eat with everyone else, it is not necessary to give
him any sample of the food he serves. Accordingly, in those establishments where the
practice is to permit the steward to eat a portion of the foods he serves, it is not necessary
for those to whom he serves to give him any portion. The steward will come to no harm
since he is aware that he will be able to eat his portion soon enough.

The cook 4) The halakha requiring one to allow the steward to sample the foods he serves

applies to the cook as well, even though he does not serve the food. In fact, this
applies even to someone who is neither a cook or a steward, but who happens to be
present while the aromatic food is being served. Those who are eating must offer him a
taste of that food to spare him the danger inherent in being denied it. This might be the
source for the practice common in Jewish homes that if someone enters a home while the
people are eating they invite him to join them.

Saliva of 5) If someone smells an aromatic food and craves it, but he is incapable of
cravings getting any of it to eat, he must make sure not to swallow the saliva that

gathers in his mouth because of that craving. Swallowing that saliva could be a
health hazard. He must therefore spit it out instead.




