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Using a Tefillin Kuracha for Mundane Purposes - Siman 42
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Sack made 13) Even if the pouch was fashioned specifically to hold tefillin, such as those
spectfealy manufactured today with the word tefillin specially embroidered on them, it is

still permissible to place money in it, or to use it for some other mundane
purpose until someone places tefillin in it. The act of embroidering the word tefillin on the
kuracha is considered no more than a verbal declaration until tefillin are actually placed in
it.

If someone fashioned a kuracha specifically for tefillin and then declared before he
placed tefillin in it that he does not wish it to be permanently designated for tefillin, it still
becomes sanctified when he places tefillin in it, and it is forbidden to ever use it for a
mundane purpose. This is because he had already permanently designated it for tefillin
through his actions [and actions cannot be cancelled by a simple statement].>”!

pesignating ~ 14) If someone placed tefillin in a sack but decided at that time that he wishes
temporarily ¢ use this sack for this purpose only temporarily, the sack does not become

permanently sanctified no matter how many times it is used for tefillin. He may
change it at any time to use it for money or other mundane items. If he placed tefillin in
the sack intending to use it permanently for this purpose, it becomes permanently
sanctified even though he never verbalized these intentions.

371. Although the Aharonim ruled that if someone the kuracha of today, then once it is used for tefillin it can

designated a sack to be used for tefillin but no longer be used for any other purpose. The fact that he
changed his mind before he ever used it for tefillin, it may places tefillin in a kuracha that has the word tefillin and a
be used for any other purpose as explained above in religious theme embroidered onto it automatically
halakha 10, this applies to an ordinary sack only. If the sanctifies it despite his intention for it not to be
sack was fashioned specially to be used for tefillin, such as permanently sanctified.
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asakthat  15) If someone never designated the sack to be used permanently for tefillin, it
desiamated is permissible to change its purpose, as stated above. This means that he can
stop using it for tefillin and place money or other mundane items in the sack.
As long as he is still using it for tefillin however, it is disrespectful to place any mundane
items in the sack together with the tefillin. N

As above 16) If someone decided, before ever placing tefillin in the sack, that he will one
day stop using it for tefillin and use it for mundane purposes, it does not
become permanently sanctified. This applies even if the sack was manufactured

to be a kuracha and he then used it for an extended period to hold tefillin. In fact, he may

even place money in the sack while he still intends to use it again for tefillin afterward.
Once a sack has been designated to be used for tefillin even temporarily, it may never
be used for a purpose that belittles the honor of the tefillin for which it was previously

used. Even if the person stipulated that he should be allowed to use the sack in such a

manner, it is nevertheless forbidden.?”

addingitems  17) According to some Poskim, the practice that some people have of placing
zzr‘:et':i';,"“‘h“ mundane items in the tefillin kuracha when making overnight trips is

acceptable. Since this is their habit, it is as if they had stipulated from the
beginning that they wish to use the kuracha in this manner. Other Poskim ruled that one
may not rely on this leniency unless one actually stipulated this before beginning to use

372. The Bet Yosef and Rama (gloss to 42:3) both cited the Arukh (42:2). Nevertheless, the halakha must be repeated
halakha that someone may limit his declaration by here since we are now permitting a change from a sacred

stipulating, citing Rabbenu Yeruham. This may seem use to a mundane use, whereas in the above halakha the

obvious, for one may even stipulate that one wishes at person wishes only to lower the item’s level of sanctity

some point to change tefillin shel rosh into tefillin shel yad, and not to discard its sanctity altogether.

as explained above in halakha 6, based on the Shulhan
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the kuracha. It is recommended to follow the stringent opinion, and therefore one should
not place a prayer book into one’s tefillin kuracha unless one stipulated that one wishes to
use the kuracha in this way before one began using it. This would be permissible according

to the first opinion even if one had not stipulate

A kuracha for
a tallit

d 373

18) A tallit kuracha does not have the status of tashmish kedusha (an accessory
ol for sacred items). Its status is that of tashmish mitzvah (an accessory to an item

used for a mitzvah). Therefore, it is permissible to place mundane items in a

tallit kuracha.

Tashmish
detashmish

19) An item used as a tashmish detashmish (an accessory of an accessory) has no
inherent sanctity. Nowadays, our practice is to insert the tefillin into plastic

cases before placing them into the kuracha. Therefore, the kuracha has the

373. The Ture Zahav defended the practice of those who

place mundane items in their tefillin kuracha when
they are traveling, suggesting that we view it as if they
had stipulated to allow this since that is their common
practice. The Mishna Berura (42:11) added that this
practice is not recommended despite the lenient ruling.
The Mishna Berura (42:15) ruled, moreover, that it is
forbidden to place a prayer book inside a kuracha
designated for tefillin. Here as well, we cannot protest
those who have this practice, since it is as if they
stipulated to permit it.

The Matte Yehuda, however, disagreed with the Ture
Zahav, arguing that we cannot consider it as if the person
had automatically stipulated to permit these practices. They
cannot be permitted unless the person actually stipulated
that he wishes to use the sack in this manner. The Ko/
Yaakov (42:20) and Bet Oved ruled that we should follow
the opinion of the Matte Yehuda, and the Halakha Berura
(page 301) concurred with this.

Tefillin marker and mirror

Harav Shelomo Zalman Auerbach (Halikhot Shelomo
Tefilla page 58) ruled that it is permissible to keep a small
mirror in the tefillin kuracha so that the wearer can check to
see that he has positioned his tefillin shel rosh correctly, and
it is not necessary to stipulate at first to permit this. We may
automatically assume that the original designation of the
kuracha was for “tefillin and all tefillin needs.” The
stringent ruling of the Mishna Berura and Kol Yaakov
applies to using the kuracha for things unrelated to the
mitzvah of tefillin such as a prayer book, but we can be
more lenient regarding items needed to enhance the mitzvah
of tefillin itself. The same should apply to a black marker
used to touch up the battim or straps where the black color
has worn away. Even so, the Halikhot Shelomo
recommended keeping the mirror in the tallit’s kuracha.

Nowadays, we enclose our tefillin in plastic cases that
cover them on all sides. Therefore, there is more room to be
lenient and permit keeping these items in the tefillin kuracha,
as explained in the following halakha.
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