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Preface Switching Tefillin Shel Yad and Shel Rosh

T
:/ he Talmud teaches (Menahot 34b): “If someone has no tefillin shel yad
but he has two tefillin shel rosh, he should wrap a sheet of leather over one
of them, and then he may wear it [as tefillin shel yad].” By covering the
tefillin shel rosh and hiding the fact that it has four separate compartments, it
can be then used as tefillin shel yad.

The Talmud then challenges this teaching, since Ribbi Yohanan issued a
ruling that it is permissible to change tefillin shel yad to tefillin shel rosh, but
it is not permissible to change tefillin shel rosh to tefillin shel yad, since by
doing so one lowers the level of its sanctity. The Talmud resolves the
contradiction by explaining that Ribbi Yohanan was referring to tefillin shel
rosh that had been used for the mitzvah already. Since it has been_fully
inaugurated with the higher sanctity of tefillin shel rosh, it may not be used
afterward for the mitzvah of tefillin shel yad, which has less sanctity. The first
teaching refers to a prepared tefillin shel rosh that has never yet been used,
and therefore has not been fully charged with the sanctity of the mitzvah.
Therefore, it is still permissible to change it into tefillin shel yad.

Based on this passage, the Shulhan Arukh ruled (42:1): “It is forbidden to
change tefillin shel rosh into tefillin shel yad since the shel rosh has a higher
level of sanctity. It is permissible to change tefillin shel yad into tefillin shel
rosh. If the tefillin have never yet been used for the mitzvah, it is permissible
even to change the tefillin shel rosh to tefillin shel yad.”

Why is tefillin shel rosh more sacred?

Rashi explained that this is based on the fact that tefillin represent one of
God’s Names — Shaddai. The tefillin shel rosh is more sacred than tefillin
shel yad since two letters of that Name appear on the tefillin shel rosh (shin
on the bayit and dalet on the strap) whereas only one letter (yod) appears on
the (strap of the) tefillin shel yad. Furthermore, tefillin shel rosh is more
exalted since it advertises to the world that God placed His Name on the
Jewish people. Ribbi Eliezer [ben Hurkanos] taught that this is the meaning
of the verse (Devarim 28:10): “9y X791 7 ¥ *2 7T Ay 22 w7 — all the
nations of the world will see that God’s Name is called upon you.”
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The Magen Avraham (28:4) added that since tefillin shel rosh is more sacred,
it is forbidden to place tefillin shel yad on top of tefillin shel rosh. See the
Mishna Berura (28:7).
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Switching Tefillin Shel Yad and Shel Rosh

Changing
tefillin shel
rosh to tefillin
shel yad

1) It is forbidden to take any part of zefillin shel rosh and use it as part of tefillin
shel yad. This applies to the bayit housing, the parchments, and even tothe
strap. Tefillin shel rosh possesses a higher level of sanctity than tefillin shel yad

since two of the three letters that spell the Name Shaddai are represented on the refillin

shel rosh. It is forbidden to use an item of high sanctity for a purpose that is less sacre

4
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Likewise, it is forbidden to take a [plastic or cardboard] cover that has been used for
tefillin shel rosh and use it for tefillin shel yad.>>
Based on this, if someone has no fefillin shel yad but he has two tefillin shel rosh, he may

not change one of them into tefillin shel ya

354. See the preface to this Siman for an expanded
explanation of this concept.

355. The Aharonim ruled that it is forbidden to take a
pouch designated for tefillin shel rosh and use it for
tefillin shel yad, and this applies equally to the covers
placed on the tefillin before wrapping up the straps.
Nowadays, the plastic covers used for tefillin are made in
such a manner that it would not be possible to use the
cover of tefillin shel rosh for tefillin shel yad since the
latter needs to have a portion cut off to allow for the knot
to fit into it. Furthermore, the space inside the cover
made for tefillin shel yad is slightly larger than the space
in the cover of the tefillin shel rosh, so that the tefillin shel
rosh would not fit snugly into the cover of the tefillin shel
yad.
The Piske Teshuvot (42:1) noted that it is common for
the bottom parts of these covers to break off. There is no
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way to distinguish between the bottoms of the covers. If
someone wishes to salvage used bottoms to repair the covers
of his tefillin, he may do so for his refillin shel rosh, but he
must not take a used cover bottom for his tefillin shel yad
unless he can verify that it had not been used for tefillin shel
rosh.

356. This ruling is based on the Magen Avraham. Maran

the Rishon Letziyon (responsa Yabia Omer Vol.
VIII, footnote to #19:3) pointed out that the Torah
prohibition forbidding one from lowering an item’s

sanctity applies only to the leather housings of the tefillin,
since they contain the parchments upon which passages of
the Torah are written. The tefillin straps, however, have
the status of tashmishe kedusha, accessories of a sacred
item. It is not forbidden by the Torah to lower the level
of the sanctity of tashmishe kedusha; it is forbidden only
by our Sages’ institution. Therefore, it is possible that if
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Changing 2) It is permissible to change tefillin shel yad into tefillin shel rosh. That is, he
;‘af",”;',' ff,';;,,.n can fashion the bayir into four separate compartments and then place each of
shel rosh the four passages written on the parchment into its designated compartment.™’

Likewise, it is permissible to take a tefillin parchment that had been used in
tefillin shel yad®™® and use it for tefillin shel rosh, and to take a strap that had been used for

tefillin shel yad and use it for tefillin shel rosh.
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changinga  3) If someone has a brand-new tefillin shel rosh that has not been used yet for

o, the mitzvah, it is permissible to change it into tefillin shel yad. This is done by

rosh wrapping a sheet of leather over the bayit so that it appears to have only one

compartment.>® Even though it was originally designated specifically to be

tefillin shel rosh, the act of designating the item does not determine its status until it is
actually used.

Likewise, even though the strap has been knotted in the form of the letter dalet for use

as tefillin shel rosh, as long as it has not yet been used for the mitzvah it is considered only

to have been designated. Therefore, it still may be changed and used for tefillin shel yad.

someone is missing a strap for zefillin shel yad and he has an See the Kol Yaakov (42:3), the Shulhan Arukh (32:38), and
extra strap that had been used for tefillin shel rosh, it would the Mishna Berura (32:172).

be permissible for him to use that strap for his tefillin shel

yad. It should be permissible to override the prohibition 358. The single parchment placed in tefillin shel yad has all

of lowering the strap’s sanctity so that it will be possible four passages written on it. To use it for zefillin shel
to fulfill the Torah mitzvah of refillin shel yad. rosh, one must cut the parchment into four parts and
’ place each part into the appropriate compartment.

Nevertheless, it appears that Harav Zalman forbids this.
The Yalkut Yosef cited both opinions without issuing a  359. The Mishna Berura (42:7) explained that although
definite ruling. there are still four separate compartments inside
with four separate parchments, it is still kosher as tefillin
357. The bayit of tefillin shel rosh must be separated into shel yad since it appears to be a single compartment from
four compartments; otherwise it is not kosher at all. the outside.






