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Purchasing
wood for
furniture

One may also purchase wood with which to fashion furniture during the Nine Days.
Some people have the custom to refrain from purchasing firewood during this
period.87

Building
contractors in
Israel

57) Building contractors as well may continue building homes and apartment
buildings in the Land of Yisrael during the Nine Days even if their intention is for
their own profits since there is a serious shortage of housing units these days and the

act of making homes for Jews in the Land of Yisrael is a mitzvah of great merit.88 The halakha
restricted the erecting of structures to be used for pleasure activities or of decorative structures,
but not homes needed for basic living purposes. It is certainly permitted for a contractor to
continue buildings projects that he had begun before Rosh Hodesh Av.

87. The Ben Ish Hai (parashat Devarim halakha 17) cited

the Yosef Ometz Yuzpa (#869) who wrote that he
remembers from his youth that the custom was to refrain
from purchasing wood after Rosh Hodesh Av. He explained

that this was in identification with the fact that we can no
longer collect wood to be burned on the holy Altar in the
Bet Hamikdash. The Ben Ish Hai commented that this is a
commendable custom and he recommended that everyone

refrain from purchasing wood for fuel or for building,
although if people insist on doing so it is not necessary to
enforce this custom.

Maran the Rishon Letziyon (Halikhot Olam Vol. II,
page 149) commented that this custom applies to purchasing
wood for fuel only, but there is no custom to restrict the

purchase of wood for building. In truth, the responsa Zivhe
Tzedek (Vol. II, #31) suggested, in the name of some of the
scholars in his yeshiva, another reason for this custom – we
refrain from purchasing wood since we are mourning the

destruction of the first Bet Hamikdash, which was a wooden
building. According to this reason, the custom is to refrain
from purchasing wood for building as well. Nevertheless, he

commented that it is more likely that the other reason
offered for this custom is the correct one.

Maran concluded that since the Ben Ish Hai cited the

reason applying to firewood only, it is sufficient to refrain
from purchasing wood for fuel. There is no necessity to
refrain from purchasing wood for buildings or for

furnishings, since this entire custom has no basis in the
Talmud or the great Poskim. This is particularly true in
those places where there was never an established custom to
refrain from purchasing wood at all.

88. Maran the Rishon Letziyon (Kol Sinai page 144) wrote
that it is permissible to continue to build after Rosh Ho-

desh Av ‘‘until the fast.’’ It appears from this that they may
not continue building on Tish’a Be’Av itself.

In sefer Kol Sinai, Maran explained that there is a
housing shortage ‘‘because of the great influx of immigrants
to the Land of Yisrael.’’ These words do not appear in
Hazon Ovadya since there are far fewer immigrants today

than there were thirty-five years ago when the Kol Sinai was
written. Nevertheless, it is still true that there is a housing
shortage because of the many new couples setting up their

own homes, which is constantly on the increase, with God’s
blessing. (Rabbi Y.B.)

The ‘‘Nine Days’’ - Siman 551 172
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Moving into a
new home

58) It is permissible to move into a brand-new home during the Nine Days since it is
for one’s basic living needs and it is not a building erected for pleasure activities.

Furthermore, one may celebrate one’s move with a hanukkat habbayit ceremony, but it must be
limited to studying Torah and serving snack foods. A second, more festive ceremony may be
celebrated only after Tish’a Be’Av, and at that time the new homeowner should wear a new
garment and recite the blessing of sheheheyanu.89

Jewelry stores 59) Although one must refrain from purchasing jewelry for wedding or engagement
gifts during the Nine Days since making such purchases gladdens the heart,

proprietors of jewelry stores may open for business and sell their merchandise during the Nine
Days since this is their livelihood. This leniency is based on the ruling of the Bayit Hadash and the
Ture Zahav that one may engage in business transactions pertaining to happy occasions during
these days since we are burdened with heavy taxes and we are forced to continue to bring in
profits at all times. Furthermore, Rama commented in Siman 303:18 that jewelry is far more
common nowadays than it was in the era of the Talmud, and if so there is some logic in saying
that there is no longer the same degree of joy in purchasing jewelry as there once was.

Purchasing a
car

60) It is permissible to purchase a new automobile during the Nine Days if it is
necessary for the sake of one’s business. If it is meant to be used for pleasure activities

one should refrain from purchasing it. If one has the opportunity to purchase it now at a bargain
price and it will cost more if one waits until after Tish’a Be’Av, one may purchase it now
regardless of its intended purpose.

89. In Hazon Ovadya Berakhot (page 392), Maran the

Rishon Letziyon ruled that the new homeowner may

recite the blessing of sheheheyanu even during the Nine

Days. Apparently, he changed his opinion when compiling

the Hazon Ovadya on Ta’aniyot (footnote on page 168) and

ruled as explained here. We presented this decision to Maran

the Rishon Letziyon and he agreed that the latter ruling found

in Hazon Ovadya Ta’aniyot is the correct one. (Rabbi Y.B.)
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Purchasing
Torah books

61) One may purchase Torah books during the Nine Days even if this gives one much
pleasure, since it is for the sake of a mitzvah.

Purchasing
needed
furniture

62) Likewise, one may purchase a bookcase during the Nine Days in which to house
one’s new Torah books. Furthermore, one may purchase furniture that is needed in
one’s home during the Nine Days.

Purchasing
material for
garments

63) It is permissible to purchase material during the Nine Days in order to sew a
garment with it after Tish’a Be’Av.

The ‘‘Nine Days’’ - Siman 551 174

Preface Eating Meat During the ‘‘Nine Days’’

the Talmud (Ta’anit 30a) teaches that it is forbidden to eat meat or to
drink wine during the final meal before the fast of Tish’a Be’Av, but that until
then it is permitted. Nevertheless, the Rambam wrote (Hilkhot Ta’aniyot 5:6)
that the custom among the nation of Yisrael is to abstain from eating meat
from after Shabbat Hazon until after the fast of Tish’a Be’Av. The Orhot Hayim
wrote (Hilkhot Tish’a Be’Av #6): ‘‘Some people abstain from eating meat once
the month of Av begins since the act of eating meat is considered an act of joy
as the Talmud teaches (Pesahim 109a). Rabbenu Asher wrote that he knows of
some valorous women who abstain from eating meat or drinking wine from 17
Tammuz until 10 Av. They say that this is the tradition they received from their
mothers for many generations. The custom in Spain is to abstain from eating
meat from Rosh Hodesh Av until 9 Av.’’ Rabbenu Yaakov, author of the Arba’a
Turim, testified that there are individuals in Germany who abstain from eating
meat and drinking wine starting from 17 Tammuz, but that everyone else
begins to abstain from Rosh Hodesh Av. They do not abstain from meat or
wine on Shabbat, however.

Maran Harav Yosef Karo (Bet Yosef, Siman 551) cited a responsum of the
Rashba stating: ‘‘Your forefathers have adopted the custom of abstaining from
eating meat once the month of Av begins, even though the Talmud did not
forbid it. In fact, the halakha technically permits us to eat meat and drink wine
even on 8 Av until the final meal before beginning the fast. Nevertheless,
anyone who eats meat in those communities where the custom is to abstain
from it has committed a serious breach in our tradition, and ‘one who breaches
a fence will be bitten by a snake.’’’

In summing this up, the Shulhan Arukh (551:9) wrote: ‘‘Some people have the
custom of abstaining from eating meat and from drinking wine during the week
of the fast of Tish’a Be’Av. Others begin to abstain from Rosh Hodesh until
after the fast, and yet others abstain starting from 17 Tammuz. Anyone who
eats meat in those communities where the custom is to abstain from it has
committed a serious breach and will be bitten by a snake.’’

There are Rishonim who testified that their communities never adopted such a
custom. For example, the Maggid Mishne wrote that ‘‘in these areas there is no
such custom and the people abstain from eating meat on the day preceding
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