Beki’im Bahalacha 6

Netillat Yadayim for Eating Moistened Foods - Siman 158
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Barbecued
meat juices

53) It is not necessary to perform netillat yadayim in order to eat barbecued
meat that is moist with its own juices. This juice is not considered a beverage.

Even if the meat had been rinsed in water just before roasting it, that water has

evaporated long beforehand.

Eating wet
meat

Decided later
to eat bread

54) If someone wishes to eat meat or chicken with his hands and the food has
water on its surface, he must perform netillat yadayim.*

55) If someone performed netillat yadayim in order to eat foods dipped in
beverages and then he decided to eat bread as well, he must perform netillat

yadayim again, but he must not recite the blessing of al netillat yadayim. 1t is
best that he defile his hands purposely and then he can perform netillat yadayim a second
time and recite the blessing, as explained above in halakha 13.

also recommended following this stringency, although it is
technically unnecessary.

Licking honey from one’s fingers

The Mishna Berura (Sha’ar Hatziyun) cited Harav
Zalman ruling that it is necessary to perform netillat
yadayim in order to dip one’s fingers in honey and to lick
it from them, but he also cited the Peri Megadim ruling that
this is not necessary. The Hesed La’alafim (158:10) likewise
mentioned that some Poskim ruled that netillat yadayim is
necessary in this case. The Halakha Berura recommended

performing netillat yadayim whenever planning to eat such
foods with one’s fingers.

45. This halakha applies only if someone eats the food

with his hands. If he eats it using a utensil and the
normal way to eat the food is by using a utensil, netillat
yadayim is not necessary even if he occasionally touches
the food on the utensil. This is the ruling of Harav Zal-
man (158:3, cited in Mishna Berura 158:26 and Yalkut Yo-
sef page 40) as mentioned above in the footnote to
halakha 37.




Beki’im Bahalacha 6

Preface The Proper Utensil for Netillat Yadayim

I
c/ he mitzvah of netillat yadayim is to pour water onto the hands from a
container of at least revi’it of water. Our Sages taught (Hullin 107a) that the
water must be poured from a utensil that is halakhically termed a keli and
that can contain at least revi’it of water at one time.

The Halakhot Gedolot (cited by the Rashba in his comments to Hullin)
explained that our Sages compared this to the water used together with the
ashes of a para aduma. Just as the Torah (Bemidbar 19:17) demands that
this purifying water be placed in a halakhic keli, the water used for purifying
the hands through netillat yadayim must likewise be in a halakhic keli.
Alternatively, just as the water used to wash the kohanim’s hand and feet in
the Bet Hamikdash was poured from a keli (the kiyor basin described in
Shemot 30:18), the same applies to netillat yadayim.

Not every container is kosher for the mitzvah of netillat yadayim, even if it
has the status of a keli. The following halakhot discuss the halakha
concerning various utensils found in the modern-day household.
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The Proper Utensil for Netillat Yadayim - Siman 159
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The Proper Utensil for Netillat Yadayim

usimgaketi 1) In order to perform the mitzvah of netillat yadayim, one must pour water
onto the hands from a container that has the halakhic status of a keli. The
container can be of any material — wood, glass, stone, dried earth*® or even
dried dung. Even though containers made from some of those materials are not
susceptible to becoming teme im, they are nevertheless considered kelim and may be used
for netillat yadayim.
If someone took a large sponge, soaked it in water and then squeezed it out over his
hands, he has not fulfilled the mitzvah of netillat yadayim at all. A sponge is not
considered a keli at all even though it can hold liquids.

Disposable 2) Plastic or cardboard containers can likewise be used for netillat yadayim.
containers Even if it is a disposable container meant to be used once and then discarded, it

is still kosher for this mitzvah.*” If another container is available, however, it is
best to refrain from using disposable containers.

46. The Mishna Berura (159:4) and the Kaf Hahayim Sofer status of keli heres, an earthenware vessel, and would be sus-
(159:5) explained that this means a container made by ceptible to becoming tame. Either one is kosher for the mitz-

molding natural clay into a desired shape and then drying it vah of netillat yadayim.

in the sun. Even though such a container is not susceptible 47, The responsa Igrot Moshe (Vol. 111, #39) ruled that one

to becoming tame, it still has the status of a keli. If the clay must not recite kiddush while holding the wine in a dis-

container would be fired in a kiln, it would then have the posable cup, since it is not respectful for the mitzvah. If






