Beki’im Bahalacha 5

The Titura and Ma’abarta - Siman 32
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iree shinno ~ 165) If the letter shin becomes flattened with time and is no longer visible, it

longer
protrudes

must be refurbished and made visible again. This is no different than the

halakha requiring the bayit to be square — if it becomes misshapen with time, it
must be repaired as explained above in halakha 136.

The Titura and Ma’abarta

partsarond ~ 166) According to halakha leMoshe miSinai, each of the tefillin battim must

the ketzitza

have a titura, which is the leather platform covering the bottom of the ketzitza.

(Illustration Ne86) The literal meaning of the word titura is ““plank of a bridge.”
Besides this, the halakha leMoshe miSinai requires the battim to have a ma’abarta. This
means a leather extension on the back of the tifura through which the tefillin strap is run.
The word ma’abarta means “‘passageway.” The strap is not tied to the bayit; it is pulled
through the ma’abarta and then a knot is tied on the strap itself. (Tllustration Ne 87)
Technically, the titura and ma’abarta can be made from a piece of leather that is later
attached to the bayit. The common practice nowadays, however, is to make the ketzitza,
titura, and ma’abarta all from a single piece of leather, as explained above in halakha

131.14

143. The language used by the Shulhan Arukh (32:44)

suggests that the titura is another piece of leather
that is either sewn or glued to the ketzitza. The Mishna
Berura (32:201) explained that although many Poskim
ruled that the four compartments of the tefillin shel rosh
must be made from a single piece of leather, they agreed
that the titura and ma’abarta may be made from a

separate piece. He recommended, however, that people
purchase tefillin battim that are made entirely from a
single piece of leather. The Kol Yaakov (32:201) testified
that the practice in Baghdad was to choose a thick, strong
sheet of leather and bend it at one end so that it would
form the titura and ma’abarta.
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makingthe  167) As explained above in halakha 133, the titura must be shaped as a perfect
e squate— gquare, both on its top and on its bottom. Even though the leather of the fitura

extends on one end in order to form the ma’abarta, the square dimensions of
the titura are defined since the manufacturer cuts away wedges from the ma’abarta so that
there is a clear delineation between it and the fitura, on the top and the bottom.

The halakha does not specify how much must be cut away from the ma’abarta for this
purpose. As long as it is enough for the square titura to be clearly visible to an onlooker, it
is sufficient. (Illustration Ne88) The wedges cut away do not have to be of matching sizes.
Even if one side has more cut away then other side, or if the amount cut away on top does
not match the amount cut away on the bottom, it is acceptable. All that matters is the
edge described by the cut on one side matches the edge on the other side in a straight line
so that they give the titura the form of a perfect square. (Illustration Ne89)

The wedges cut away from the ma’abarta must come to sharp corners, clearly defining
the spot where the titura ends and the ma’abarta begins. If either one rounded, (Illustration
Ne90) it might pose a problem with defining the squareness of the titura.

shape of the  168) Just as the halakha requires that the sides of the titura have no pocks or
dips that would detract from its being a perfect square, the portions of its
fourth side that are cut away from the ma’abarta must likewise have no pocks
or dips. The leather forming the ma’abarta, however, does not need any symmetry. It is
kosher even if its ends are rounded or if it is bent upward or downward from the titura.
Cracks, pocks, or tears do not detract from its being kosher. In fact, even if the ma’abarta

ma’abarta
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is shorter than the titura, it is kosher as long as it still serves its purpose of holding the
tefillin strap in place. (Tllustration Ne91)

wide enough ~ 169) The ma’abarta should not be made wider than necessary, for that makes it
forthestrap— more difficult to position the tefillin properly on one’s arm and head. It should

not be made too narrow, either, for then the strap will have to be folded in
order to fit through it. The width of the passageway inside the ma’abarta should ideally be
equal to the width of the strap. (Illustration Ne92)

Regarding 170) The bayit of tefillin shel yad also needs to have a titura and a ma’abarta,
;”af",”’" el with wedges cut away to give the fitura its square dimensions. On the side
where the knot is to be placed, a larger portion is cut away. (Illustration Ne 93)

From kosher  171) The titura and ma’abarta must be made of the leather of a kosher animal
animals since they are attached to the ketzitza and become an integral part of the bayit.
This was explained above in halakha 126.

Leather plaste  172) The rules regarding the square leather piece that is glued onto the upper
portion of the titura were explained above in halakha 132.

added to titura






