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Weddings and Music During Ben Hametzarim

Weddings 28) Some communities have the custom of refraining from holding weddings
2:::‘;’;:’;" throughout the period of ben hametzarim. This is the custom of Ashkenazic Jews. The

custom of Sefardic Jews in Yerushalayim is to permit weddings any time up to Rosh
Hodesh Av. Any Sefardic Jew who postpones his wedding until after ben hametzarim in order to
be stringent loses far more than he gains spiritually. On the contrary, if he schedules his wedding
for the earliest opportunity even if that is during ben hametzarim, he will be blessed from Heaven.

Weddings Starting from and including Rosh Hodesh until after Tish’a Be’Av, weddings are
gfj;egl";"v forbidden. Technically, if the groom has not yet fulfilled the mitzvah of bearing

children, he may get married even after Rosh Hodesh Av. The common custom,
however, is to refrain from doing so since it is definitely not auspicious to begin married life while
the nation of Yisrael is mourning over the destruction of the Bet Hamikdash.

Performing 29) It is permissible to perform the act of kiddushin after Rosh Hodesh Av, and even
;::fl;::h;’: during the night or day of Tish’a Be’Av itself, since if the groom postpones it someone

else might wed this woman before him. The custom in many countries outside the
Land of Yisrael was that every couple, upon becoming engaged, immediately performed the act of
kiddushin long before the wedding and huppa ceremony. [In the Land of Yisrael, the rabbis
banned this practice several generations ago.] This may be done even after Rosh Hodesh Av but
no meal may be served to celebrate the occasion. Some Poskim ruled that if the groom has not yet
fulfilled the mitzvah of bearing children, he may serve a meal to celebrate his performing the act
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of kiddushin even during these days, but it is best to refrain from doing so. It is permissible to
serve sweets and snack foods, however, since this is not considered serving a meal.

Engagements It 1S certainly permissible to finalize an engagement agreement between the two sides

without performing the act of kiddushin. The custom in the Land of Yisrael is to
perform the act of kiddushin together with the huppa ceremony and not any earlier. Nonetheless,
no meal should be served to celebrate the engagement.”*

Custom of 30) Ashkenazic Jews have the custom to refrain from holding weddings throughout
Astkenwic the period of ben hametzarim. There is a basis to permit an Ashkenazic couple to wed

after 17 Tammuz if circumstances make it necessary and the groom has not yet
fulfilled the mitzvah of bearing children.

weddingon  If an Ashkenazic man who has not yet fulfilled the mitzvah of bearing children needs
the cvening of -t schedule his wedding on the evening of 17 Tammuz (the night before the fast), some

contemporary Poskim ruled that it is permitted and others ruled that it is not. If it is
necessary, there is a solid halakhic basis to be lenient in this matter.

Remarrying ~ 31) All the Poskim agree that a man may, during ben hametzarim, wed the woman
;f‘e’s o whom he previously divorced. Since this occasion is not as uplifting and merry as a
ivorced wife . o K A K

first marriage, it is permitted on any day except Tish’a Be’Av itself.

74. 1t is obvious that it is permissible to serve treats and This is the ruling of the Mishna Berura 551:16 and the Kaf
snacks to celebrate the engagement, just as it is Hahayim Sofer (551:38). (Rabbi Y.B.)
permitted to celebrate the act of kiddushin in this manner.
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Groom reciting  32) When a wedding takes place during ben hametzarim, the groom may recite the

sheheheyanu
over his new

blessing of sheheheyanu over his brand-new rallit at the wedding ceremony, as is the

tallit custom at all weddings.” See below, halakha 104, for the rule whether a newlywed
groom in the first seven days after his wedding may cut his hair after Shabbat Hazon.

Playing music
at a wedding

33) It is permissible to play musical instruments at a wedding that takes place during
ben hametzarim. The celebration of a wedding cannot be fulfilled correctly without

musical accompaniment. Furthermore, it is permissible to play musical instruments
through the seven days of the couple’s wedding celebration. See below, halakha 36.

Ashkenazic
Jews at a
wedding ben
hametzarim

Wedding on

the night after

Tish’a Be’Av R K i
mitzvah of bearing children.

75. This halakha was composed by Rabbi Yisrael Bitan,

based on the Or Letziyon (Vol. 111, page 234). See Ha-
zon Ovadya (Berakhot, page 403) for an explanation of why
we have the custom that the groom recites the blessing of
sheheheyanu over a tallit and has in mind for the blessing
to cover the marriage. Although the wedding takes place
during ben hametzarim when one should not recite the
blessing of sheheheyanu, as explained above in halakha 13,
it is permitted in this case since the joy of the wedding
overrides the mourning of ben hametzarim. Furthermore,
there are Rishonim who ruled that one must recite the
blessing of sheheheyanu over the mitzvah of getting married,
and the intent of the groom is to use the tallit as a way of

Ashkenazic Jews may attend the wedding of a Sefardic couple that takes place during
ben hametzarim and they may participate in the dancing as well.

34) It is permissible to hold a wedding on the night following the fast of Tish’a Be’Av,
if there is a need for it to be held at that time and the groom has not yet fulfilled the

fulfilling that halakha. This might be compared to the
halakha of a father reciting the blessing of sheheheyanu
over his infant’s circumcision and having in mind for the
blessing to cover a new fruit as well. In that case the father
recites the blessing for the sake of the mitzvah he performs
and he has the added intention of eating the new fruit. In
this case, however, the groom recites the blessing over the
new fallit and has the added intention of it covering the
mitzvah of getting married. Nonetheless, there is reason to
equate the halakha in both cases. We asked Maran the
Rishon Letziyon about this and he agreed that without ques-
tion it is permissible.






