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In a case where one group of people feel one way about having a substance on their
skin and another goup feels another way, the halakha is determined by each individual’s
feeling. Someone who minds having the substance attached to him permanently must
consider it to be a hatzitza whereas someone who does not mind it may ignore it and
perform netillat yadayim without removing it from his skin.

For example, a painter or artist whose hands are constantly spotted with paint can
perform netillat yadayim without cleaning the paint from his hands. Another person with
similar spots of paint on his hands must consider the paint to be a hatzitza. This will be
explained below in halakha 18.

Fingernails
Long 4) Even if someone’s fingernails are overgrown, they do not constitute a
fingernails

hatzitza for the mitzvah of netillat yadayim as long as they are clean. Regarding
a woman immersing in a mikveh, the custom is to make sure that the
fingernails and toenails are cut short for fear that there might be some dirt stuck
underneath a nail. For the mitzvah of netillat yadayim, however, there is no such custom.
It would be highly impractical to have to trim one’s fingernails daily in order to fulfill the
mitzvah of netillat yadayim.

Rabbenu Shlomo Luria wrote that there is no question that
the individual must remove the substance since he does not
want it to remain on his hands permanently, and this is
clearly the opinion of Rama (gloss to 161:1) since he ruled
that the dirt under the fingernails is not a hatzitza since no
one minds it remaining there, but if someone does mind it he
must remove the dirt from under the nails. The Magen
Avraham (161:6) deduced from this that we must take the
individual’s feelings into consideration. Nevertheless, the
Magen Avraham cited the sefer Pene Yitzhak ruling that
since the Rashba considered this to be a doubt in the

halakha we may rule leniently. This is likewise the ruling of
Harav Zalman (161:3).

In practice, it is proper to be stringent in such a case
since Maran remained undecided about it. This is the ruling
of the Mishna Berura (161:10) and the Kaf Hahayim Sofer
(161:18). The Mishna Berura added, however, that if the dirt
under the fingernails is moist or if it is loose, it is not
necessary to be stringent about it. This is especially so if this
individual did not mind leaving the dirt there all day long
until he decided to perform netillat yadayim.




Beki’im Bahalacha 6

Hatzitza - Siman 161

PP NTI23N 0NN LATRT woik A Awp X 0PI0Ea 1T ovbapnn nyTy apn Pamt e
xan el WNAW TI2 DIWA NI 37V 992 071037 1009 1191 DX (10 novn ooentp e o e LBYIIROTTY

[» pro nrnm

7T %97 ,VIXRT W2 HY NOTIVY AYITA (MDRIW WA TNID ROYW XIT DR L7NDRI nonw 9o LT
DT RHDMIT ANIX POAY TIVI LOIRM DIWH DNIPIY THPAY DIX "1 M I DIWH PN
DM L,PXIN PR WAT TN 77 1292 0 DX VAR 1 o rms 0 9701 pro mun w00 xop o i) L TT270)
AR L7937 X RIT TDPM 0 OXR VAR LAPLIY AT DY 2U1Opn PR U ,TOPR IR 10N M7

ow xp] LIWAT TAD XRIOW
RY forpo v axn 1P i a prenl (P2TI IPRY DIWN ,IWIAT TN IWRW 1YY 1DR Ppn W
197 my w3 o el DY TPDPI DYIWAW AR TP IPR INVY RITW RO 7T YV 0 DIpn W

Nevertheless, the Kabbalists have taught us that the practice of allowing the fingernails
to grow long is damaging to one’s spiritual health. It enables the forces of evil to latch
onto the person’s soul and to leech his spiritual strength. Besides this, it is proper to trim
one’s fingernails each Friday in honor of Shabbat.

Dirt 5) If someone’s fingernails are long enough to protrude further than the ends of
ieemans his fingers and there is dirt attached to the inside of that extended portion of

the nail, it constitutes a hatzitza. This is because most people would not want
this dirt to remain attached to their nails. He must at least remove the dirt before
performing netillat yadayim.

If the dirt is attached to the fingernail at a point within the length of the fingertips,
however, it is not considered a hatzitza. This is because most people do not mind leaving
this dirt where it is; thus it is a substance covering a minor portion of one’s hands that
people do not mind remaining there, which means it is not a halakhic hatzitza. If this
person does mind having this dirt under his fingernail, however, it is a hatzitza and he
must remove it before performing the mitzvah.

Some Poskim ruled that one can be lenient even if there is dirt attached to the fingernail
at a point beyond the end of the fingertip as long as that dirt is not firmly stuck in place. It
is possible to argue that as long as the person does not mind this dirt remaining attached
to his fingernail he may leave it there although most people would mind having it there.'"

115. The plain understanding of the Shulhan Arukh is that
if there is dirt attached to a fingernail in a place that
protrudes beyond the fingertip it is a hatzitza since most
people mind dirt being there, even if this person does not
mind it. This is likewise the explanation offered by the Mis-
hna Berura (161:3).
The Rama commented that it is not customary to bother
cleaning out the mud stuck underneath the fingernails

[within the length of the fingertip] according to the Magen
Avraham (161:5)] since most people do not mind it
remaining there and it covers only a small portion of
one’s hand. If this person does mind it, however, he should
make sure to remove the hatzitza before performing this
mitzvah. If the dirt is attached at a point beyond the length
of the fingertips, it certainly constitutes a hatzitza since most
people mind the dirt being there. The Ben Ish Hai (parashat
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Nevertheless, it is certainly best to avoid such questions and always keep one’s fingernails
cut short. In this way, one avoids any questions regarding his performance of the mitzvah
of nmetillat yadayim. Besides, this is certainly the preferred practice according to the

Kabbalah as explained above.

Dough on
fingernails

Kedoshim halakha 24) and the Kaf Hahayim Sofer (161:13)
both concurred that any dirt attached to the fingernail
beyond the length of the fingertip constitutes a hatzitza.

The Bayit Hadash and the Eliya Rabba ruled that all the
above applies only to dirt that is firmly stuck to the
fingernail. If it is not firmly attached, one may perform
netillat yadayim without removing it even if it is beyond the
length of the fingertip. Since it is not firmly attached, it does
not constitute a hatzitza whatsoever; the water penetrates
the dirt to the fingernail’s surface. See above in the footnote
to halakha 3.

Can we rely on this leniency in practice? The Halakha
Berura (page 227) suggested that we can if the person
himself does not mind having this dirt attached to his
fingernails all the time. As explained above in the footnote
to halakha 3, the Poskim debated the halakha about any
hatzitza covering a minor portion of the hand if most people
would mind it remaining there permanently but this
particular person does not mind it remaining there perma-
nently. If we combine the lenient opinion in that matter with
the leniency of the Bayit Hadash, we have a strong enough
basis to rely upon in practice. This is the position of the
Halakha Berura.

The Shulhan Arukh, however, does not seem to agree. It
states that “‘dirt attached to the fingernail protruding
beyond the fingertip is a hatzitza” without suggesting that
we can differentiate between one type of dirt and another.
The Halakha Berura (pages 223 and 224) realized this and
attempted to reconcile the Shulhan Arukh with his leniency,
but this does not conform to the simple reading of the text.
Besides, how can someone know for sure that the dirt under
his fingernail will allow the water to penetrate it?

6) If dough is attached anywhere on a fingernail, it is a hatzitza since most
people would mind it remaining there.

The Mishna Berura (161:10) ruled that one may be
lenient if one knows the dirt attached to the fingernail is
moist mud or dry earth, but if someone does not know what
it is there is no basis for leniency, in particular if it is
attached to the nail beyond the length of the fingertip.
Therefore, the halakha stated here follows the ruling of the
Ben Ish Hai and the Kaf Hahayim.

In our times, this is even more compelling since in our
societies we are so aware of cleanliness and hygiene.
Nobody wants other people to see that they have dirt of
any kind stuck to their fingernails. It is likely that in our
society we must remove any dirt from under our fingernails,
even if it is within the length of the fingertips.

Ideally, everyone should follow the practice of trimming
their nails short regularly and keeping them clean. If
someone has a reason to grow his or her fingernails long,
he or she must make sure that they are clean all the time.
This is practical advice for a mourner who may not trim his
fingernails with a clipper, or for a shohet or mohel who
needs to have longer fingernails for his profession.

Cleaning fingernails on Shabbat

The Magen Avraham (161:5) ruled that it is forbidden on
Shabbat to scrape the dirt out from under the fingernails;
one may only rinse it off with water. The Ben Ish Hai
(parashat Kedoshim halakha 24) concurred with this ruling.
On the other hand, the Eliya Rabba (161:5), citing the
Tashbe’tz (#284), ruled that there is nothing wrong with
scraping off the dirt; it is prohibited only to scrape off a
layer of the nail itself. This is likewise the ruling of Harav
Zalman and the Derekh Hahayim, cited in the Kaf Hahayim
Sofer, and several other Aharonim. See responsa Yabia
Omer (Vol. 11, Y.D. #13:4).




