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Tying tzitzit for the sake of the mitzvah - Siman 14
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Tying tzitzit for the sake of the mitzvah

Tying tzitzit
for the sake of
the mitzvah

1) The tzitzit strands must be attached to the tallit specifically for the sake of
the mitzvah of tzitzit.'”” This includes the act of threading the strands through

the hole in the corner of the tallit and the act of tying the strands into knots.
Before beginning this series of acts, one must verbalize these intentions, saying, “I am

about to do this for the sake of the mitzvah of tzitzit.

55178

It is not necessary to repeat this declaration when attaching the subsequent tassels to
the other corners. One declaration suffices for all for corners, but it is best that the person

According to Rambam (Hilkhot Tzitzit 1:12), if a non-
Jew attached tzitzit tassels to a tallit, they would be invalid
for the mitzvah. If a Jew attached the tzitzit tassels, they are
kosher even if the Jew had no particular intentions when
attaching them. Maran wrote in the Bet Yosef that these
rules apply to the act of attaching the tzitzit strands to the
tallit. The act of spinning the thread for the strands,
however, must be performed with definite intentions to
use them for the mitzvah, as we are taught in Menahot (42b)
and Sukkah (9a). Maran explained that the Talmud teaches
that if a non-Jew attaches the tzitzit tassels they are invalid,
and Rambam deduced from this that as long as a Jew makes
them they are kosher whether or not he has intentions for
the mitzvah.

Rashi and Rabbenu Asher, however, ruled that the Jew
attaching tzitzit to a tallit must have intentions for the sake
of the mitzvah. The halakha invalidating tzitzit tassels
attached by a non-Jew tells us that even if a Jew stands over
the non-Jew and instructs him to have the proper intentions,
the tzitzit are invalid anyway (see the Mishna Berura 14:8).

The Mishna Berura (Bi'ur Halakha) deduced from the
Bet Yosef that according to Rambam, the tzitzit are kosher
even if the Jew attaching them intended specifically for them
not to be used for the mitzvah. The responsa Mishkenot
Yaakov (#20), however, ruled the tzitzit would be invalid in
such a case even according to Rambam.

In practice

Maran concluded that we must follow the stringent
opinion of Rashi and Rabbenu Asher. Nevertheless, if
someone has nothing but a tallit with tzitzit tassels that were
attached without intentions for the mitzvah, he may rely on
Rambam and wear the tallit. In the Shulhan Arukh (14:2) he
added that in such a case the person should not recite a
blessing on the tallit.

178. The Mishna Berura (Bi'ur Halakha) deduced from the

Bet Yosef that one must have intentions for the mitz-
vah when threading the strands through the holes in the tal-
lit’s corners. He strengthened his position with proof from
Tosafot (Menahot 42b). See below in halakha 5 for the
rule regarding someone who forgot to declare his intentions
until after he threaded the strands through the hole.
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declare when he begins that he intends to make all the tassels for the sake of the
mitzvah.'”

Declaration
before
attaching
tzitzit

2) It is recommended to make the following declaration before attaching tzitzit
strands to a tallit: ““For the sake of God’s sublime unity, with love and with
fear, I am about to attach tzitzit to the four corners of this garment, as God
commanded us in His Torah, ‘they must make zzitzit for themselves on the corners of their
garments,” and, ‘Make for yourself fringes on the four corners of your garments with
which you cover yourself.” O God, our Master and Master of our fathers, I pray that
Your Will should enable me to fulfill this mitzvah in the proper manner, with strands of
tekhelet, just as I am fulfilling the mitzvah today with white strands, for the Torah states,
‘they must insert a strand of tekhelet with the tzitzit on each corner.’ 19y 72X /7 Oy 7"
TN T ARYIW DY 73310 W Awym.”

3) Everyone should make sure that the person who attaches the tzitzit to his
tallit is a knowledgeable, God-fearing Jew, who will have the proper intentions
for the sake of the mitzvah and who will tie the tassels in the proper manner.

The right
person to
attach tzitzit

179. The Mishna Berura (Bi'ur Halakha) explained that as
long as a person declared his intentions to attach the

(Zevahim 2b, according to Tosafot) that if someone slaugh-
tered a korban with the proper intentions and then collected

tzitzit for the sake of the mitzvah when making the first tas-
sel, the tzitzit are kosher even if he made the other tassels
without any particular intentions. His original intentions
carry on through the rest of his actions, and he may even
recite the blessing over this tallit. Although the act of attach-
ing the subsequent tassels is not part of the act of attaching
the first tassel, his declared intentions nevertheless carry
over to them. This is similar to the rule of the Talmud

the blood without any specific intentions, his original inten-
tions count for the second act as well. Even if we wish to
view all the four stages of the korban offering as one mitz-
vah, we would have to admit as well that the act of attach-
ing all four tassels to the tallit is likewise all one mitzvah.
The Mishna Berura’s conclusion is that it is best to
declare at the start that one is about to attach all the tassels
for the sake of the mitzvah. See his words in Siman 14:8.




