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Beki’im Bahalacha 6

The Proper Utensil for Netillat Yadayim - Siman 159
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as much water as the container can hold when lying without being supported. If he uses
more than that amount of water, the extra amount is not considered to be held in a

container.>®

Spout on a
pitcher

11) Most pitchers have a spout to facilitate pouring. Some Poskim ruled that if
this spout rises higher than the rest of the pitcher’s rim, one may not use this

pitcher for netillat yadayim and pour the water through its spout. They argued
that the spout cannot be considered part of the container since it is not possible to fill the
container up to the top of the spout. Instead, one must pour the water from the lower rim
of the pitcher. Sefardic Jews may practice leniently regarding this case, but it is

commendable to avoid it if it is possible.

56. A careful reading of Rav Zalman’s ruling reveals that

one must fill the container with no more water than
it can hold without being supported or held. One may not
fill it with more water than that amount and then use
only the lesser amount for netillat yadayim. If it is filled
with more water than it can hold without support, its con-
tents are a mixture of water in a keli and water that is not
in a keli.

Pot covers

If an inverted pot cover can hold revi’it of water even
without being supported, which depends generally on the
type of handle attached to the top, it should be permissible
to use it for netillat yadayim. There is a different issue to
contend with, however. Maran ruled in the Shulhan Arukh
(159:4) that if someone fit a sack into a frame so that it
stands straight and lined the inside with pitch so that it is
waterproof, he nevertheless may not use it for netillat
yadayim since sacks are not made for the purpose of holding
liquids. Since our pot covers are not made to be inverted
and to hold liquids, they should be disqualified for netillat
yadayim for the same reason. Although Maran ruled (159:3)
that a barrel’s cover may be used for netillat yadayim if it is
made to stand steady when inverted, that is because it was
normal for the covers to be used to hold liquids in those

cultures, as explained by the Bayit Hadash and the Mishna
Berura (159:17).

The Rashba, in his Torat Habayit, ruled stringently
regarding all pot covers. In his Torat Habayit Hakatzer,
however, he seems to have retracted this ruling, as pointed
out in the Mishna Berura (Sha’ar Hatziyun 159:21). The
Bayit Hadash ruled that pot covers are kosher only if the
owner designated them to be used for containing liquids.
The Ture Zahav refuted this position. Following the
principle of ruling according to the lenient position regard-
ing the halakhot of netillat yadayim, pot covers may be used
for this mitzvah and the blessing of al netillat yadayim may
be recited as well.

In conclusion, if a pot cover or barrel cover is made
specifically to be used when inverted to hold liquids, it is
kosher to be used for netillat yadayim even if it cannot stand
and hold the liquid unless it is supported from the bottom.
If the cover was not made for this purpose but it is
sometimes used to hold liquids, it can be kosher for netillat
yadayim only if it can stand flat and hold revi’it of water
without any support. If it is never used to hold liquids, it is
disqualified even if it can stand flat and hold revi'it of liquid
without being supported. See more about this in Halakha
Berura (pages 107-109).
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If the spout of the pitcher is the same level as the rest of its top, the pitcher may be used
for metillat yadayim even when pouring through the spout. If the spout is lower than the
top of the pitcher, according to some Poskim it may be used only if pouring the water
through the spout. The top section of the pitcher that rises above the spout cannot hold
water and therefore does not have the status of a keli. In this case as well, Sefardic Jews
may psrstctice leniently, but it is commendable to be stringent and pour only through the
spout.

Spout on a
kettle

12) Old-fashioned-style kettles have a spout as well, but instead of being an
extension of the top edge, the spout is a little tunnel through which one can
pour the water or tea. Some Poskim ruled that this spout is not considered part of the keli
since it is not made as part of the container for the liquid. Its purpose is only to facilitate
pouring the liquid. According to those Poskim, if someone wishes to perform netillat

57. Cup with built-in straw

According to the principles taught here, it is permissible
to use a cup with a built-in straw for netillat yadayim, but
one should pour the water from the side of the cup and not
through the straw itself. This is the ruling of the Piske
Teshuvot (page 362).

The truth is that even if someone would spill the water
onto his hands from the side where the straw is attached,
most of the water that would fall onto his hand would fall
directly from the cup and only a little water would pour
through the straw. According to the Eshel Avraham
Butchatch, as long as revi’it of water comes from the
lower level of the cup’s edge, even if there is also water
coming from the higher level the act of netillat yadayim is
validated. This is certainly the case if the great majority of
the water comes from the lower level and only a small
portion comes from the higher level, as happens in this case.

Even if the two waters begin as separate streams, as long as
they mix together before falling onto the hands, the act of
netillat yadayim is valid. According to this, it does not
matter which side of the cup is held — even if the straw is on
the lower side it may be used for netillat yadayim.

Furthermore, Harav HIDA (Mahazik Berakha) ruled
that one may use a container even if one side of its rim is
higher than the other, even if one pours the water over the
higher side of the rim. The common custom among Sefardic
Jews is to follow this leniency, as explained above. It might
be possible to argue, however, that this applies only to a
higher rim since its purpose is to be used for pouring from
the container, whereas the straw attached to a cup is not
intended for pouring.

In conclusion, it is best to hold such a cup in a manner
that allows no water at all to pour through the straw onto
one’s hands.
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yadayim using the kettle he must pour the water through the top of the kettle, not through
the spout. The custom of Sefardic Jews, however, is to rely on those Poskim who ruled
that the spout is part of the kettle and it is all one keli. Therefore, one may perform netillat
vadayim by pouring the water through the spout. Harav HIDA (Mahazik Berakha)
testified that this is the common custom.

Someone who possesses a high degree of the fear of Heaven will make sure to pour the
water from the top of the kettle if he uses it for the mitzvah of netillat yadayim.
Nevertheless, there is no basis to protest against someone who practices leniently in this
matter, being that it has become the common and accepted practice.

pouring from  13) It is not possible to perform the mitzvah of netillat yadayim by having one
hand to hand— yerson pour water from his cupped hands onto another person’s hands. Netillat

yadayim means that the water is poured from a keli. Even if someone pours
water onto one hand from a keli and then he casts that water from the one hand onto the
other, it is not valid. In this case, however, Rabbenu Tam ruled that it is kosher since the
original spilling was from a keli. Even according to this opinion, this is possible only if he
poured at least revi’it of water on the first hand so that the water remained rehorim until
being spilled onto the second hand.

In principle, however, the halakha follows the first, more stringent opinion. Therefore
the water must be spilled directly onto each hand from a keli; otherwise the mitzvah has
not been performed at all. If someone did perform netillat yadayim in the manner
permitted by Rabbenu Tam and he has not yet dried his hands or recited the blessing, he
should pour water again from the keli onto the second hand. Then he can recite the
blessing of al netillat yadayim.

If he has already recited the blessing after the first hand-washing but he has not yet
dried his hands, he must repeat netillat yadayim in the proper manner and only then dry
his hands. The blessing he has recited will count for the act of netillat yadayim that follows




