Beki’im Bahalacha 6

Water Fit for Netillat Yadayim - Siman 160
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Hot Water

Scalding-hot
water

Natural hot
springs

24) It is permissible to use hot water for netillat yadayim, even if it is scalding
hot. It is best, however, to use room-temperature water.”

25) It is permissible to immerse one’s hands in natural hot springs for netillat
yadayim, but one may not fill a container with that water and pour it on the

hands to fulfill the mitzvah. The water of hot springs generally has a very high

mineral content making it too bitter to be potable. Even a dog would not drink it.
If the water of the hot springs is potable, or if it is at least fit for a dog to drink, it may
be used for netillat yadayim.”® The fact that it is not fit for human consumption does not

disqualify the water.”’

95. The source for this is Hullin 105a, where the Amora’im

debated this issue. Maran (Bet Yosef) cited Rabbenu
Asher, Rashba and the Mordekhi ruling that it is permissible
to use even scalding hot water, and he asserted that it ap-
pears that Rabbenu Yitzhak Alfasi and Rambam concur
with this. The sefer Mitzvot Gadol and sefer Mitzvot Katan
forbade using scalding hot water, however.

In the Shulhan Arukh (160:6), Maran ruled that one may
use even scalding hot water. The Magen Avraham cited
Harav Shelomo Luria ruling that it is forbidden, and the
Mishna Berura (160:27) concurred with this, unless no other
water is available. There is no basis to refrain from using
warm water, even if it had previously been scalding hot.

The Ben Ish Hai (parashat Kedoshim halakha 17, cited in
Kaf Hahayim Sofer 160:32) ruled that we must follow the
ruling disqualifying scalding hot water although Maran
ruled that it is permitted. If the water is scalding hot, one
should wait until it cools down a bit. If it is impossible to
wait, however, one may use the scalding hot water but when
reciting the blessing, one must not pronounce God’s Name.
Instead, one should meditate on the Name silently. There-
fore, those elderly men who heat their water for netillat
yadayim in the winter must make sure that the water is not
scalding hot when they use it.

Despite the ruling of the Ben Ish Hai, since the halakha
technically follows the ruling of Maran that one may
perform the mitzvah with scalding hot water if one cannot
wait for it to cool down, one must recite the blessing as well.
This is the ruling of the Halakha Berura (page 187). If it is
possible to wait for the water to cool down, it is
recommended to do so.

96. It is permissible to perform the mitzvah by immersing

one’s hands in this water since natural springs have
the status of ma’yan. As explained above in Siman 159:26,
one may immerse the hands in a ma’yan even if it contains
less than forty se’a. The Mishna Berura (160:28) concurred
with this.

The Halakha Berura (page 190) cited some Poskim
ruling that hot springs are not exactly like a ma’yan. In the
case of hot springs, there must be at least forty se’a of water.
It is not possible to fill a container with the water of the hot
spring and then use it for netillat yadayim since the water is
unfit for consumption even for a dog.

97. Talmide Rabbenu Yona wrote that it is permissible

to use the water of springs as long as a person
can force himself to drink the water. Maran in the
Bet Yosef (cited in the Mishna Berura 160:37 and the
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Putrid or Saline Water

unitfora  26) If a dog is incapable of drinking water because it is too putrid, too saline or
o too bitter, the water is not fit for the mitzvah of netillat yadayim. Our Sages

ruled that in such cases, the liquid loses its status as water. Nevertheless, a
mikveh filled with such water is kosher, both for people to immerse themselves and for
someone to immerse his hands to fulfill the mitzvah of netillat yadayim.

muddy water ~ 27) Even if water is brown with mud, it is fit for netillat yadayim as long as it is

fit for a dog to drink. A mikveh filled with such brown water is kosher as
well.”® If a dog cannot drink it because of the mud, it is disqualified for netillat yadayim
and the mikveh filled with it is disqualified as well. See above in halakhot 2 and 3 for the
rule in a case where it is known that the mud will settle to the bottom with time.

Until it is 28) If a pit is filled with putrid water that will become clear and clean as time
clean passes since it is in the fresh air, the water remains disqualified as long it is
putrid. The fact that it will be fresh later does not make it fit for the mitzvah at this time.

Kaf Hahayim Sofer 160:41) pointed out that according If a person can force himself to drink it, then it is de-
to the Talmud, it depends on whether or not a dog finitely fit for a dog.

will drink the water, not a person. He therefore ex- 98, The Mishna Berura (160:42) explained that muddy water
plained that Rabbenu Yona agrees with this, but offered is not disqualified because of its color since it is normal
a different way of ascertaining the status of the water.  forwater to be muddy. This was explained above in halakha 2.




