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Fashioning the Tassel - Siman 11
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Length of the
tassels

47) It was explained above in halakha 21 that the eight strands in each tassel
must have a length of at least twelve godalim (24 centimeters/ 9.4 inches). If

someone does not have a strand long enough to wind the customary number of
coils and still have enough slack to equal that length, he may follow the alternative
custom, winding only twenty-six loops (ten, five, six and five) so that the strand will still
be long enough. This solution may be employed even on a tallit gadol. Regarding a tallit
katan, this is a valid custom even when it is not needed.

Knotting after
each turn

Tying knots
equidistant

48) The custom of Sefardic Jews is to knot the strand after each coil. This helps
to keep the loops intact and distinct."* (Illustration Ne75)

49) Some Poskim taught that the beauty of the tzitzit tassel is enhanced if all
the knots are equidistant from one another. To achieve this, some people wind

the first group of loops loosely, leaving some space between each one. They
then wind each subsequent group of loops successively closer together, so that the section
with seven loops is as long as the section with thirteen loops. This is not essential,
however, and the Arizal did not bother to mention this detail.'*®

145. The Perisha (11:17) complained that it is wrong to tie
the strand after winding each loop since it might be
considered adding to the number of knots one is supposed
to tie on the tassel. Nevertheless, the Ma’amar Mordekhai
(11:77) testified that the common custom is to tie the strand
after winding each loop. He noted that this custom was
mentioned by Harav Yaakov ben Habib (author of En
Yaakov) and cited by Maran in the Ber Yosef (11:14). Rav
Yaakov emphasized that tying the strand in this way is
not considered adding to the number of required knots in
the tassel. Therefore, the Ma'amar Mordekhai declared
that the common custom is definitely acceptable and pre-
sents no halakhic problems. This is cited in the Halakha
Berura (page 74) and the Piske Teshuvot (footnote 213).
Nevertheless, Ashkenazic Jews do not follow this custom.

146. This custom is mentioned by Rabbenu Asher (Hilkhot
Tzitzit #15). Tt is cited in the Bet Yosef, the Magen

Avraham (11:21) and the Mishna Berura (11:68). The
Lehem Hamudot, however, testified that Harav Shelomo
Molkho was not careful to fashion his tzitzit tassels in this
manner. The Kaf Hahayim Sofer (11:48) likewise pointed
out that there is no mention of this practice in Sha'ar
Hakavanot. The Halakha Berura (page 272, Sha'ar
Hatziyun 134) testified that the common custom among
Sefardic Jews is not to follow this practice.

Kesher godal between knots

The Magen Avraham (11:21, cited in the Mishna Berura
11:68) cited the holy Zohar (Ra’ya Mehimna 228b) teaching
that one should leave a space as long as kesher godal
between each pair of overhand knots on the tassel. The Kaf
Hahayim Sofer (11:45), however, noted that the Arizal made
no mention of this. The Orhot Rabbenu (Vol. 111, page 188)
states that Harav Yaakov Yisrael Kanyevski did not follow
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Some people have another custom of dividing the loops into groups of three, leaving a
space between each group.'*’

50) If someone does not have enough time to fashion the tzitzit tassels with the
customary number of knots and loops (for example, it is Friday afternoon
shortly before sunset, or it is just before shaharit on a weekday and no other
tallit is available) he may form tzitzit tassels with the basic gedil of three loops and two
overhand knots, and then he may wear the tallit. It is best to begin with two overhand
knots and then wind three loops and tie two more overhand knots. This is because some
Poskim ruled that the first knots are the genuine Torah requirement. On another occasion
when he has more time, he should fashion the tassels according to his custom [so that the
tassels are one-third gedil and two-thirds petil]. If he fails to do this even when he has the
time, he is guilty of disobeying our Sages’ rules.'*

When pressed
for time

51) Some Poskim ruled that it is important to have all the eight strands of each
tassel of equal length. This looks neater and it beautifies the mitzvah. (Illustration
No79) If the strands are of different lengths, the tassels is still kosher. Likewise,
in order to beautify the mitzvah one should use strands of medium thickness, and not thin

Uniform
length and
thickness

this stringency. See the Halakha Berura (page 272, Sha’ar
Hatziyun 136).

147. This is the teaching of the Arizal in Sha'ar Hakavanot

and it is cited in Harav Zalman’s Shulhan Arukh
(11:31), the Hesed La'alafim and the Kaf Hahayim Sofer
(11:47). The procedure is as follows: In the first section,
one winds three loops, leaves a short space and winds three
more loops. After leaving another short space, one winds a
single loop, ties two overhand knots and then winds two
more loops before leaving another short space. (In this
way, the single loop is counted together with the two to
form a threesome, although they are interrupted by the

two overhand knots.) One continues with this pattern, so
that the first section is divided into 3, 3 and 1, the second
section into 2, 3 and 3, the third section into 3, 3, 3 and 2,
and the fourth section into 1, 3, 3, 3 and 3. This gives one
a total of thirty-nine revolutions divided into thirteen /Au-
Iyot, plus five pairs of overhand knots.

The Sha’are Teshuva (11:10) commented that the
common custom does not follow this practice. The Mishna
Berura did not bother to mention it.

148. This was explained above in the footnote to halakha
45.




Beki’im Bahalacha 3

Fashioning the Tassel - Siman 11 146

vl LT N QOOTIR VAW DARN IR LDMY PIW
M7 1@ o mov) DWW L,QPT RYY 023y XY 07113 POINT NIWYY 10 (o novmy Y7 1IR3AT 2%
IR DR

s mmn INPTW THYW 2T ,Wp IR YD 102 MWY? BT W (0 nsvny 2°YY 133N 935 L33
0IWIPY RO 2 INPW 0MIMIR WIWI O7IRT AN TR O

IRW QY ,777 19°02 MR IRIANM /NCROX MIXN QW7 IR ,NY0R 2p1a 0N Punw amp WAl
xR nhuna ranwy” o1
NTRN ROX PIT IPOYR IR LD°0INT 93 NPWR MY 1Y ,3pI1a DING 10w NYn 0NN N

[y Y NI N9 ,HP DY MPY ) MK N Ao R rn axal G170

[N 7N N PD WR NSV 5Y URD AN 9 ) N0 2o srwe] VTR WWTD re mmn NAWA 1]7"[;'['7 °X,AD1NIw Wwp R

== COOO<=

like threads or thick like ropes. After winding all the loops and tying all the knots of the
tassel, one may cut the strands if they are longer than desired or if they are of uneven
lengths. Nevertheless, the tzitzit are not disqualified if the strands are of different lengths.

52) As mentioned above in halakha 20, many people have the custom of tying a
knot at the end of each tzitzit strand to prevent them from unraveling.
(Illustration Ne52) The custom of the Arizal [and Harav Hayim Vital] was to tie
these knots. Some Poskim, however, ruled that it is best not to do this [if the strands are
well-made and are unlikely to come unraveled].

Knots at the
end of each
strand

53) Before threading the tzitzit strands through the hole in the garment’s
corner, one must declare, “I am doing this for the sake of the mitzvah of
tzitzit.” This will be explained in full below in Siman 14, along with all the
halakhot pertaining to one’s intentions while fashioning tzitzit tassels.

Some people practice a stringency not to speak from the moment they thread the
strands through the hole until they complete the tassel with all its knots. If it becomes
necessary to speak during this time, however, one may be lenient.'*

Declaring
one’s
intentions

54) If someone sees on Shabbat that the knots of his tzitzit tassels are beginning
to come undone, he must not tighten them on Shabbat. (Illustration Ne80)
Tightening the knots might be an act of the melakha of kosher (tying).

Tightening
knots on
Shabbat

149. The responsa Minhat Yitzhak (Vol. IX, #8:6)

taught that the practice of the devout is not to in-
terrupt by speaking while tying tzitzit tassels onto a tal-
lit. This is because the tassel represents the lofty concept
of God’s Unity, as the Shulhan Arukh (11:14) explains.
In fact, there are those who refrain from unwinding a
tzitzit tassel since it is like erasing God’s Name, as men-
tioned above in halakha 46. Tying the tassel, therefore, is
symbolic to writing God’s Name, and the halakha is

(Y.D. 276) that it is absolutely forbidden to speak while
writing the Name.

In reality, however, tying tzitzit tassel is not the same as
writing God’s Name, nor is unwinding it the same as erasing
the Name, as explained above in halakha 46. Nevertheless,
it is meritorious to refrain from speaking while tying tzitzit
tassels since it symbolizes God’s Name and Oneness.

The Ta'ame Haminhagim (page 10) testifies that the
tzaddik Harav Pinehas of Koritz was careful not to speak




