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Petuhot vs. Setumot - Siman 32
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121) The Ture Zahav suggested a formula for making the passage of vehaya im
shamowa a parasha setuma according to both Rambam and Rabbenu Asher.
His opinion is that the scribe should leave a blank space at the end of the
passage of Shema, but the space should be shorter than nine letters. Then he should leave
another blank space at the beginning of the first line of the passage of vehaya im shamowa,
and again the space should be shorter than nine letters. Since each blank space is shorter
than nine letters, neither one counts by itself to separate the passages but they combine to
form a separation between the passages. This sort of separation, the Ture Zahav claimed,
makes the fourth passage a parasha setuma according to both Rambam and Rabbenu
Asher. A number of Ashkenazic Poskim concurred with this novel approach. (Illustration
Ne 25)

According to Maran in the Shulhan Arukh, however, Rambam would not consider this
to be a parasha setuma or a parasha petuha, and the scroll would not be kosher. Several

The Ture
Zahav’s
invention

opinions, Maran ruled that we must follow Rambam’s
opinion, ending the passage of Shema at the end of the line
and indenting the first line of the passage of vehaya im
shamowa with a blank space at least nine letters long. See
the Mishna Berura (32:164) and the Halakha Berura (page
400).

Leaving a blank space at the end of Shema and at the
beginning of vehaya im shamowa

The Shulhan Arukh gives instructions not to leave any
blank space at the end of the passage of Shema, or at least
not to leave a space as long as nine letters. The Mishna
Berura (Bi'ur Halakha 32:36) explained that although the
Shulhan Arukh preferred that the scribe not leave a blank
space nine letters long at the end of Shema, the scroll would
be kosher even if he did. Although such a blank space is
normally the preparation for making the following passage
a parasha petuha, in this case the next passage will be
parasha setuma since the scribe leaves an indentation of nine
letters at the beginning of the first line. As explained above,
Rambam’s general rule is that as long as the scribe does not

begin the passage at the beginning of the line, it is parasha
setuma.

The custom of Habad Hassidim, based on the ruling of
Harav Zalman (responsum #1 at the end of his Shulhan
Arukh), is to purposely leave a blank space at least nine
letters long at the end of the passage of Shema and to indent
the first line of the passage of vehaya im shamowa as well
with a blank space at least nine letters long. Harav Zalman
ruled that Rambam concurred with this practice.

The responsa Igrot Moshe (Vol. 1, #12; Y.D. Vol. 1,
#169) disagreed with this practice, demonstrating that
Harav Yitzhak Abohab, cited in the Bet Yosef, specifically
instructed the scribes not to leave a blank space nine letters
long at the end of the Shema. If the scribe does leave blank
spaces both at the end of Shema and at the beginning of
vehaya im shamowa, it is a “hybrid” — not really setuma and
not really petuha. The Hazon Ish (O.H. 10:2) discussed this
and did not arrive at a definite conclusion.

Sefardic Jews should follow the instructions of Maran in
the Shulhan Arukh, but the Or Letziyon (Vol. 11, page 35)
ruled that Sefardic Jews may use tefillin made according to
the practice of Habad Hassidim.
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Ashkenazic Poskim concurred with this position, rejecting the innovation of the Ture
Zahav.

Nowadays, many Ashkenazic communities prefer to use tefillin scrolls written
according to the Ture Zahav’s formula. These scrolls are not kosher for Sefardic Jews,
since we follow the rulings of Maran. Therefore, it is important to publicize among
Sefardic Jews that they should not use Ashkenazic tefillin unless they verify that the scrolls
were written according to Maran’s formula.

Maran the Rishon Letziyon found that some Sefardic scribes had adopted the Ture
Zahav’s formula, due to their lack of understanding in halakhic principles. He therefore
campaigned to educate the scribes to make sure to follow the rulings of Maran regarding
the writing of the passage of vehaya im shamowa, and to leave a blank space at least nine
letters long in the beginning of the top line of the passage. He agreed that Ashkenazic Jews
who Ygi;h to follow the Ture Zahav’s formula may rely on the Poskim who ruled in favor
of it.

102. A full nine-letter blank space at the end of Shema, and a
smaller space in the beginning of vehaya im shamowa

All the Poskim agree that this would be considered
parasha setuma according to Rambam. Even though the
blank space at the beginning of the passage of vehaya im
shamowa is less than nine letters long, the passage does not
begin at the beginning of the line, and therefore Rambam
ruled that it is parasha setuma.

Begin the first three passages at the beginning of the line

Based on the above comment, the Peri Megadim , cited
by the Mishna Berura (32:162), the scribe must take care to
begin the passages of kadesh, vehaya ki yevi'akha, and
Shema at the very beginning of the line, and not to indent
them with even a space one letter wide. If there is any
indentation, it might be considered parasha setuma and the
scroll will not be kosher. The Ma'amar Mordekhai agreed
that the scribe must take care not to indent the first line at
all, but he ruled that if a scribe indented with a space less
than nine letters long, the scroll is still kosher.
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sefardic Jews  122) If a Sefardic Jew has no tefillin available to use other than those of an
wie i Ashkenazic Jew, he should put them on but without reciting the blessing unless
tefillin he verifies that the scrolls were not written according to the Ture Zahav’s
formula. If an Ashkenazic Jew has no tefillin available other those of a Sefardic Jew, he
may use them and recite the blessing. All the Poskim agreed that tefillin scrolls written
according to the Shulhan Arukh’s formula are kosher. Sefardic Jews may use tefillin

written in the tradition of Lubavitch Hassidim and even recite the blessing on them.

pefinition of ~ 123) When referring to a blank space that is nine letters long, this means that
“mine letters” - the scribe should leave a blank space long enough to write the words WX WX

Twx. It is best that he leave enough space as if he had written those words,
including the two spaces (as wide as the letter yod) between each word. (Illustration Ne 26) If a
scribe leaves a blank space only long enough to write the letter yod nine times, the scroll is
still considered kosher. If the space he left is shorter than this, it is as if he left no space at
all and the scroll is not kosher.'* The term “nine letters long” refers to letters matching
the size of the letters written in each particular scroll.

Regarding 124) Although the passages for tefillin shel rosh are written on four separate

rfilinshel— pieces of parchment, the scribe must still write the first three passages in the
form of parasha petuha and the fourth passage in the form of parasha setuma.

These rules apply to the scrolls of refillin shel yad and those of tefillin shel rosh.'**

103. The Piske Teshuvot (32:57) explained that if a scribe long enough to write the words TwX WX WX with a space
leaves a blank space at the end of the passage of  between each word.

Shema, that space must be shorter than nine letters yod. 104. The Mishna Berura (32:155) cited the Magen Avraham

The blank space that he should leave at the beginning of ruling that if the scribe did not form the passages of

the passage of vehaya im shamowa, however, is a space the tefillin shel rosh correctly regarding parasha petuha and






