Beki’im Bahalacha 6

Hatzitza - Siman 161

MOND Yoysy mwpay

PR ,¥2¥2 NI2Y2I%R PR P3Iw O¥aR 11301 ,TH0 NI1DYoYn omTw MY RIw aoRYn CYya
o xop po wrel LT DY TBRAY 07T PRW 11D ,MWAn 12 W IDXY ,A%RD PP Yyw vaxn

IPR L PNIVARR DY W T YW mwnn we 19°DR L0700 D10 1331 L3I0 ANDW nY PN R
LOORIDN ,0°9MIN L, 02ARP DU LT 99931 v  pro amenl T 9V TOPAR 1397 PR AW L PRIN

JIORDP VPV IRWY ,Dp7100In

X Yax ,7TERPHD APRY LIYR”D T IRY L,1PDNIVARR DIYN DY NRYNI A%INIw X1 77 5o
PRV 2177w XIT PPIT 0 ,TDpn IPRW RW ,1°ANAY WY PRIVAER 277 DR 700N vaxn

[73 P70 190 A 0w e, pro amwn) LTXIT 7TDPR

Painters and Other Workers

Hands stained
with paint,
blood, ink

18) Laborers such as housepainters invariably have paint or other substances
on their hands all the time. Since it can be difficult or time-consuming to

remove the substances completely, these people simply go about their days
without bothering to clean these substances off their hands. This being the case, for these
people the paint or other substance on the hands does not constitute a hatzitza even if it

forms a layer on the skin.

Likewise, a scribe who spends hours each day writing tefillin or mezuzah parchments or
Torah scrolls is almost certain to have his scribal ink staining his fingers. Since it is
difficult to remove it completely he is used to having stained fingers and the ink does not
constitute a hatzitza even if it forms a layer on his skin.

This halakha applies as well to a shohet, a mohel, a butcher, a mechanic, and other such
professionals. However, it applies only when the substance covers less than half the
surface of his fingers so that it can be considered a case of a hatzitza that covers only a
minor portion of the person’s hand and he does not mind it remaining there permanently.
If it covers more than half the surface area of his fingers, even these people must remove it
in order to perform the mitzvah of netillat yadayim. In this case, even though he does not
mind having the substance there permanently, it constitutes a hatzitza since it covers a

majority of the fingers.'*’

125. The source for this ruling is Harav Zalman, cited in

the Bi'ur Halakha. The Haye Adam, however, ruled
that regarding these workers the substance does not consti-
tute a hatzitza even if covers the entire surface of the fingers.
The Bi'ur Halakha remarked that there does not appear to
be a reliable source for such a leniency, but he offered
some justification for it. Perhaps one can argue that our
Sages would permit this type of hatzitza. Normally, if a sub-
stance covers the majority of the surface, our Sages ruled
that it must be considered a hatzitza even if the person
does not mind it remaining there permanently, so that peo-
ple will not come to permit a case when the person does

mind it remaining. In this case, however, no person in this
profession would mind the substance remaining on his fin-
gers and there is no reason to fear this occurrence. Alterna-
tively, it is possible to suggest that for these professionals
the substance on their fingers is part of themselves and it
does not even begin to fit into the category of hatzitza.

Despite these suggestions, the Bi'ur Halakha concluded
that the Haye Adam’s ruling is his own invention; there is
nothing in the writings of the Poskim on which to base it.
Therefore, in the Mishna Berura he cited the ruling of Harav
Zalman only. This is likewise the ruling of the Kaf Hahayim
Sofer (161:25).
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Modern 19) Some Poskim suggested that in our times even the professionals listed in the
e previous halakha do care to clean their hands thoroughly of the paint, ink,

blood or grease staining them. In our times we have cleaning agents that can
remove these substances fairly easily, changing the situation from what it once was. Even
though he might not care to take the time to cleanse his hands thoroughly for his lunch
break, he does care to do so after work in the evening. Therefore, he must remove the
substances from his hands before performing netillat yadayim even during his lunch break.
If a tiny amount of the substance remains on his hands even after a thorough cleansing

and he usually leaves it like that, that bit of substance is not considered a hatzitza.

Dye that
penetrates
skin

20) Dye that penetrates into the skin and does not form a layer on its surface is
not a hatzitza at all,'*® whether it is on the hands of a professional who uses

such dyes or someone else’s hands. The fact that one’s hands are discolored or
dyed does not mean that there is a hatzitza on them. For example, if someone applied
iodine to a wound and it colors the skin around it, it does not constitute a hatzitza since it
does not form a layer on the skin’s surface. Likewise, pen ink is not a hatzitza.

126. Sticky syrups

The Piske Teshuvot (page 389) ruled that if someone’s
fingers are sticky with sugar or honey, it is a hatzitza, and
even if it is on a small area of the fingers’ surface. This is
considered a case where a person does not want the
substance to remain on his fingers permanently. He cited
testimony that the Hazon Ish, after reciting kiddush for
Shabbat, would wash his hands from the drops of wine that
spilled on them before performing netillat yadayim, since the
wine sometimes became sticky on his fingers.

Hand cream

The responsa Shevet Hakehati (Vol. 1, #85) ruled that if
someone’s hands are greasy he may not perform netillat
yadayim. He qualified this ruling, however, stating that this
applies only if there is tangible grease on the fingers. If the
grease is absorbed into the skin it no longer constitutes a

hatzitza. Based on this, he ruled that any thick cream on the
hand constitutes a hatzitza making it impossible to perform
netillat yadayim.

One might argue that a hand cream that has the purpose
of beautifying the skin should not be considered a hatzitza
whatsoever. If this is so, then even a thick layer of hand
cream on the entire hand would not constitute a hatzitza,
based on the rule that any substance used for beautifying
does not constitute a hatzitza. On the other hand, it may be
that this rule applies only if the person would want the
substance to remain in its place permanently, whereas no
one would want a layer of hand cream covering his skin
permanently. This matter needs more research. In practice,
one should clean any such cream from the hands before
performing this mitzvah. See the Piske Teshuvot (page 388)
and the sefer Sha’are Berakha (page 8).




