Beki’im Bahalacha 5

Inserting the Scrolls Into the Battim - Siman 32
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Securing the
scroll in place

187) If the scroll is loose in its compartment, it is permissible to add another
piece of blank parchment next to it to hold it in place and ensure that it does

not [turn around or] fall down into the area of the tifura.'®" (llustration Ne 110)

Adult male
Jew

188) Only an adult who is obligated to fulfill the mitzvah of tefillin should
insert the scrolls into the battim. Before he begins, he should declare that he is

inserting the scrolls for the sake of the sanctity of tefillin.

Insert scrolls
in the proper
order

189) The custom is to insert the four scrolls of the tefillin shel rosh in order,
starting with kadesh, then vehaya ki yevi’akha, and so forth. Nevertheless, if

someone inserts them in a different order the tefillin are perfectly kosher, as
long as he inserted each scroll into the compartment where it belongs. If any of the scrolls
is not placed in the proper compartment, the tefillin shel rosh is not kosher.

Uvi'urim cited the author of Hazon Ish explaining that in the
tefillin shel rosh we need to have the four separate scrolls in
four separate compartments, and therefore the scrolls must
be inserted entirely in the compartments. In the tefillin shel
yad, there is no need for any separation, and therefore we
may be lenient about positioning the scroll. It is best
however, to make sure that the scroll of the tefillin shel yad
is inserted entirely inside its compartment above the titura.
(Illustration Ne 109)

Trimming the scrolls’ margins

The Halakha Berura (page 456) stated that if someone
wishes to insert brand-new tefillin scrolls into battim and he
finds that they protrude down into the titura, he may trim
the margins above the top line and below the bottom line if
that will enable the scrolls to fit entirely into their
compartments. If the scrolls have already been used for
the mitzvah of tefillin, however, he may not trim the
margins. The act of fulfilling the mitzvah has enhanced the
sanctity of the parchments, and the margins may not be

made unusable. If someone did trim the margins mistakenly,
the tefillin are kosher and may be used.

161. This is the ruling of the responsa Even Yisrael, cited in
the Piske Teshuvot (32:70), and Harav Hayim
Kanyevski in Da’at Torah (Vol. III, #582). Harav
Menashe Gross, however, argued (Lema’an Pe’erkha, page
81) that the extra piece of parchment might be considered
a foreign body interrupting between the side of the bayit
and the scroll. The Tefira Tama (page 89) refuted that,
explaining that parchment cannot be considered an
interruption since it is made of animal skin just like the
bayit and the scroll. Nevertheless, the extra parchment
might present a different halakhic problem, so he
recommended using a long piece of parchment as the
scroll’s wrapper, and to wedge the scroll in by pushing the
extra portion alongside it. Even this suggestion was
challenged by Harav Levi Yitzhak of Berdichev in the
foreword to Ta'alumot Soferim (#15). Nevertheless, the
common custom is as described by the Tefira Tama.
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Regarding 190) The tefillin shel yad contains a single scroll on which all four passages are
j,f{,’,”’" sl written, each one in a separate column. The scribe is supposed to leave a space

as wide as two average letters vp) or v, for example (Illustration Ne 111)) between
each column. If the scribe left a space narrower than this between the columns, it is kosher
as long as a reader will recognize that there are separate columns.'®
The scroll should be rolled up from end to beginning so that the passage of kadesh
appears as soon as someone begins to unwind it. Calf’s hair is wound around the scroll
and it is enclosed in a parchment wrapper, (Illustration Ne 112) as explained above in halakha
179,'% and then the scroll is inserted into the bayit.

191) If a scribe wrote the four passages on four separate scrolls, he may roll
them together and insert them into a bayit of tefillin shel yad. The custom of
Ashkenazic Jews in such a case is to first glue together the four scrolls so that
they appear to be a single roll. The glue that is used should be kosher, meaning that it is
not made from a nonkosher animal.'® If no such glue is available, nonkosher glue may be
used.

On separate
scrolls

162. 1If the scribe left no space between the columns

If the columns are so close together that a reader is likely
to read straight from one column onto the next, it is still
possible to repair the scroll. The Kol Yaakov (32:218)
explained that the scroll can be cut between the passages
and then one may insert the separated parchments together

it is likewise permissible to separate two words that appear
to be one by erasing a bit from the last letter of the first
word and from the first letter of the second word.

163. The footnote to that halakha includes a discussion
regarding winding the hairs vertically or

into the bayit. Although all four passages are supposed to be
written on a single scroll, in this the single scroll cannot be
used, and therefore it may be cut and used as two or more
pieces.

The act of making the scroll kosher by cutting it into
separate columns does not infringe on the principles of shelo
kesidran or of hak tokhot, since it does not involve writing
letters or erasing letters. As explained above in halakha 85,

horizontally around the scroll.

164. Synthetic glue in tefillin

The Poskim instructed us to use glue made from kosher
animals. Some Aharonim explained that this means that the
glue must be made of an animal source, while we are to
choose glue made from kosher animals. According to this,
one may not use glue made from synthetic sources, since it is
impossible to choose kosher chemicals from nonkosher
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The custom of Sefardic Jews, however, is to roll together the four scrolls without gluing
them into one. The final passage is rolled up first, and then the third passage is rolled
around it. After that, the second passage is rolled around them, and the first passage is
rolled around the others, completing the roll. Each passage should be rolled from end to
beginning. After winding the hair and parchment wrapper around the roll, it can be
inserted into the bayit. Nowadays, many Sefardic Jews have adopted the practice of gluing
the passages together, since it enhances the beauty of the scroll to appear as one.

192) According to this, if a scribe wrote a scroll for tefillin shel yad and then
found that he had omitted a word from the final passage, he may write that
passage again on a separate parchment, cut off the invalid passage, and roll
together the new scroll with the three-passage scroll in the manner described in the
previous halakha. If he follows the practices of gluing together the separate scrolls, he
may do that in this case as well. The same applies if the scribe ends up needing to rewrite
two or three passages.

Replacing a
nonkosher
scroll

chemicals. See the responsa Minhat Yehuda (Vol. VII, #1;
Vol. IX, #2). Most Poskim, however, give no clue that there
is such a stringency. See the responsa Noda Bihuda (Vol. 1,
#1) and the Nishmat Adam (14:3). Nevertheless, the
common custom is to use glue made from kosher animals
(pulverized cowhide cooked into a paste).

Regarding gluing separate scrolls together, any type of
glue can be used if kosher glue is not available, because
technically there is no need to glue them together altogether.
In fact, the Sefardic tradition is to leave the scrolls separate
and not to glue them together. Synthetic glue can certainly
be used for this purpose. For purposes when glue is needed

for the tefillin to be kosher, however, there is room to be
stringent and demand glue made from a kosher animal.
When the tefillin would be kosher without being glued, one
may use synthetic glue if one chooses. For example,
synthetic glue can be used to hold together the four
compartments of the tefillin shel rosh if they are all made
from a single sheet of leather. In that case, the purpose of
the glue is only to keep the compartments from separating
with the passage of time. Also, synthetic glue may be used to
seal the titura shut after the bayit has been sewn together.
See what the Piske Teshuvot (32:73) cites from the Zikhron
Eliyahu.






