Beki’im Bahalacha 5

The Number of Lines on Each Scroll - Siman 35
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ces Siman 35 &o

The Number of Lines on Each Scroll

The ancient
tradition

1) The centuries-old tradition is to write the passages for tefillin shel yad in
seven lines, and the passages for tefillin shel rosh in four lines.

206 (Illustration

Ne 146) If a scribe does not follow this tradition, his tefillin scrolls are nonetheless

kosher.

Deviating
from the
tradition

2) If a scribe does not have parchment large enough to write seven lines unless
he writes extremely small letters, it is better that he write the scroll for tefillin

shel yad on fewer lines so that he can write standard-sized letters. This enhances
the beauty of the tefillin since the larger writing will last for many more years than tiny,
thin letters. Furthermore, it is far more difficult to shape the letters correctly when writing

206. Several Rishonim, including the Arba’a Turim, listed
which word should begin each line. The Arizal
recommended an alternate list of words to follow, as cited
by the Kol Yaakov (35:1). The Mishna Berura (35:2)
testified that nowadays the scribes do not necessarily
follow either of these lists, and they begin each line with
whichever word they happen to be up to. Even if someone
wishes to follow the prescribed list, he must not stretch
letters or crowd letters in order to do so. A limited
amount of stretching letters, however, is acceptable.

Even though this tradition is no longer the common
practice, here is the list as it is presented by the Aharonim:

For tefillin shel yad —

a) nnn XD AT ,nn'? KXY 073 DX 027

b) MX? R ,WpR 2 K7 awa oM

©) mwm 3T NP3 7337 v LN vy

d) 73,022y P2 /7 WK ,002 7 ,N79K) ,0WDI Y LM
TwWYN

For tefillin shel rosh —
a) KT Lm0
b) ©7217 oM v P2 ,nvan ogEn B0 e B M
) 7y 7237 w1 v
d) o233 nx 10N X7 20y T
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very small characters. The scribe will surely be forced to leave out details and raggim that
the Talmud requires. According to some Rishonim, the scroll is not kosher if the taggim
are missing.

If someone decides to use tefillin with scrolls written in tiny letters, he must have them
very carefully examined and he must ascertain that the scribe is a God-fearing individual.
Otherwise, it is likely that the scroll was written by a beginner who barely knows any of
the pertinent halakhot. See above in Siman 32:24.
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ces Siman 36 o

Forming Each Letter Correctly

Details of 1) A scribe must take great care to write each letter correctly, so that none is
exchleters  misshapen or appears to be a different letter.”®” If even part of a letter is

misshapen, it is not kosher. Examples of this are: a) the top right-hand section
of a letter alef is missing; b) the sharp tip of the letter yod is missing; and c¢) the top or
bottom section of a letter alef'is connected to the main body of the letter at more than one
point. In these cases, the letter is not kosher even if a child recognizes which letter it is
supposed to be, since the letter is obviously written incorrectly. This was explained above
in Siman 32:48.

Avoid 2) Each letter must be formed according to halakhic specifications. Our Sages
sonfusing ¢ derived this halakha from the word (Devarim 6:9) onan3), which means literally,
another “You shall write them.” Our Sages saw that this word ukhtavtam gives us the

message of ukhtav tam, meaning “write them in perfect form.”

For one thing, this means that the scribe may not substitute one letter for another even
if they have almost identical sounds. He may not substitute an ayin for an alef or an alef
for an ayin. Also, the scribe must take care not to confuse two letters that have similar

207. If part of a letter resembles a different letter

The Mishna Berura (36:3), citing Harav Eliyahu of Vilna and the Peri Hadash, ruled that if only part of the letter
resembles another one, the letter is kosher. This is likewise the ruling of Maran the Rishon Letziyon (responsa Yabia Omer
Vol. II, Y.D. #20:7; responsa Yehave Da’at Vol. II, #3) citing Harav Yaakov Castro.
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shapes, such as the letters '2 and '3, or the letters 1 and "7, or the letters 7 and ', or the
letters /1 and ", or the letters 't and ’3, or the letters ‘0 and 0.

Instead, the scribe must write each letter according to its prescribed form. He must not
leave out any part of a letter, not even the tip of a letter yod. All those letters that call for
taggim should have them included. See more about this above in Siman 32:23.

whole letters ~ 3) Every letter [except for i1 and ’p] must consist of one piece. Therefore the
ind vopiece appendages of letters such as ’X, '@, 'y, and 'S must each be connected to the
body of the letter. If even one is not connected, the passage is not kosher, as
was explained above in Siman 32, halakhot 59 and 77. The letters mem sofit 'a and samekh
's must be entirely closed, as one continuous ‘“‘circle.” Otherwise, those letters are not
kosher.
In contrast, the letters he 't and gof '» must consist of two separate parts. If those two
parts are connected, the letter is not kosher, as explained above in Siman 32:70.

Clear, 4) The scribe should write the tefillin passages with a clear, uniform
handwriting in order to beautify the mitzvah. This is so although the
passages are inserted into sealed battim and are never seen by others. He should
write somewhat large, clearly legible letters, since very small and thin letters are liable to
fade away. He should make sure to write the words in straight lines that do not zigzag up
and down. This was explained above in Siman 32:24.

uniform
handwriting






