Beki’im Bahalacha 6

The Proper Utensil for Netillat Yadayim - Siman 159

PYDI S0 VIS BN PY 1ANKI NIPNN YN 121 ,DMINK W nTm oy 0°TIDOT 271D 107 ,0W 7T D3 5% M
QPR W RIAW 2097 D 717 57 XHR 0w 7 5100 XYY 7712 WA 0O R Q3pn 5om (@mpn
(ow n wa 1) LATIAR T 5% 712 1°A717 7°2 fabata) PR PPYn pInnw

oW1 *9onn NAR 1T YW1 DX 7T RIT O9OT I ROR D°PLI PR 11BN 11°ANY 0o 0 KD LAY
2957 1 PR NAR 170 A0 nYAnw 11°3 ,312 NN On 037 L0193 KT ,NINR 1Y mInn

(o o3p »o yu) AR N2 Y227 7YY 0w 133 ,71I00 AIWKRIT I AIw R
3 AP0 7WN PR K2 ORI LA NW 9V RPIT IBWY TIXT LANWRT AT 7990 P
9377 1M 01 72 30V I 0 INRILNAR I 20w LT 701 AWY DX TP DINR 019D
T2 DD W QYD YT W I LT KPP 2R KD T OX LNIARA 1T DY mann Jowd
T MW YT 200 1T AR KD PTIY IR LANWRT 4201 5V 712 725 oX XY LD nwl Yy

yadayim using the kettle he must pour the water through the top of the kettle, not through
the spout. The custom of Sefardic Jews, however, is to rely on those Poskim who ruled
that the spout is part of the kettle and it is all one keli. Therefore, one may perform netillat
vadayim by pouring the water through the spout. Harav HIDA (Mahazik Berakha)
testified that this is the common custom.

Someone who possesses a high degree of the fear of Heaven will make sure to pour the
water from the top of the kettle if he uses it for the mitzvah of netillat yadayim.
Nevertheless, there is no basis to protest against someone who practices leniently in this
matter, being that it has become the common and accepted practice.

pouring from  13) It is not possible to perform the mitzvah of netillat yadayim by having one
hand to hand— yerson pour water from his cupped hands onto another person’s hands. Netillat

yadayim means that the water is poured from a keli. Even if someone pours
water onto one hand from a keli and then he casts that water from the one hand onto the
other, it is not valid. In this case, however, Rabbenu Tam ruled that it is kosher since the
original spilling was from a keli. Even according to this opinion, this is possible only if he
poured at least revi’it of water on the first hand so that the water remained rehorim until
being spilled onto the second hand.

In principle, however, the halakha follows the first, more stringent opinion. Therefore
the water must be spilled directly onto each hand from a keli; otherwise the mitzvah has
not been performed at all. If someone did perform netillat yadayim in the manner
permitted by Rabbenu Tam and he has not yet dried his hands or recited the blessing, he
should pour water again from the keli onto the second hand. Then he can recite the
blessing of al netillat yadayim.

If he has already recited the blessing after the first hand-washing but he has not yet
dried his hands, he must repeat netillat yadayim in the proper manner and only then dry
his hands. The blessing he has recited will count for the act of netillat yadayim that follows
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it. If he has recited the blessing on the first hand-washing and has dried his hands, he must
repeat netillat yadayim in the proper manner but he must not recite the blessing a second
time. If he dried his hands after the first hand-washing but he did not recite the blessing,
he should defile his hands and then perform netillat yadayim in the proper manner so that

he can now recite it.>®

Ko’ah Gavra

Water must be
poured by a
person

14) In performing netillat yadayim, the water must be poured by a person onto
the hands being washed. If the water falls by itself onto someone’s hands, he

has not performed the mitzvah of netillat yadayim. In Talmudic terms, this rule

is called ko’ah gavra.

58. Although Rabbenu Tam ruled that it is possible to

perform the mitzvah of netillat yadayim in this man-
ner, the Rashba (Torat Habayit, Unit 6 chapter 3) pointed
out that Rambam (Hilkhot Berakhot 6:13) apparently ruled
that one cannot. The Rashba concurred with Rambam’s
ruling. In the Shulhan Arukh, Maran cited the stringent opi-
nion as the halakha and then mentioned that Rabbenu Tam
ruled that it is possible to perform the mitzvah of netillat ya-
dayim in this manner. Rama, in his glosses, testified that the
custom of Ashkenazic Jews is to follow the lenient opinion
of Rabbenu Tam.

Sefardic Jews must follow the stringent opinion since
Maran cited it as the halakha and only afterward mentioned
the opinion of Rabbenu Tam. The Kaf Hahayim Sofer
(159:45) pointed out that if someone did perform netillat
yadayim in this manner, he must do it over again in the
proper way. He may not recite the blessing over the first
hand-washing, since he might have not have performed the
mitzvah yet. If he did recite the blessing after his first hand-
washing, he may not recite it again after performing the
mitzvah correctly since he might have fulfilled the mitzvah
the first time.

It seems from this that if someone performed the
mitzvah in this manner and did not recite the blessing
after the first hand-washing, he may recite it after the second
hand-washing as long as he had not dried his hands after the
first hand-washing. Until the hands are dried, the mitzvah
has not been completed. If he did recite the blessing and
dried his hands, he of course cannot recite the blessing a
second time, as explained in the previous paragraph. He
should simply perform netillat yadayim in the proper
manner without reciting the blessing.

If someone performed netillat yadayim according to
Rabbenu Tam’s formula, recited the blessing but has not
yet dried his hands, he should now perform netillat
yadayim in the proper manner. The blessing that he recited
will count for the act of the mitzvah that he performs
afterward. As explained above in the footnote to Siman
159:25, it is permissible to recite the blessing before
performing the act of netillat yadayim. If he had dried
his hands without reciting the blessing, he should defile his
hands and then perform netillat yadayim in the proper
manner, as explained above in the footnote to Siman
158:13.
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If someone draws water in a bucket from a river [or any other source] and pours it into
an irrigation canal or pipe that spills onto a field some distance away, it is not possible for
anyone to perform netillat yadayim by placing his hands under the flow of water as it spills
from the pipe out onto the field. The water falling on his hands is not considered to have
been poured by a person; the act of the person’s pouring ended as the water began to
make its way down the canal or pipe.

If someone immerses his hands into the water in the canal, it is not valid for the
mitzvah of netillat yadayim since it is drawn water [it is possible to immerse one’s hands
only in a natural body of water that was never carried in any container]. If someone places
his hands [underneath the water spilling from the bucket or] next to the place where the
water spills from the bucket into the canal so that the water flows over his hands at that
point, it is a valid netillat yadayim since the halakha views it as water that reaches his
hands via someone’s act of pouring.

pouring from  15) If someone wishes to perform netillat yadayim and the only water available
parelon the s in a large barrel and there is no one to pour it from the barrel onto his hands,

he can place the barrel on his knees and allow the water to pour out of it onto
his hands. It is best that he bounce the barrel on his knees to cause the water to spill out.
In that way it is definitely ko’ah gavra. According to the Shulhan Arukh, however, it is
necessary only to make one movement and all the water that spills out is considered to be
ko’ah gavra.

If the barrel is lying on its side and the water is spilling out by itself, it is not possible to
perform netillat yadayim by placing one’s hands into its flow. Likewise, if the barrel is
standing and the water is pouring out of a hole near its bottom, one cannot perform this
mitzvah by placing the hands into its flow. The water must be poured by a person; it
cannot simply fall by itself.




