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like threads or thick like ropes. After winding all the loops and tying all the knots of the
tassel, one may cut the strands if they are longer than desired or if they are of uneven
lengths. Nevertheless, the tzitzit are not disqualified if the strands are of different lengths.

52) As mentioned above in halakha 20, many people have the custom of tying a
knot at the end of each tzitzit strand to prevent them from unraveling.
(Illustration Ne52) The custom of the Arizal [and Harav Hayim Vital] was to tie
these knots. Some Poskim, however, ruled that it is best not to do this [if the strands are
well-made and are unlikely to come unraveled].

Knots at the
end of each
strand

53) Before threading the tzitzit strands through the hole in the garment’s
corner, one must declare, “I am doing this for the sake of the mitzvah of
tzitzit.” This will be explained in full below in Siman 14, along with all the
halakhot pertaining to one’s intentions while fashioning tzitzit tassels.

Some people practice a stringency not to speak from the moment they thread the
strands through the hole until they complete the tassel with all its knots. If it becomes
necessary to speak during this time, however, one may be lenient.'*

Declaring
one’s
intentions

54) If someone sees on Shabbat that the knots of his tzitzit tassels are beginning
to come undone, he must not tighten them on Shabbat. (Illustration Ne80)
Tightening the knots might be an act of the melakha of kosher (tying).

Tightening
knots on
Shabbat

149. The responsa Minhat Yitzhak (Vol. IX, #8:6)

taught that the practice of the devout is not to in-
terrupt by speaking while tying tzitzit tassels onto a tal-
lit. This is because the tassel represents the lofty concept
of God’s Unity, as the Shulhan Arukh (11:14) explains.
In fact, there are those who refrain from unwinding a
tzitzit tassel since it is like erasing God’s Name, as men-
tioned above in halakha 46. Tying the tassel, therefore, is
symbolic to writing God’s Name, and the halakha is

(Y.D. 276) that it is absolutely forbidden to speak while
writing the Name.

In reality, however, tying tzitzit tassel is not the same as
writing God’s Name, nor is unwinding it the same as erasing
the Name, as explained above in halakha 46. Nevertheless,
it is meritorious to refrain from speaking while tying tzitzit
tassels since it symbolizes God’s Name and Oneness.

The Ta'ame Haminhagim (page 10) testifies that the
tzaddik Harav Pinehas of Koritz was careful not to speak
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Positioning
the tassel loop

55) According to some Poskim, the loops of the tzitzit tassels should lie along
the length [more correctly, the vertical sides] of the tallit so that when a person

wears it, the tassel loops are horizontal and the tassels themselves droop down

over the corners. If the loops would lay along the width [the horizontal sides] of the tallit,
the tassels would hang straight down below the corners.'*° (Illustration Ne81)

It is important to pay attention to this and readjust the tassel loops if they fall onto the

other side of the corners.'”' This may be done on Shabbat as well; it is not considered an

act of repairing the tallit.'>?

If someone wears his tallit with the tassel loops hanging from

the wrong side of each corner, however, he still fulfills the mitzvah of tzitzit.

Tassels lying
diagonally

manner of the Karaite sect.!>?

while tying tzitzit tassels. This is cited in the Halakha Berura
(page 273). It could be that he was more stringent since he
meditated on lofty kabbalistic concepts as he fashioned the
tassels. Nevertheless, it is a commendable practice for other
people as well.

150. The Poskim derived this halakha from the words of
the verse, “on the corners of their garments,” mean-
ing that the tzitzit tassels should droop over the corners.

How it is done

The Mishna Berura (Bi'ur Halakha) cited the Aharonim
asking that when a person drapes the tallit over his body,
the two tzitzit tassels hanging behind him will be positioned
correctly, but those in front will be hanging straight down
and not on the corners. In light of this question, he
recommended that the hind tassels be positioned along the
tallit’s length but that the front tassels be positioned along
its width.

Apparently, the Mishna Berura pictured people putting
on the tallit simply by draping it over the neck and
shoulders without raising the two sides onto the shoulders.
Therefore, if the tassel loops are hanging along the tallit’s
width, the front tassels would be hanging down from the
tallit instead of hanging along the sides of the corners.
Nowadays, the common way to wear a tallit is to raise the
two sides onto one’s shoulders. When worn this way, all

56) It is very important to make sure that the tassel loop does not lay
diagonally, reaching directly across the tip of the garment’s corner. This is the
(Illustration Ne 82)

four tassels lie in the correct manner, falling over each of the
corners. Both the Hazon Ish (O.H. 3:12) and the Piske
Teshuvot (32) reconciled this problem in this manner.

151. This is the ruling of the Mishna Berura (11:79). The

Peri Megadim (Eshel Avraham 11:24) added that mov-
ing the tassel loop to the correct position does not infringe
upon the rule of ta’ase velo min he’asui even if the tzitzit
are rendered invalid while in the incorrect position. Sliding
the tassel loop over to the other side of the corner is not con-
sidered a fullfledged act of fashioning. It is not worse than
removing a hinged cover off a sukkah’s roof, in which
case the sukkah is kosher.

152. The Ginat Veradim (Gan Hamelekh #66, cited in the

Kaf Hahayim Sofer 11:50) states: “Some people re-
frain from adjusting the position of their tzitzit tassels on
Shabbat, considering to be an act of repairing the garment,
which is forbidden. In my opinion, there is nothing wrong
with making this small adjustment. This is not an act of re-
pairing the garment; we need only to adjust the position of
the hanging tassels depending on how the person wears the
tallit. It is no different than folding an ordinary garment
when draping it on one’s body so that it is worn correctly.”

153. The Magen Avraham (11:24, cited in the Mishna
Berura 11:73) explained that this is the practice of
the Karaites and that this is why it is forbidden. The
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57) When tying the initial knot connecting the four strands to the corner of the
tallit, it is recommended to make the loop slightly shorter than the distance
from the hole to the edge of the material. This will help prevent the loop from
slipping to the wrong side of the corner, so that while one wears the tallit the tassels are
draped over the corners and not hanging from the bottom of the tallit.'>* (lllustration Ne83)
As explained above in halakha 35, even if one makes the loop shorter than kesher godal,
the tallit is still kosher since the actual measure of the material in the corner from the hole

Keeping the
loop in the
correct
position

to the edge is kesher godal or more.

Adding
material to the
corners

58) Some Poskim ruled that it is forbidden to attach another piece of material
to the corner of a tallit where the tassels are attached to it. They argued that the

tzitzit must be in contact with the actual corner of the tallit, not with another

piece of material attached to the corner.

The halakha, however, is that it is permissible to attach material to the tallit’s corner. In
fact, the common custom is to reinforce the corners of a tallit by attaching a patch to each
one. This helps prevent the tallit from tearing. The patch, in the eyes of the halakha,
becomes part of the tallit itself. This patch can even be made of leather.

Levush (11:15), however, offered a different explanation,
suggesting that if the tassel is placed diagonally on the cor-
ner it is as if there are two tassels, one on either side of the
corner. If someone would position his tzitzit tassels in this
manner, he would be demonstrating that the garment really
needs eight tassels. It is therefore invalid.

154. Some Aharonim ruled that one should purposely tie

the tassel’s loop to be shorter than the distance
from the hole to the edge of the garment. This will help en-
sure that the tassel will remain on the correct side of the gar-
ment so that it lays across the corner instead of hanging
below it. This follows the ruling of the Leket Yosher (page

9), explaining that this was the practice of the author of
Terumat Hadeshen. This was the practice of the Hazon Ish
and other Aharonim, as cited in the Piske Teshuvot (foot-
notes 154 and 158).

Other Aharonim questioned the correctness of this
practice since it may be that by tying the loop in this
manner it will be considered as if a section of the corner is
missing, making the hole too close to the garment’s edge.
See the comment of the Haye Adam (Nishmat Adam 11:3)
and the Piske Teshuvot (footnote 156). Mainstream hala-
kha, however, does not consider this to be a problem, as
explained above in halakha 35.




