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Fashioning the Tassel

Threading all  42) According to one opinion, all four strands must be threaded through the
fourstrands 2t hole at one time. (Illustration Ne70) If they are threaded one at a time, the first

three will be invalidated since they were threaded at a time when there were not
yet four strands. Adding the fourth strand afterward can no longer make the first three
kosher.

If the tzitzit tassel has already been made, or if it is very difficult to push all four
strands through at the same time, one may follow the lenient opinion that permits the
strands to be threaded one at a time. According to this second opinion, the issue of ta’ase
velo min he’asui does not apply in this case.
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43) The four strands should be threaded through the hole and pulled through it
so that there will be four strands hanging from both sides of the hole. (Tilustration
Ne71a) The strands should be pulled half way through so that they are equally
long on both sides of the hole. One strand (nicknamed shammash) should be much longer
than the others so that it can be used to wind the loops around the others to form the
tassel and still end up with a length of twelve godalim as explained above in halaka 21.
(Illustration Ne71b) When threading the strands through the hole, all the extra length of the
longer strand should be left on one side of the hole.

One longer
strand

44) Once the strands have been threaded through the hole, the person
fashioning the tassel holds four strands in each hand and ties the two groups of
strands together with two overhand knots. (Illustration Ne 72) Once this is done, it
is recommended that he tie one of the two groups (the group without the longer strand) in
a slipknot'' (Ilustration Ne73) so that throughout the procedure he can be certain that the
same four strands are in each of the two groups. Knowing this can influence the halakha
in case two of the strands become severed at any time in the future, as will be explained
below in Siman 12. After completing the tassel with all its knots, the slipknot should be
undone.

Keeping track
of the strands

141. It is important that the four strands be tied with a slip

knot rather than a regular knot. The Petah Hadevir
(12:2) explained that if they would be tied in a regular
knot it might infringe on the principle of ta’ase velo min

ment of the Kaf Hahayim Sofer (11:7). The Hazon Ish con-
curred with this stringency.

The responsa Har Tzevi (Vol. 1, #9), however, ruled

he’asui. This is because the four strands might gain the sta-
tus of one single strand if they are knotted together, and if
so the tassel would not be kosher until after one unties that
knot. But, when untying the knot and creating four strands
out of the “one,” the tassel has already been fashioned, and
so it is min he’asui. By using a slip knot, this problem is
avoided since it is not considered a real knot and the four
strands maintain the status of four strands. See the com-

leniently in this matter and permitted tying the strands
together with a regular knot. According to the Ma'yan
Omer (Vol. 1, page 36), Maran the Rishon Letziyon
concurred with the lenient opinion, but he agreed that it is
best to make no more than a slip knot. He pointed out that
the Petah Hadevir expressed some doubt about the validity
of using a slip knot as well, and therefore we should be
prudent and at least refrain from using a regular knot.




