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Hatzitza

General rules

1) When performing the mitzvah of netillat yadayim, one must make sure that

there is nothing constituting a hatzitza on the hands. Anything that would
constitute a hatzitza to disqualify the act of immersing in a mikveh disqualifies

the act of netillat yadayim as well.

Therefore, if any substance constitutes a hatzitza on someone’s hands and he does not
wish that it remain there permanently, it prevents him from performing netillat yadayim
even if it covers a very small portion of his hand. Likewise, if the substance covers most of
the surface area of his hand, it prevents him from performing the mitzvah even if he does

not mind it remaining there permanently.

If the substance covers less than half of the surface area of the hand and he does not
mind it remaining there permanently, it does not constitute a halakhic hatzitza and he is

not obligated to remove it at all.!!!

111. The Rama (gloss to Y.D. 198:1) cited the Sha’re Dura

ruling that even in a case when a woman has a hatzit-
za covering a minor portion of her body and she does not
mind it being there permanently, she still should remove it
before immersing in a mikveh so that she will not immerse
another time with a genuine hatzitza on her body. Maran
did not bring this opinion in the Shulhan Arukh, however,
and it appears that he did not agree with it. Although the
responsa Shema Shelomo (Vol. 111, page 106) wrote that
Maran agreed with the ruling of Rama, Maran the Rishon
Letziyon (Tahorat Habayit Vol. 111, page 5) refuted his po-
sition and stated that Maran ruled against the Sha’are Dura.

This being the case, certainly the halakha is to be lenient
regarding this matter when fulfilling the mitzvah of netillat
yadayim. It is likely that even Rama would agree to this; he
ruled stringently regarding a woman immersing in a mikveh
since that is a Torah law. The sefer Hateruma (cited in the
Bet Yosef here) ruled that even though the custom is to
remove everything from the body when immersing in a
mikveh, that is a stringency and it is not necessary when
performing netillat yadayim. The Rama himself commented
(gloss to 161:1) that it is not necessary to clean out the dirt
that is lodged underneath the fingernails in order to perform
netillat yadayim since it covers only a small portion of the
hand and no one minds it being there.




Beki’im Bahalacha 6

Hatzitza - Siman 161

93 VIYM YY RO AYEOAW R NIVARRT 317 PV PRING 727 wwd 2wm LT Pk rn 2 L2
(o pro Ao rrms) LTIXORMT POAY VHAAY WP 0pn Pon YT YW mpn Ty TR

7T 7 ,TOPR PR MY XITW X 7D DY TORAY 077 07w 217 OX AT Y 7TOpn” I3 LA
12°WNAY PHAAY IR LT AEN DY TDRR DIR MR PIW R AR 1 pro nms vpe et PRI
(v pro > » pro sy W7D 2V DYTDPN OPX DYWR MW AR ,AP°0LIT 0TIP 1107 0XU¥n

Where
hatzitza
matters

2) By the words ‘“‘surface area of the hand,” we actually mean the fingers alone.
When calculating the “majority of the surface,” we mean the majority of the

surface of the fingers. If a hatzitza covers the majority of the surface of the
fingers but less than half of the hand’s surface up to the wrist, one nevertheless must

remove this hatzitza.''?

‘What most
people mind

3) As explained above, the status of a hatzitza often depends on whether the
person minds having it on his skin. This is not necessarily determined by that

person’s personal feelings. If most people would mind having this substance
permanently attached to their skin, then it constitutes a hatzitza even if this particular

individual would not mind it remaining there permanently.

113

If most people would not mind this substance remaining attached to their skin
permanently, but one individual does mind it, it is highly recommended that he remove it

before performing netillat yadayim.'**

112. The Poskim debated how much of the hand must be

rinsed when performing netillat yadayim, as explained
above (Siman 158:16). Some ruled that it is the entire hand
up to the wrist while others ruled that it is only the fingers
up to where they join the palm. It is recommended to follow
the first opinion but technically the halakha follows the sec-
ond opinion. As explained in Siman 158:18, if someone per-
formed netillat yadayim on his fingers only and has no more
water, he has fulfilled the mitzvah and he must recite the
blessing. Regarding the halakhot of hatzitza, one should re-
move any hatzitza on the hands up to the wrists, but when it
comes to measuring what is considered the majority portion
of the pertinent surface, one may count only the surface area
of the fingers.

113. Maran in the Bet Yosef (Y.D. 198) wrote that it is un-

clear from the words of Rambam whether we are to
determine the status of hatzitza substances according to
the person’s individual feelings about it or according to
how the majority of people feel about it. Regarding a wo-
man immersing in a mikveh, Maran ruled that if most peo-
ple consider it a hatzitza, it must be removed even if this
woman does not mind it remaining on her permanently.
He cited several Rishonim who ruled thus. This is likewise

the ruling in the Shulhan Arukh (Y.D. 198:1). Regarding
the mitzvah of netillat yadayim, the Mishna Berura (Sha’ar
Hatziyun 161:9) cited the Nehar Shalom who deduced
from Rama that the individual may follow his own feelings
and disregard those of most people. The Magen Avraham
(161:5), however, ruled that we follow the feelings of the ma-
jority and consider it a hatzitza in this case as well. The
Ma’amar Mordekhai (161:10) deduced the same from the
Bet Yosef. Based on this, the Mishna Berura (161:7) and
the Kaf Hahayim Sofer (161:19) both ruled stringently in
this matter. See the Halakha Berura (pages 221-223).

114. Maran in the Bet Yosef (Y.D. 198) explained that ac-
cording to Rambam, if a woman has a substance on

her body and does not want it to remain there permanently,
she must remove it from her skin even though most women
would not mind it remaining on their bodies permanently.
According to the Rashba, however, she may rely on the feel-
ings of the majority of women. Several Aharonim, including
the Sifte Kohen (Y.D. 198:2), ruled stringently in this matter.
Regarding the mitzvah of netillat yadayim, Maran wrote

at first that we follow the individual’s feelings and consider
it to be a hatzitza that must be removed, but then he
reconsidered and did not come to a clear conclusion.
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In a case where one group of people feel one way about having a substance on their
skin and another goup feels another way, the halakha is determined by each individual’s
feeling. Someone who minds having the substance attached to him permanently must
consider it to be a hatzitza whereas someone who does not mind it may ignore it and
perform netillat yadayim without removing it from his skin.

For example, a painter or artist whose hands are constantly spotted with paint can
perform netillat yadayim without cleaning the paint from his hands. Another person with
similar spots of paint on his hands must consider the paint to be a hatzitza. This will be
explained below in halakha 18.

Fingernails
Long 4) Even if someone’s fingernails are overgrown, they do not constitute a
fingernails

hatzitza for the mitzvah of netillat yadayim as long as they are clean. Regarding
a woman immersing in a mikveh, the custom is to make sure that the
fingernails and toenails are cut short for fear that there might be some dirt stuck
underneath a nail. For the mitzvah of netillat yadayim, however, there is no such custom.
It would be highly impractical to have to trim one’s fingernails daily in order to fulfill the
mitzvah of netillat yadayim.

Rabbenu Shlomo Luria wrote that there is no question that
the individual must remove the substance since he does not
want it to remain on his hands permanently, and this is
clearly the opinion of Rama (gloss to 161:1) since he ruled
that the dirt under the fingernails is not a hatzitza since no
one minds it remaining there, but if someone does mind it he
must remove the dirt from under the nails. The Magen
Avraham (161:6) deduced from this that we must take the
individual’s feelings into consideration. Nevertheless, the
Magen Avraham cited the sefer Pene Yitzhak ruling that
since the Rashba considered this to be a doubt in the

halakha we may rule leniently. This is likewise the ruling of
Harav Zalman (161:3).

In practice, it is proper to be stringent in such a case
since Maran remained undecided about it. This is the ruling
of the Mishna Berura (161:10) and the Kaf Hahayim Sofer
(161:18). The Mishna Berura added, however, that if the dirt
under the fingernails is moist or if it is loose, it is not
necessary to be stringent about it. This is especially so if this
individual did not mind leaving the dirt there all day long
until he decided to perform netillat yadayim.




