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Designating a
kuracha
without
holding it

10) Whether or not the person holds the pouch in his hands when he declares,
“I designate this pouch for tefillin,” it is considered a full-fledged designation.
Therefore, if he places tefillin in the pouch after this declaration [even without

thinking of his previous declaration], it becomes sanctified to be used

exclusively for tefillin.

Nullifying a
designation

If someone designates a pouch to be used permanently for tefillin, but changes
his mind before he uses it even one time and stipulates that he is using it for

tefillin only temporarily, his original declaration is cancelled. He can at any
time use it for a mundane purpose.

Designating
mentally but
not verbally

The Poskim debated the halakha regarding someone who decided to designate
a pouch to be used permanently for tefillin but never verbalized his intentions.

In practice, the ruling is to be lenient, and as long as he did not think of those
intentions when he placed tefillin in the pouch, it is not considered to be designated. See

the discussion in the footnote.*®

369. The Kol Yaakov (42:12) ruled according to the

Levushe Serad’s opinion that even if the person did
not verbalize his intentions, the sack is considered to be
permanently designated if the person had decided to use it
permanently for tefillin and then inserted tefillin in the
sack. The Peri Megadim remained undecided about this,
but the Mishna Berura (Bi'ur Halakha) cited several
Rishonim who ruled that the sack is considered

permanently designated as long as the person held it in his
hands and stated that he wishes to use it for tefillin
[although he did not specify that he means to permanently
designate it]. If he made such a statement without holding
to be permanently

the sack, it is not considered

designated. Therefore, if he held the sack and did not
verbalize any of his intentions, it is not considered to be
permanently designated.

The Bi'ur Halakha added that if someone decided to use
the sack permanently for tefillin and then immediately
placed tefillin in it, the act of placing tefillin in the sack
demonstrates his thoughts at the time, and it is considered a
permanent designation. If he had decided to use it
permanently for tefillin but did not place tefillin in it at
that time, and when he did place tefillin in it he was not
thinking of his previous decision, it is not considered to be
designated.

96 fe(




Beki’im Bahalacha 5

Using a Tefillin Kuracha for Mundane Purposes - Siman 42

MR A%0 IR L1950 925 37 7P AT NP2 DX XPIT XITL,0°37 DR NI0IRT M WNY
WA ,MINTAN 712 751 XD 70 INXR MW PYONY 00 WY OR PIR L (pven 11 myw K wTpmn)

[ TN T2 5D PN NN NP 3 AW9EY AT ¥ a0 vo asvn mea) SIDIAY PINIR KDY 72 X 1772

10°DNAY 3T 73T 152 PR 191N DONANN PYENT PR 720w Aywa Pn? PN nR pamn 109
TINY PYDNR DR 007N AXIIW VWA DR YaR T2 0201 YW Awyn 917 TIsw ,awiTpa

(o my 9sn mvw mwma xvewnl LTWITRPA PPN 0°DNAY P9I 0% PN DX pam pnn

7V 7IRY L0507 0KV 7RI NAwn LJop YW AT Ox onRa phm L3N

11) Once someone designates a pouch to be used as a kuracha for tefillin, even
though he does not place the tefillin inside it until some other time or on
another day, the kuracha cannot be used for mundane purposes. The
designation becomes finalized whenever he places the tefillin in the pouch. If someone
designated a pouch for a set of tefillin that he has not yet purchased, however, the
designation does not count at all, and it may be used for other purposes even after he
places a pair of tefillin in it. —
Likewise, if the person, or someone else, first places tefillin into the pouch and only
then does he designate it to be used permanently for this purpose, the pouch does not
become sanctified. The act of placing tefillin in the pouch must be what confirms a
previous act of designating it. If someone designates it to be used for tefillin at the same
time that he places tefillin in it, the designation is effective and the pouch has been

Designating a
kuracha in
advance

permanently sanctified for tefillin.

A child’s
designation

370. The Peri Megadim established a general rule that a

child’s thoughts have no halakhic affect on his
property, but if he demonstrates his intentions through his
actions, they do have an affect. Therefore, if a child
designates a sack for tefillin it does not count at all, and
even if he places tefillin in it later on it is considered a
case of placing tefillin in the sack without designating it.
This is the ruling of the Kol Yaakov (42:18). The Mishna
Berura (Bi'ur Halakha) disagreed, and ruled that if a child
verbally designates a sack to be used permanently for
tefillin, his words are effective. If the child declares this

12) The Aharonim debated whether it is forbidden to place money in a pouch
that was designated to be used permanently for tefillin by a child younger than
bar mitzvah. See the discussion in the footnote.

370

intention and then personally places tefillin in the sack,
the sack is sanctified.

The Peri Megadim agrees that if an adult designated the
sack for tefillin and then his child places tefillin in it, the
sack is now sanctified. Furthermore, he agrees that if the
child places tefillin in a sack immediately after he declared
that it should be designated permanently for tefillin, the
sack is sanctified. In this case, the designation is considered
a physical act and not just a verbal declaration, and
therefore even a child’s designation is effective.
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Sack made 13) Even if the pouch was fashioned specifically to hold tefillin, such as those
spectfealy manufactured today with the word tefillin specially embroidered on them, it is

still permissible to place money in it, or to use it for some other mundane
purpose until someone places tefillin in it. The act of embroidering the word tefillin on the
kuracha is considered no more than a verbal declaration until tefillin are actually placed in
it.

If someone fashioned a kuracha specifically for tefillin and then declared before he
placed tefillin in it that he does not wish it to be permanently designated for tefillin, it still
becomes sanctified when he places tefillin in it, and it is forbidden to ever use it for a
mundane purpose. This is because he had already permanently designated it for tefillin
through his actions [and actions cannot be cancelled by a simple statement].>”!

pesignating ~ 14) If someone placed tefillin in a sack but decided at that time that he wishes
temporarily ¢ use this sack for this purpose only temporarily, the sack does not become

permanently sanctified no matter how many times it is used for tefillin. He may
change it at any time to use it for money or other mundane items. If he placed tefillin in
the sack intending to use it permanently for this purpose, it becomes permanently
sanctified even though he never verbalized these intentions.

371. Although the Aharonim ruled that if someone the kuracha of today, then once it is used for tefillin it can

designated a sack to be used for tefillin but no longer be used for any other purpose. The fact that he
changed his mind before he ever used it for tefillin, it may places tefillin in a kuracha that has the word tefillin and a
be used for any other purpose as explained above in religious theme embroidered onto it automatically
halakha 10, this applies to an ordinary sack only. If the sanctifies it despite his intention for it not to be
sack was fashioned specially to be used for tefillin, such as permanently sanctified.






