Beki’im Bahalacha 6

The Proper Utensil for Netillat Yadayim - Siman 159
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Although other Poskim ruled that there is no difference between a cracked container
and a punctured one, we follow the stringent opinion in practice. If no other container is
available, however, one may use a container with a crack that is only motzi mashke but
one must not pronounce God’s Name when reciting the blessing afterward. Instead, one
should think the Name as if one pronounced it.

cracked glass  The halakha is even more stringent regarding glass containers. Once any crack

containers

appears in a glass container it may not be used for netillat yadayim if it is no

longer safe to pour hot water into it. Even if the crack does not leak at all and it
is not even motzi mashke, the container is disqualified for this mitzvah.

containers  7) If @ copper container has been punctured but it has been sealed with a tin

with patched
holes

patch, it is fit to use for the mitzvah of netillat yadayim. Likewise, if a hole in a

copper container is sealed with pitch, the container is fit for the mitzvah and

one must recite the blessing of al netillat yadayim as wel

1.5 If an earthenware container

has been punctured and was repaired with clay, it may be used only if no other container

is available.

ifeontainers ~ 8) If @ container’s top section has broken off but it still stands steadily and it

top is broken

can hold revi’it of water, it may be used for netillat yadayim if no better

container is available.”® When using it, one must take care to pour the water

52. The Ben Ish Hai and the Kaf Hahayim Sofer both ruled

that pitch may be used to repair a puncture in an earth-
enware container but not a copper container. Maran the
Rishon Letziyon (Halikhot Olam Vol. 1, page 328) demon-
strated that a number of Poskim ruled that even a copper
container repaired in this manner is kosher. Once we ascer-
tain that the mitzvah of netillat yadayim can be performed
with this container, it follows that one may recite the bles-

sing of al netillat yadayim as well. There is a glaring error
in the original Yalkut Yosef (footnote on page 56).

53. Broken containers

If the top section of a container has been broken, it is
still permissible technically to use that container for the
mitzvah of netillat yadayim as long as it can still hold revi’it
of water and it can stand on its own without spilling its
contents. One may even recite the blessing of al netillat
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from the lowest point of its sides since many Poskim ruled that the sides of the container
above that level cannot hold water and have lost the status of ke/i.>*

Choose the

best cracked at all.

yadayim after using it. This is the ruling of the Halakha
Berura, explaining that this follows the opinion of Rambam
and Maran in the Bet Yosef. The Mishna Berura (159:12),
however, ruled that this container may be used only if its
owner has decided to continue using it regularly despite the
fact that it is broken. Whenever possible, therefore, it is best
to choose an unbroken container rather than one that is
broken and disqualified according to the Mishna Berura.
Even according to Rambam, the container is considered
fit for the mitzvah only if it still has the basic shape of a
container. If its shape has been ruined altogether so that it
no longer is susceptible of becoming rame, it is no longer fit
for this mitzvah even if it still holds revi’it of water and can
stand flat. This is no longer considered a kel/i whatsoever.

Container with a broken handle

If the container itself is whole but its handle has broken
off, it is certainly still kosher for use for the mitzvah of
netillat yadayim, and even the Mishna Berura would agree to
this. The broken handle does not give the container the
status of a broken keli, as long as it can still be used and
lifted even though it has no handle. If it is impossible to lift
now that its handle has broken off, it is disqualified
according to the Mishna Berura. See more about this in
Piske Teshuvot (page 358).

54. Container broken on one side

The Mishna Berura (159:12) and the Halakha Berura
(page 105) both ruled that if the container is broken on one
side, it can be used only by pouring the water from the
lowest side but not from the higher, unbroken side.

9) Whenever possible, one should use a container that is not punctured or

Broken container with sharp edges

The Peri Megadim (Mishbetzot Zahav 159:3) wrote that
it is likely that if the container is dangerous to use because
of its sharp, jagged edges, it is not fit for the mitzvah at all.
The Hazon Ish (21:3) ruled likewise that such a container is
no longer considered a keli.

Container with a nick in the top

The Mishna Berura (Sha’ar Hatziyun 159:15) ruled that
if the top of a container is nicked it is certainly still fit for
netillat yadayim but one must pour the water from the side
that is nicked. Obviously, the case is where the nick lowered
the level of the container at that point. If it is simply a nick
on the side of the container’s lip that leaves the top of the
container level all the way around, it is likely that one may
use it on any side one chooses. Furthermore, if the nick is
very small and barely visible to the eye, it may still be used
as usual. This is the ruling of the Eshel Avraham Butchatch
(159:4).

The sefer Birkhot Shamayim commented that the
nicked container can still be used only if the nicked
section is quite wide and it is possible to pour water only
through the nick. If the nick is so small that whenever
one attempts to pour water from it the water will run
over the sides of the nick, the container cannot be used. If
water runs over the unbroken section of the container’s
lip, the water is not being poured from a keli. The Piske
Teshuvot (page 357) wrote that this ruling can be
contested, but he admitted that the custom is to follow
the stringency mentioned here.




