Day 44

Beki’im Bahalacha 5

Folding and Wrapping the Scrolls - Siman 32
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Calf’s hair

177) The custom is to coil the hair of a calf (Illustration Ne96) around the scrolls

rather than the hair of another animal. This reminds us of the sin of the Golden

Calf and warns us not to repeat such an error. Also, it serves to atone for that

sin.'"* Generally, the hair of the tail is used since they are long, tough, and can be knotted

easily.'*® Before using it, the hair must be washed well. There is no rule regarding the
number of hairs used to wind around each scroll.

If the hair of a calf is not available, the hair of a cow or bull may be used. The hair of

sheep must not be used, since the halakha considers it to be wool, not hair.

Knotting the
hair

147

178) After winding the hair around the scroll, the ends must be knotted
together or at least tucked into the coil so that the coil of hair continues to hold

the scroll together without anyone holding it.

Hair,
parchment,

and hair 148
wrapper.

145. The Eliya Rabba, cited by the Mishna Berura (32:210),
added that it is best to make all tefillin parts from
calves, unlike those who use male goat skins for the straps.

146. This is the ruling of the Melekhet Shamayim and Haye

Olam, cited by the Kol Yaakov (32:209). Rambam
preceded them, testifying (Hilkhot Tefillin 3:8) that the
common custom is to use hair from a calf’s tail. Since it is
the hair of the tail, it is doubly important to wash it well
before using it, since the tail is always in contact with the
calf’s excrement.

147.

Harav Akiva Eiger (gloss on Siman 32:44) refers us to
the responsa Besamim Rosh (Kassa deHarsana #19:2)

Human hair

179) The custom is to first wind hair around the scroll, then to wrap it with a
piece of kosher parchment, and then to wind hair around the parchment

regarding winding human hair around the tefillin scrolls.
The conclusion there is that one may use human hair, for
the halakha rejects only the hair of nonkosher animals.
Despite this, some scholars have questioned the authenticity
of the Besamim Rosh, suggesting that it might be a forgery.
The Mishnat Hasofer, cited in the Halakha Berura (page
450), likewise ruled that human hair may not be used for
this purpose.

148. Rambam’s instructions are to wrap the scroll with

parchment and then to wind hair around it. The
Sefer Mitzvot Gadol, however, pointed out that the
Talmud Yerushalmi teaches to wind the hair around the
scroll and then to wrap it with a piece of parchment. The
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In summary, the scroll is first rolled from its end to its beginning, (Illustration Ne94) and
then clean hairs taken from a calf’s tail are wound around it. (Illustration Ne97) After that, a
piece of parchment as wide as the roll’s diameter is wrapped around the scroll, (Tllustration
N98) and finally more hair is wound around the parchment wrapper. The end of the hair
must be tied or tucked under itself so that its remains coiled in place. (Tllustration Ne 99) There
are a number of variations regarding winding the hair and parchment wrappers vertically

or horizontally around the scrolls, as explained in the footnote.

With the
proper
intentions

Bet Yosef defended Rambam’s position, explaining that the
order really does not matter, as long as the scroll is wrapped
in both the hair and the parchment. Therefore, Rambam
recommended winding the hair around the parchment
wrapper since the hair will hold the parchment in place.
The Bet Yosef then cited the Agur (#68) testifying that the
common custom is to satisfy both opinions by first
winding hair around the scroll, then wrapping it with
parchment, and then winding hair around the wrapper.
This is cited by the Rama in his gloss to 32:44.

The Kol Yaakov (32:207) testified that the custom in
Baghdad followed Rambam’s formula, but he
recommended following the formula of the Agur to satisfy
all opinions. This is the common custom today.

149. Wrapping scrolls of the tefillin shel rosh

Some Poskim (Da’at Kedoshim) gave instructions to
wind the inner hair and the parchments vertically around
the scroll, and then to wind the outer hair horizontally
around the parchment wrapper. The responsa Shevet Halevi
(Vol. X, #5) added that this does not suggest the Christian
symbol of a cross.

Most tefillin today are put together with all the hair and
wrappers placed vertically around the scrolls. This makes it
much easier to insert the wrapped scrolls into the four
compartments of the refillin shel rosh. If the outer hair is
wrapped horizontally around the wrapper, it will likely get

149

180) The person winding the hairs around the scrolls and wrapping it in
parchment must perform these acts for the sake of the sanctity of tefillin

150

caught on the sides of the compartment, and possibly
pushed off the scroll altogether as the scroll is pushed into
the compartment. See the Zikhron Eliyahu (21:6) and the
Piske Teshuvot (Siman 32, footnote 505).

Wrapping the scroll of the tefillin shel yad

According to the Da’at Kedoshim, the inner hair and the
parchment wrapper should be wrapped vertically around
the scroll, and the outer hair should be wrapped
horizontally around the wrapper. This is identical to his
formula for the scrolls of the tefillin shel rosh, as explained
above. The Zikhron Eliyahu (ibid.), however, stated that
many people wrap the scroll of the tefillin shel yad
horizontally. It would be better, he complained, if they
would wrap it vertically, just like the scrolls of the tefillin
shel rosh.

There are those who wind the hair horizontally around
the scroll of the tefillin shel yad, but the parchment wrapper
is folded vertically around it. Technically, it is kosher no
matter how it is done. (Illustration Ne 112)

150. If this was performed without any specific intentions,

it seems that the tefillin are kosher according to the
Shulhan Arukh, as will be explained below in halakha 200.
The Halakha Berura (pages 438-441) demonstrated that
this is not necessarily correct. Therefore, we must be
stringent regarding this.
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rewrapping ~ 181) When someone opens a used pair of tefillin to inspect the scrolls and then
Z'j:,:fnf:'ge' rewraps them to put them back in the bayit, he must take care not to use the
them hairs or parchment that had been used to wrap one scroll for another scroll.
Those that had been used to wrap the scroll of kadesh, for example, may now be used only
to rewrap the scroll of kadesh and not any others. This rule is derived from the
construction of the Mishkan in the wilderness — each of the logs used for the walls was
numbered so that it would be positioned in the same place each time the Leviyim erected
the Mishkan."'

Likewise, the hairs and parchment that once had been used to wrap scrolls for tefillin
shel rosh may not be used to wrap a scroll for zefillin shel yad. See below in Siman 42:1 and
42:7. Certainly, the hairs and parchment that had once been used to wrap scrolls for
tefillin ““of Rashi” may not be used to wrap scrolls for tefillin ““of Rabbenu Tam,” or vice
versa.

Hair Protruding From Tefillin Shel Rosh

Hair 182) When inserting the scrolls of the tefillin shel rosh into the tefillin bayit, one
protuding. must make sure that some of the hairs that have been coiled around them
protrude from the bayit [through one of the holes prepared for the stitches] and

151. The Or Letziyon (Vol. 11, page 284) mentioned this Yaakov (32:204) and the Piske Teshuvot (32:69) equated
rule regarding the hairs, but not regarding the the parchment wrappers to the hairs regarding this halakha.

parchment wrappers. It could be that he felt that this was

important regarding the hairs since the halakha leMoshe ~ Unwinding the hairs and rewinding them

miSinai necessitates them, whereas it is questionable The Zikhron Eliyahu, cited in Piske Teshuvot (Siman 32,

whether the parchment wrappers are necessary. See above footnote 512), instructs the person inspecting used tefillin

in the footnote to halakha 175 for the debate among the scrolls to unwind the hairs coiled around them and later to

Rishonim regarding the parchment wrappers. The Ko/  wind them around the scrolls again before inserting the






