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Who May Attach Tzitzit Strands to a Tallit

8) If a non-Jew fashions tzitzit tassels, they are not kosher. This is because the
Torah states, “Speak to the people of Yisrael,” excluding non-Jews.'®> Even if
a Jew stands over the non-Jew and instructs him to attach the strands for the
sake of the mitzvah of tzitzit, they are still not kosher.'®® If a Jew tied the initial two knots
and the first set of loops on the tassel, and then a non-Jew continues tying the rest of the
tassel, the tzitzit are kosher. This is because the Torah requires only the first section of the
gedil; the balance of the gedil is far less important to the mitzvah [and does not need to be
tied with intentions for the sake of the mitzvah].'®

A non-Jew

9) According to the Shulhan Arukh, a woman may attach tzitzit tassels to a
tallit. Nevertheless, it is best to see to it that a man, and not a woman, attaches
the tzitzit to the tallit.'®® If a woman attaches them, however, the tzitzit are
kosher and the owner may recite a blessing over them. Above in Siman 11:8 it was
explained that all the Poskim agreed that a woman may spin the threads to be used for
tzitzit.

Women

185. This is the ruling of Rambam (Hilkhot Tzitzit 1:12)
and the Shulhan Arukh (14:1), based on the Talmud
(Menahot 42a).

186. Regarding the act of spinning wool into thread for tzi-

tzit strands, the halakha (see above in Siman 11:9) fol-
lows the ruling of Rabbenu Asher permitting having a non-
Jew spin the wool as long as a Jew stands over him and in-
structs him to do it for the sake of the mitzvah. Regarding
the act of attaching the strands to the tallit, however, the ha-
lakha is more stringent.

187. This is the ruling of the Mishna Berura (14:1) and the
Kaf Hahayim Sofer (14:1). See above in Siman 11:45
and the footnote there.

188. Rabbenu Tam, cited in Tosafot to Gitzin 45b, ruled

that a woman may not attach tzitzit tassels to a tallit.
He explained that since women are not obligated to fulfill
the mitzvah of tzitzit they are not qualified to make tzitzit.
Rabbenu Meir of Rothenberg (cited in Hagahot
Maimoniyot) offered a different source for the halakha, de-
riving it from the verse’s choice of words, “sons of Yisrael,”
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Children

10) It is best that an adult tie the tzitzit tassels to the tallit, and not a child

under bar mitzvah age. Nevertheless, if a child under bar mitzvah age attaches
tzitzit tassels to a tallit, they are kosher and one may recite the blessing over the

tallit.'®”

suggesting that only males may make tzitzit on garments.
The Bi'ur Halakha suggested that according to Rabbenu
Tam’s reason women should be disqualified from erecting
a sukkah as well, whereas according to Rabbenu Meir
they are qualified.

Most Rishonim, however, ruled that women may attach
tzitzit to garments. In the Bet Yosef, Maran concluded his
discussion by testifying that the common custom follows the
lenient opinion since it is the majority opinion. This is his
ruling in the Shulhan Arukh as well. The Rama agreed that
this is the halakha technically, but he recommended being
stringent and making sure that only men attach the tzitzit.
The Ben Ish Hai (parashat Lekh Lekha halakha 2) ruled
likewise that one should make sure that the tzitzit are
attached by a man although he agreed that if a woman did it
they are kosher. Maran the Rishon Letziyon (Halikhot
Olam page 8) concurred with this ruling in practice.

Why not follow Maran’s ruling?

Despite the recommendation of the Ben Ish Hai, Kaf
Hahayim and Holikhot Olam, the Halakha Berura (footnote
on page 306) ruled that if someone wishes to rely on
Maran’s leniency he may do so. Apparently, the stringent
attitude of the other Poskim is simply a safeguard against
the slight chance that the true halakha follows Rabbenu
Tam’s opinion. Besides, it is not a difficult stringency to
observe.

Coaching a woman

Since Rama ruled that one should avoid having women
attach tzitzit to a tallit, the Mishna Berura (14:2) added that
this is the rule even if a man stands by and coaches the
woman to perform the task for the sake of the mitzvah of
tzitzit. If a woman does attach the tzitzit, they are kosher
even if there was no one coaching her. She is believed to say
that she did it with the correct intentions (ibid. 14:5).

If a man began the tassel

It was explained in halakha 8 that if a Jew ties the first
section of a tzitzit tassel, it is kosher even if a non-Jew ties
the rest of it. The language of the Poskim indicates,
however, that this is not ideal and it should be avoided.

The Halakha Berura (page 307) ruled that regarding women,
if a man ties the first section, it is fine for a woman to take
over for him and tie the rest.

189. The Magen Avraham (14:3) asserted that the halakha
regarding a child attaching tzitzit to a tallit is the same
as that of a woman, meaning that Maran permits it and the
Rama recommends avoiding it. This seems to be the posi-
tion of Maran the Rishon Letziyon as well, since in
Halikhot Olam (Vol. 1, page 8) he ruled that a thirteen-
year-old boy may attach tzitzit to a tallit, inferring that
we should not permit a child under bar mitzvah to do it.

The Artzot Hahayim, however, ruled that we may be
more lenient regarding a child than regarding women, and it
is perfectly permissible to have a child attach the tzitzit. He
pointed out that the Rishonim offered two reasons not to
allow women to attach tzitzit. Rabbenu Tam taught that
since women are exempt from fulfilling the mitzvah of
tzitzit, they are disqualified from making tzitzit tassels. This
could apply to children as well since they are not obligated
to fulfill the mitzvot. Rabbenu Meir of Rothenberg,
however, taught that women are disqualified since the
Torah prefaces the mitzvah of tzitzit with, “Speak to the
sons of Yisrael,” addressing the males only. There is no
inference in the verse to exclude children, however.
According to this a child would be permitted to attach
tzitzit even if women are disqualified. Despite this, the
Mishna Berura (Bi'ur Halakha) ruled that we should avoid
allowing a child to attach tzitzit to a tallit. This is likewise
the ruling of the Yalkut Yosef (page 182).

On the other end of the scale, the Mishkenot Yaakov
(O.H. #21) ruled that although Rama ruled that if a woman
attaches tzitzit the tallit is kosher, if a child attaches tzitzit
the tallit is not kosher at all.

The child’s intentions

The Bi'ur Halakha added that if a child attaches tzitzit
to a tallit, it is kosher only if an adult coached the child,
reminding him to have in mind that he is tying the tassels for
the sake of the mitzvah of tzitzit. He added that although
the Haye Adam (11:30) did not mention this specifically, his
ruling that a child may tie the tzitzit to the tallit is true only
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Thirteen-year-

11) If a boy has reached his thirteenth birthday but it is not certain whether or

old boy not he has developed pubic hairs, he is nevertheless permitted to attach tzitzit
tassels to a tallit."”® In this case, it is best that an adult stand by and coach him,
reminding him to have intentions for the mitzvah of tzitzit.'"!

Child 12) Once a child has reached the age of hinukh, he may be permitted to attach

attaching his
own tzitzit

tzitzit on a tallit that he will wear himsel

f,'9? as long as he is coached to have

intentions for the sake of the mitzvah. He may continue to wear that tallit even
after he becomes bar mitzvah, and it is not necessary for him to undo the tzitzit tassels and
attach them again. This is because of the basic halakha that if a child attaches tzitzit to a

tallit while being coached, the tallit is kosher even for adults.

if an adult coached him as explained here. Furthermore, he
questioned the lenient ruling of the Artzot Hahayim since
regarding baking matzo for the Seder night the Poskim
ruled (Siman 460) that it is best not to have a child
participate even if an adult is there coaching him to have the
correct intentions.

In light of this, if a child ties tzitzit to a tallit, it is kosher
only if an adult was coaching the child while he tied them,
telling him to have the correct intentions. Otherwise, we
must consider the tallit to have its tzitzit attached without
the necessary intentions and it is forbidden to recite the
blessing over it, as explained above in halakha 4. Instead, an
adult should undo the tassels and tie them on again.

Now that this has been established, it is difficult to
accept the ruling of the Yalkut Yosef (page 182) that if a
child attached the tzitzit, the tallit is kosher even if there was
no adult coaching him.

190. This is based on the Talmudic rule called hazaka
deRava. Maran the Rishon Letziyon (Halikhot

Olam page 8) demonstrated that in practice we may rely
on this principle. Furthermore, there are some Poskim
who ruled that a child is superior to a woman regarding
the act of attaching tzitzit to a tallit, as explained in the pre-
vious footnote. Besides, Maran ruled that both women and
children may attach tzitzit to a tallit. Therefore, if the child
has reached his thirteenth birthday it is certainly permitted.

193

For further research, see the comment of the Yalkut Yosef
on page 184.

191. The Mishna Berura (Sha'ar Hatziyun 14:7) ruled that

although a thirteen-year-old boy may attach tzitzit to
a tallit, there must be an adult coaching him to have the cor-
rect intentions. If he did it without an adult coaching him
and claims to have had the correct intentions, we may as-
sume that the tallit is kosher. If a child younger than this at-
taches tzitzit without an adult coach and makes such a
claim, however, we cannot assume that the tzitzit are
kosher.

The Halakha Berura (page 308) stated that if a child
attaches tzitzit to a tallit it is kosher only if an adult was
coaching him. He failed to mention, however, that an adult
coach is necessary even for a thirteen-year-old.

192. Although the halakha is that one should not allow a

child to attach tzitzit to a tallit, that is true only if
the tallit is meant to be worn by an adult. If the child plans
to wear it himself, or if it is for another child, all Poskim
agreed that he may attach its tzitzit as long as he has
reached the age of hinukh. This is because the child’s status
regarding this task is equal to his obligation to fulfill the
mitzvah of tzitzit.

193. The Mishna Berura (Bi'ur Halakha) explained that the
child may continue to use this tallit even after he be-
comes bar mitzvah and it is not necessary to undo the tassels
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A blind man

13) A blind man may attach tzitzit on a tallit, whether it is for himself or for

others, since a blind person is obligated to fulfill the mitzvah of tzitzit. This will

be explained below in Siman 17.

and tie them on the tallit again. Now that the tassels have
already been attached, at a time when this was permissible,
we no longer take Rabbenu Tam’s opinion into account. Of
course, he added, this is only if the boy knows that he had
the proper intentions when he attached the tzitzit to his tal-
lit.

According to the halakha as it was explained above, it is
always necessary to have an adult coach a child who
attaches tzitzit to a tallit, even according to the lenient
opinion. If so, it is strange that the Bi'ur Halakha stated here
that ““the boy knows that he had the correct intentions.”
Since there must have been an adult coach, we should need
the testimony of that adult and not rely on the boy’s
memory. If there was no adult coach, it would be necessary
to undo the tzitzit tassels and attach them again. There is no
logic to differentiate between a child attaching tzitzit to an

adult’s tallit and a child who attached tzitzit to his own tallit
and then became bar mitzvah. The Si’ah Halakha (14:16)
cited Harav Shelomo Zalman Auerbach suggesting that a
child is trusted to say that he had the correct intentions if it
is about his own tallit, but he is not trusted if he attached
tzitzit for another adult’s tallit. According to this, a child
may attach tzitzit to his own tallit without an adult coach.

Preparing a tallit for a bar mitzvah

Based on the above discussion, it becomes clear that a
child may not attach tzitzit to a tallit that he plans to wear
only when he becomes bar mitzvah. If he plans to wear it
before he becomes bar mitzvah it is permitted, and then he
may continue using it after becoming bar mitzvah. In fact, it
is likely that he can prepare the tallit even if he plans to wear
it for the first time on the afternoon before his bar mitzvah.




