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Sewing the Battim Closed - Siman 32
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The common custom, in order to sew twelve stitches, is to drill a hole in each of the
four corners and two more holes on each side between the corners. This makes a total of
twelve holes.

symmetrical ~ 195) The twelve holes should be positioned equidistant from one another,
stitching .. .11 . ..
giving the tefillin the beauty of symmetry. (Illustration Ne115) If the technician
makes some of the holes closer together and others further apart, however, the
tefillin are perfectly kosher. The only thing that really matters is that the stitches form a
perfect square, as explained above in halakha 143.

Stitching 196) The thread is run two times around the titura, once clockwise and once
prce aromd o ounterclockwise, so that it covers the twelve stitches above the titura and

below it. (Illustration Ne116) If the thread is run only once around the titura,
leaving every other stitch blank, the tefillin are not kosher.

Using asingle  197) All twelve stitches should be made with a single thread.!”® If the person
thread sewing the tefillin finds that his thread is too short to make it all the way
around two times, he may tie another thread to the one he is using and then use

617 fe(

The Bet Yosef derived from the Shimusha Rabba that if ~ majority of the Poskim. This is likewise the ruling of
someone sews less than ten stitches, the tefillin are not Rama and other Aharonim.
kosher. The Mordekhi, however, ruled that even if one sews
less than ten or more than fourteen stitches the tefillin are 170. The source for this is Rabbenu Yosef Askandarani,
kosher. The Bet Yosef concluded that this seems to concur cited in the Bet Yosef. The Levush (32:51) added
with the opinion of Rambam and the overwhelming that this is an ancient tradition and that it enhances the
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them as if they are one continuous thread. (Illustration Ne117) Nevertheless, the halakha
considers it be nicer if one continuous thread is used without any knots.'”!

198) The common custom, following the instructions of several Rishonim, is to
begin sewing by pulling the thread [before shutting the bottom titura to cover
the bayit] up through the front hole, second from the right of the person
wearing the tefillin. This is the hole between the compartment of vehaya im shamowa and
the compartment of Shema, and it is the same hole through which the calf’s hair
protrudes. (Illustration Ne 118) If someone begins by running the thread through another hole,
however, the tefillin are kosher. [After pulling the thread up through this hole, the titura is
shut and the person begins the twelve stitches around the titura.] Once the twelve stitches
are completed, the halakha does not require one to tie the end of the thread into a knot.
The stitches themselves are sufficient. Nevertheless, it is recommended to tie a small knot
in a manner that will not be noticeable. (Illustration Ne119)

Where to
begin

199) The stitches should be positioned on the titura close to the ketzitza, but it
is not necessary for the stitches to enter the ketzitza. The stitches must not go
around the edges of the titura as if it was the hem of a garment. The edges of
the titura, rather, must surround the twelve stitches.!” (lllustration Ne 120)

Position of the
stitches

beauty of the tefillin. If two threads are joined by a knot and
used, the knot will detract from the beauty of the tefillin.

171. Although the Mishna Berura ruled (32:231) that all the

Poskim agree that the tefillin are perfectly kosher if
two threads are knotted together to complete the twelve
stitches, the Levush cited in the previous footnote
complained that this knot detracts from the tefillin’s
beauty. Therefore, it is best to use a single, continuous
thread.

If the thread snaps while stitching the tefillin

According to the Ture Zahav, it is permissible to tie the
two halves together and continue sewing. The Bayit Hadash
and Magen Avraham ruled that if the thread snaps it is a
proof that the thread is weak and deficient, and therefore

the stitches must be undone and a new thread used from the
beginning. The Mishna Berura (32:231) and the Kol Yaakov
(32:235) ruled that one may rely on the Ture Zahav’s ruling
if one has no other thread to use. The Halakha Berura (page
467) ruled that it is best to replace the broken thread with a
new one, but if he does not have a thread that is long
enough he may rely on the Ture Zahav. See below in Siman
33:3 for the halakha if the thread snaps after the bayit is
completely sewn up.

172. The Mishna Berura (32:228) and the Kol Yaakov

(32:231) added that if the titura is a separate piece
of leather and not an extension of the ketzitza, one must
make sure that the stitches go through the bottom flaps of
the ketzitza that are connected to the titura. Nowadays,
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With proper
intentions

200) Before beginning to sew the bayit, one should declare that one is doing this
for the sake of the sanctity of tefillin. According to the Shulhan Arukh, the

tefillin are kosher even if one failed to have this intention.'”® Nevertheless, it is
recommended to undo the stitches and sew the bayit over again, this time with the correct

intentions.

Thread
between the
compartments

201) The thread used for the twelve stitches should also be pulled through the
three partitions between the four compartments of the tefillin shel rosh.

(Mlustration Ne121) If this is not done the tefillin are still kosher. In fact, many

communities do not follow this practice altogether.

our tefillin battim are made of or ehad, with the ketzitza and
titura fashioned together from a single sheet of leather.
Therefore, this is not an issue at all.

173. The Zivhe Tzedek (Vol. 11, responsa #4, cited in the

Kol Yaakov 32:230 and the Or Letziyon Vol. 1II,
page 284) ruled that all steps in the manufacture of tefillin
that are halakha leMoshe miSinai need to be done with
intentions for the sake of the sanctity of tefillin.
According to Maran, the tefillin are kosher even if one
failed to have these intentions, but according to Rama the
tefillin are not kosher. The Halakha Berura (pages 438-
441) concluded, however, that one should follow the
stringent opinion.

174.  Whether or not to pull the thread between the
compartments

Harav HIDA (Birke Yosef 32:15) commented that it is
possible to pull the thread between the four compartments
only if the compartments are separated all the way down to
the level of the titura where the bayit is stitched. The
halakha, however, does not require the compartments to be
separated to that extent, as long as the crack separating the
compartments is visible on the outside. See above in
halakha 154. If the bayit is made in that manner, it will be
impossible to pull the thread of the stitches between the
compartments. Indeed, most tefillin are not manufactured
with the compartments separate down to the bottom with

174

the thread running between them, since this makes the bayit
liable to lose its square shape. The chances of this happening
are increased if there is a thread running between the
compartments, which will likely force them apart with time.
Harav HIDA concluded that it must be that we rely on the
opinion of the Sefer Mitzvot Katan (#153, page 116) who
ruled that it is not necessary to run a thread between the
compartments unless one is using a single scroll with all four
passages inside the bayit of the tefillin shel rosh. When using
four separate parchments, it is altogether unnecessary.

Nowadays, thanks to modern technology, tefillin bartim
can be manufactured from a single sheet of leather in such a
way that the compartments can be separated down to the
bottom, allowing the thread to be run between them, and
yet their durability is not at all compromised. Therefore, the
Halakha Berura (page 465) ruled that people ought to
observe the practice of running the thread between the
compartments. If they do not, the tefillin are kosher
anyway.

The Piske Teshuvot (32:75) cited several Aharonim
testifying that the common custom is not to run the
thread between the compartments, relying on the opinion
of the Ture Zahav. In our times, however, almost all battim
manufacturers run thread between the compartments,
following the instructions of the majority of Rishonim and
the Shulhan Arukh. It is well-known that the Arizal observed
this practice. Today, with improved methods of battim
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Gluing the
bayit shut

202) If someone glued the bayir shut before sewing it, it is not kosher.'”
(Tllustration Ne 122) Once it has been sewn together, however, it may be glued. The

common practice today is to glue together the upper fitura and the bottom
titura after they have been sewn shut, since this makes the bayit more durable and avoids

ugly cracks in the fitura.'’® (lllustration Ne 123)

The Tefillin Knots

Knot shaped
like dalet

203) Once the tefillin shel rosh has been sewn together, the leather strap is run
through the ma’abarta(lilustration Ne 124) and then tied in a knot that resembles

the shape of the letter dalet. (Tlllustration Ne 125) The strap of the tefillin shel yad is
tied into a knot that resembles the shape of the letter yod. (lllustration Ne 126) Combined with
the letter shin displayed on the bayit of the tefillin shel rosh, these letters spell God’s Name

Shaddai.

manufacture and of spinning thin but strong thread, there is
no longer an excuse not to observe this practice. The
responsa Divre Yatziv (Vol. I, #24) likewise ruled that one
ought to observe this practice since each step in the
assembly of tefillin has great Heavenly influence although
we are unaware of it in our generation. The Minhat Yehuda
Virushalayim likewise ruled that this practice should not be
discarded, especially since some Rishonim claimed that this
practice is halakha leMoshe miSinai. Therefore, although the
halakha is that tefillin are kosher even without this, it is
highly recommended to observe this practice.

How it is done

The Zikhron Eliyahu (5:7) states that the common
custom is to pull the thread between the compartments at
the level of the titura while the bayit is fashioned. By the
time it is finished, the thread is hidden inside the ketzitza
and no longer visible. In some communities, however, the
thread is purposely pulled forward so that it remains visible
after the bayit has been completed. (Illustration Ne 122)

As long as the thread is in its place, it does not matter if
it is afterward covered with glue to hold the compartments
together. This is the ruling of Harav Shelomo Zalman
Auerbach (Halikhot Shelomo Tefilla, page 52) and the
responsa Divre Yatziv (Vol. 1, #24), cited in the Piske
Teshuvot.

175. The Mishna Berura (Bi'ur Halakha 32:51) cited a

leading Torah authority who warned that one must
not glue the bayit shut before sewing it, since it has been
already sealed by the glue and the stitches add nothing to
its final status. The halakha leMoshe miSinai, however, is
to sew the bayit shut, not to glue it.

176. The Hazon Ish (Collected Letters Vol. I, #189) ruled

that one must not glue the bayit shut even if it was
already sewn together. The bayit must be held together by
the stitches, according to the halakha leMoshe miSinai, not
by glue. The responsa Teshuvot Vehanhagot (Vol. IV, #8)
ruled that it is best to follow this ruling. The responsa






