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Using a Tefillin Kuracha for Mundane Purposes - Siman 42
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the kuracha. It is recommended to follow the stringent opinion, and therefore one should
not place a prayer book into one’s tefillin kuracha unless one stipulated that one wishes to
use the kuracha in this way before one began using it. This would be permissible according

to the first opinion even if one had not stipulate

A kuracha for
a tallit

d 373

18) A tallit kuracha does not have the status of tashmish kedusha (an accessory
ol for sacred items). Its status is that of tashmish mitzvah (an accessory to an item

used for a mitzvah). Therefore, it is permissible to place mundane items in a

tallit kuracha.

Tashmish
detashmish

19) An item used as a tashmish detashmish (an accessory of an accessory) has no
inherent sanctity. Nowadays, our practice is to insert the tefillin into plastic

cases before placing them into the kuracha. Therefore, the kuracha has the

373. The Ture Zahav defended the practice of those who

place mundane items in their tefillin kuracha when
they are traveling, suggesting that we view it as if they
had stipulated to allow this since that is their common
practice. The Mishna Berura (42:11) added that this
practice is not recommended despite the lenient ruling.
The Mishna Berura (42:15) ruled, moreover, that it is
forbidden to place a prayer book inside a kuracha
designated for tefillin. Here as well, we cannot protest
those who have this practice, since it is as if they
stipulated to permit it.

The Matte Yehuda, however, disagreed with the Ture
Zahav, arguing that we cannot consider it as if the person
had automatically stipulated to permit these practices. They
cannot be permitted unless the person actually stipulated
that he wishes to use the sack in this manner. The Ko/
Yaakov (42:20) and Bet Oved ruled that we should follow
the opinion of the Matte Yehuda, and the Halakha Berura
(page 301) concurred with this.

Tefillin marker and mirror

Harav Shelomo Zalman Auerbach (Halikhot Shelomo
Tefilla page 58) ruled that it is permissible to keep a small
mirror in the tefillin kuracha so that the wearer can check to
see that he has positioned his tefillin shel rosh correctly, and
it is not necessary to stipulate at first to permit this. We may
automatically assume that the original designation of the
kuracha was for “tefillin and all tefillin needs.” The
stringent ruling of the Mishna Berura and Kol Yaakov
applies to using the kuracha for things unrelated to the
mitzvah of tefillin such as a prayer book, but we can be
more lenient regarding items needed to enhance the mitzvah
of tefillin itself. The same should apply to a black marker
used to touch up the battim or straps where the black color
has worn away. Even so, the Halikhot Shelomo
recommended keeping the mirror in the tallit’s kuracha.

Nowadays, we enclose our tefillin in plastic cases that
cover them on all sides. Therefore, there is more room to be
lenient and permit keeping these items in the tefillin kuracha,
as explained in the following halakha.
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status of tashmish detashmish, and it is permissible to place a prayer book or even

mundane items inside it.>’*

Some Poskim disagreed with this ruling, since the straps are not inserted into any other
covers, and since the sacred letters yod and dalet are formed by the straps, they have the
status of a full-fledged sacred item. If so, the kuracha is a tashmish kedusha, not a tashmish

detashmish.>”

374. Name tags

Harav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv ruled (kuntras Hilkhot
Tefillin) that it is permissible to keep a card or slip of paper
with one’s name and telephone number in one’s tefillin
kuracha. He argued that as long as one uses the plastic
covers for one’s tefillin, the kuracha is considered only
tashmish detashmish. Furthermore, it is necessary to keep
this information inside the kuracha so that it will be possible
to retrieve the refillin if they get lost. This is similar to the
ruling of Harav Shelomo Zalman Auerbach, cited in the
previous footnote, permitted one to keep a mirror or tefillin
marker in the kuracha. Even though there are Poskim who
rejected the first argument cited by Rav Elyashiv, we can
rely on the second argument.

375. Plastic box covers

Some Poskim ruled that once the tefillin are inserted into
the plastic cases they are considered covered even though
the straps are outside the boxes. The straps are not sacred in
and of themselves; their status is only tashmish kedusha.
This being the case, the kuracha is a container for the plastic
cases, not for the tefillin themselves, and thus it is tashmish
detashmish.

Other Poskim argued that the plastic cases are not
enough since they do not cover the knots on the straps, and
the Bayit Hadash deduced from Rashi that since these knots
represent letters of God’s Name, they are sacred as well.
Therefore, the kuracha must be considered a tashmish
kedusha and not tashmish detashmish.

How to dispose of an old tefillin kuracha

According to those who consider the tefillin kuracha to
be tashmish detashmish, it is permissible to discard a used
kuracha together with the garbage. According to those who
consider it to be tashmish kedusha, it is necessary to retire it
along with other used sacred items (in the vernacular — put it

in the geniza). Harav Shelomo Zalman Auerbach ruled
(Halikhot Shelomo Tefilla page 58) that the kuracha is only
tashmish detashmish since the tefillin are first inserted into
their plastic cases, and therefore it is permissible to discard it
when it is worn out. This is likewise the opinion of the
Halakha Berura (Siman 154, page 470). For some reason,
these Poskim did not consider the stringent opinion cited in
the Bi'ur Halakha, whereas the Minhat El'azar and the Divre
Yatziv ruled stringently. In truth, it is apparent that Maran
the Rishon Letziyon also ignored the stringent opinion,
since he ruled (responsa Yabia Omer Vol. VIII, footnote to
#19:3) that it is permissible to take a strap that had been
used for refillin shel rosh and use it for tefillin shel yad, since
the straps have the status of rashmish kedusha. Maran the
Rishon Letziyon noted, however, that Harav Zalman did
not permit this.

The Piske Teshuvot (42:4) ruled that a wornout tefillin
kuracha must be retired in geniza and not discarded in the
garbage, basing this ruling on the Mishna Berura (154:7).
According to this discussion, however, this deduction is
incorrect. In previous generations, before people used
plastic cases to cover their tefillin, the tefillin were placed
directly in the kuracha, and so of course the kuracha had the
status of tashmish kedusha. Nowadays, however, almost
everyone uses the plastic cases, and the kuracha is not more
than tashmish detashmish, which does not need to be retired
in geniza. Nevertheless, according to those who take into
account the concept that the straps themselves are sacred
items, the tefillin kuracha is still a tashmish kedusha and
must be retired in geniza.

Harav Shelomo Zalman Auerbach added that it is
permissible to sit on a seat or bench while tefillin straps
are laying on it, but it is forbidden to leave tefillin straps
hanging down to the floor.
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There are Poskim who ruled leniently in this case since people commonly place other
iterms in their tefillin kuracha, as explained above in halakha 17, and it is as if they had
stipulated from the beginning to permit this. Furthermore, the Sha’ar Efrayim forwarded
another argument that the portion of the kuracha that is not needed for the tefillin does
not gain the status of tashmish kedusha. Despite all these arguments, it is best to stipulate
before using the kuracha that one wishes to be able to place even mundane items inside it.
Then, one definitely may place one’s prayer book or other items inside it.

plastic cover ~ 20) It is permissible to place mundane items in the protective plastic cover made
jor the especially for the tefillin kuracha. This cover has the status of tashmish

kuracha

detashmish.>’®
Tefiin ~ 21) Many people place their tefillin kuracha inside their tallit kuracha together
huracha it wwith the tallit. The tallit kuracha then gains the status of tashmish detashmish
kuracha only, and it is permissible to use it for any mundane items. Even if someone has

only one kuracha and he uses it for both his tallit and his tefillin, he may use it for

376. That is, even if we follow the stringent opinion that halakha, it is still permissible to place mundane items in
the kuracha has the status of tashmish kedusha since the protective plastic cover surrounding the kuracha. The

the plastic cases do not cover the straps, and even if we plastic cover has the status of tashmish detashmish and

reject the notion that there is automatically a stipulation therefore no stipulation is necessary to permit placing

to permit placing mundane items in the kuracha, and even mundane items inside it.

if we do not rely on the Sha'ar Efrayim mentioned in this




Beki’im Bahalacha 5

Using a Tefillin Kuracha for Mundane Purposes - Siman 42

TIN2 1NN ©°37 DX L0 TINA PPY°BNR DR NI OX ,PYENA 03 Y 03 13 NN N JND
HWNT WHWN NI 01N LpIdPD RY2 210 137 AT PP I Y N IR L,pni
1272 Y JMRT NYa PP o WOR L,N0Yvia oy I on¥y 7PYHNT AT pNa TN N BNy

N7 IR 97,90 S 09277 2wn xnw e 03 e 31 o row 50w 013

[PYanN 17T HPMNA Y N> PO 2MwN]
ORI 20 RIT QAN IARAW (13 ,IAR 0°33 w7 YW PYDN oy I 077 W PYbn M XY W32

WMWY W 0 12 1Y A 0NN AW 0957 OR D7IR tvo o JP29DNN 0933 MR
2779 1002 19YNY IRIANN m o ov 3pw e pro ow Ienl LTTINYT 199K

mundane items when he needs to. Since he has designated the kuracha for his tallit besides
his tefillin, it is equal to having stipulated that he will plans to use it for mundane items, as
explained above in Siman 34.

Rashi & 22) It is forbidden to place both sets of tefillin, Rashi and Rabbenu Tam, into a
Towen o single kuracha since one of the sets is not kosher and does not have the sanctity
single kuracha  of tefillin. If someone designated his kuracha for both sets when he began using

it, however, it is permitted. This was explained above in Siman 34:9.






