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Purim
Tefillin auring ~ 88) On Purim morning during the reading of Megillat Esther, one should touch
citat his tefillin shel yad and tefillin shel rosh and kiss [the hand used to touch] them

when the cantor reads the verse (Esther 8:16), <™ Tt ameip) 779K 70°0 07 —
The Jews experienced light, happiness, joy and honor.” Our Sages taught (Megillah 16b)
that the term /onor in this verse refers to tefillin.

Those people who have the everyday practice of changing from tefillin ““of Rashi” to
tefillin ““of Rabbenu Tam” just before the Ashre prayer (as explained above in Halakha
79) should do the same on Purim, so that they are wearing their tefillin “of Rabbenu
Tam” during the reading of Megillat Esther. When they reach the word vikar, they should
kiss their tefillin ““of Rabbenu Tam.”

Even if the congregation has already completed the shaharit prayers, no one should
take off his tefillin until after reading the Megillah, since the Megillah refers to the
mitzvah of tefillin.

that on ordinary days it is permissible for anyone to put off his tefillin after shaharit he should not put them on again
their tefillin on for a circumcision, but on Rosh Hodesh after for the circumcision. Although we do not follow that
musaf it is best to refrain from doing so. opinion, it adds weight to the ruling to refrain from

. putting the tefillin back on if it is Rosh Hodesh.
Ashkenazic Jews

Those people who pray according to the Ashkenazic text In the afternoon

of the prayers do not recite the Kedusha of Keter during Above in halakha 82 it was explained that it is
musaf. Therefore, they may put on tefillin after the musaf  permissible to put on the tefillin again for minha of Rosh
prayer. Nevertheless, Harav Shelomo Zalman Auerbach Hodesh. Therefore, if a circumcision is scheduled for the
(Halikhot Shelomo Rosh Hodesh page 9, footnote 54) afternoon of Rosh Hodesh, it is permissible to put on tefillin.
recommended to the baby’s father not to put his tefillin This is the ruling of Kuntras Ateret Moshe (authored by
back on after musaf. Moreover, there are those who ruled Harav Yaakov Hillel) cited in the Piske Teshuvot (Siman 25,
that even on an ordinary day if someone has already taken footnote 223).
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ces Siman 26 &0

An Incomplete Set of Tefillin

Tefillin shel
yad or shel
rosh __

1) If someone has only one part of a set of tefillin, whichever part it is, he
should put it on and recite the appropriate blessing. Each of the two parts is a

mitzvah distinct from the other. The absence of a fefillin shel yad does not
prevent anyone from fulfilling the mitzvah of zefillin shel rosh, and the absence of a tefillin
shel rosh does not prevent anyone from fulfilling the mitzvah of tefillin shel yad.'"*

114. The Levush, cited in the Kaf Hahayim Sofer (26:3)

explained that although the Torah teaches us that
we must be wearing both parts of the set when we wear
tefillin shel rosh, this rule applies only when the person
has a full set of tefillin.

Someone who purposely puts on only part of the set

Maran in the Bet Yosef ruled that if someone puts on
only one part of his set of tefillin he fulfills that mitzvah
even though he had the other part available and he could
have easily put on the entire set. The Levush likewise ruled
that even if someone puts on only one part of the set of
tefillin and purposely ignores the other part of the set, he
fulfills the part of the mitzvah that he performed. This is
because tefillin shel yad and tefillin shel rosh are two
independent mitzvot.

The Derisha (26:1) and the Mor Uktzi'a (Siman 26),
however, disagreed. They ruled that if someone puts on
tefillin shel rosh without putting on tefillin shel yad, he
disobeys the Torah’s rule that one may wear tefillin shel rosh
only when one wears both parts of the set. Since he sins by

putting on the tefillin shel rosh in this manner, it cannot
count as a mitzvah and he will receive no reward at all for it.

This debates hinges on the interpretation of a passage in
the Sefer Mitzvot Katan stating that “‘although the Mishna
teaches that the two parts of tefillin do not depend on one
another, this is true only when someone does not have both
parts. If he has both parts, then both parts are needed.”
Maran insisted that this does not mean that someone who
chooses to wear only one part of a set does not fulfill any
mitzvah at all if the other part is available. Rather, he will
be rewarded for the mitzvah he has fulfilled and punished
for the mitzvah that he chose not to fulfill. The Sefer
Mitzvot Katan means simply that if someone has a full set of
tefillin it is forbidden for him to wear only one part of the
set without the other.

The Derisha and Mor Uktzi'a, however, interpreted this
passage literally. Therefore they stated that if someone has
an entire set of tefillin and willfully chooses to wear only one
part of it, he will receive no credit at all for the mitzvah of
tefillin.
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Therefore, if someone has only a tefillin shel yad he should recite the blessing of
lehani’ah tefillin and put it on. If he has only a tefillin shel rosh he should recite the blessing
of al mitzvat tefillin and put it on. Ashkenazic Jews, who recite both blessings every day
when they put on tefillin, should recite both blessings if they have only a tefillin shel rosh

to put on.
g whichone to~ 2) If someone does not have enough money to purchase an entire set of tefillin,
> purchase he should use the money he has to purchase tefillin shel rosh. This was
a] explained above in Siman 25:10.
In case of 3) If someone has an injury on his head and he cannot put on tefillin shel rosh,

injury

he should still put on his tefillin shel yad. Likewise, if someone has an injury on
his arm that prevents him from putting on fefillin shel yad, he should still put
on his tefillin shel rosh.

Time foronly ~ 4) If someone was in such a rush to leave town that he had only enough time to
one put on his tefillin shel rosh, but he knows that he will be able to put on his

tefillin shel yad later in the day, he may do so. If he had enough time to put on
his tefillin shel yad only, he should do so at this time, and put on his tefillin shel rosh later
in the day.'"

115. Rabbenu Asher (Hilkhot Tefillin Siman 15) ruled that concerned with the general rule that one must be wearing

if someone needed to leave town and he had no time the tefillin shel yad when putting on tefillin shel rosh [since
to put on his tefillin shel yad before leaving, he may put on he has no choice in this case]. The Magen Avraham (26:1)
his tefillin shel rosh only at that time. He need not be commented that this ruling applies only if the person is






