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Petuhot vs. Setumot - Siman 32
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sefardic Jews  122) If a Sefardic Jew has no tefillin available to use other than those of an
wie i Ashkenazic Jew, he should put them on but without reciting the blessing unless
tefillin he verifies that the scrolls were not written according to the Ture Zahav’s
formula. If an Ashkenazic Jew has no tefillin available other those of a Sefardic Jew, he
may use them and recite the blessing. All the Poskim agreed that tefillin scrolls written
according to the Shulhan Arukh’s formula are kosher. Sefardic Jews may use tefillin

written in the tradition of Lubavitch Hassidim and even recite the blessing on them.

pefinition of ~ 123) When referring to a blank space that is nine letters long, this means that
“mine letters” - the scribe should leave a blank space long enough to write the words WX WX

Twx. It is best that he leave enough space as if he had written those words,
including the two spaces (as wide as the letter yod) between each word. (Illustration Ne 26) If a
scribe leaves a blank space only long enough to write the letter yod nine times, the scroll is
still considered kosher. If the space he left is shorter than this, it is as if he left no space at
all and the scroll is not kosher.'* The term “nine letters long” refers to letters matching
the size of the letters written in each particular scroll.

Regarding 124) Although the passages for tefillin shel rosh are written on four separate

rfilinshel— pieces of parchment, the scribe must still write the first three passages in the
form of parasha petuha and the fourth passage in the form of parasha setuma.

These rules apply to the scrolls of refillin shel yad and those of tefillin shel rosh.'**

103. The Piske Teshuvot (32:57) explained that if a scribe long enough to write the words TwX WX WX with a space
leaves a blank space at the end of the passage of  between each word.

Shema, that space must be shorter than nine letters yod. 104. The Mishna Berura (32:155) cited the Magen Avraham

The blank space that he should leave at the beginning of ruling that if the scribe did not form the passages of

the passage of vehaya im shamowa, however, is a space the tefillin shel rosh correctly regarding parasha petuha and
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Regarding 125) In tefillin scrolls written for tefillin ““of Rabbenu Tam,” the four passages
min of  appear in this order: kadesh, vehaya ki yevi'akha, vehaya im shamowa, Shema.
Tam”

The first two passages and the fourth passage are parashiyot petuhot, while the
third passage is a parasha setuma. According to the Shulhan Arukh, the scroll must be
written in the following manner:

a) The passage of kadesh begins at the right end of the first line without any
indentation. A blank space at least nine letters long must be left at the end of the final line.

b) The second passage likewise begins at the right end of the first line without any
indentation. No blank space should be left at the end. If some space must be left, it must
be less than nine letters long.

¢) The third passage (vehaya im shamowa) begins with an indentation, a blank space at
least nine letters long. Another blank space at least nine letters long must be left at the end
of the final line. (Illustration Ne27)

d) The fourth passage begins at the right end of the first line without any indentation.
No blank space should be left at the end, either.'%’

parasha setuma, they are kosher since they are each written
on a separate piece of parchment. Nevertheless, the custom
is to form them as described here. The Kol Yaakov (32:171),
however, cited the Ma'amar Mordekhai who brought
conclusive proofs against that ruling. Therefore, in
practice we cannot be any more lenient regarding the
passages of tefillin shel rosh than we are with the passages

of tefillin shel yad. This appears to be the opinion of
Maran as well, and it was the accepted custom of the
scribes in Baghdad.

105. The Kol Yaakov (32:170) ruled that if the scribe left a

blank space at the end of the passage of Shema, the
tefillin scroll is still kosher, as explained above at the end
of halakha 120.
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Writing in Although the four passages of the refillin shel yad are positioned on the scroll in
cwonologieal this order and in this manner, the scribe must still write the passages in the
order that they appear in the Torah. Therefore, after completing the passage of
vehaya ki yevi'akha, the scribe must leave a large space and write the passage of Shema at
the left end of the scroll. Then he goes back to the space between vehaya ki yevi’akha and
Shema and he writes the passage of vehaya im shamowa in that space.
When the scribe writes the passages for the tefillin shel rosh, he likewise must write them
in this order, meaning that he writes the passage of Shema before that of vehaya im
shamowa. Although each passage is written on a separate piece of parchment, the scribe
must leave the blank spaces in the proper places so that each one can be identified as
parasha petuha or parasha setuma.






