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soudiers' tallit  14) If soldiers in a special unit are required to wear only camouflaged clothing
and may have no other colors showing, they should dye their tallit gadol and its
tzitzit to match the required color. If they are able to wear a white tallit katan
under their clothes, that is preferable. Otherwise, they should likewise dye the tallit katan
and its tzitzit.”? (Ilustration Ne 26)

Red tallit 15) One should avoid wearing a tallit dyed red, since red is symbolic of sin.

White, on the other hand, is symbolic of forgiveness and purity, as the verse
states (Yeshayahu 1:18), “1°3%° 39w D32 D2°Xvn P OX — even if your sins would be scarlet,
they will become [as white] as snow.””?

Aged orsoiled  16) It has become customary to continue wearing tzitzit even after the tassels
teiteit have become yellowed with age or grey with dirt, (Illustration Ne27) as long as

they were white at the time that they were attached to the tallit. This is certainly
the case if they can be laundered and restored to their pristine white condition. Even if
they become permanently stained by some colored beverage or ink, they are still
technically kosher for fulfilling the mitzvah of tzitzit and reciting the blessing for the
mitzvah.

72. In the footnote to halakha 12, it was explained that ac- 73. Rabbenu Bahye (comment to Bemidbar 15:38; Kad

cording to Maran one should always have the tzitzit Hakemah entry Tzitzit; cited by the Ru'ah Hayim
match the color of the garment to which they are attached, Palachi) stated that we are obligated to wear a tallit while
and that Sefardic Jews follow this ruling. Based on this, the praying. His source is the Talmud (Rosh Hashanah 17b)
Yalkut Yosef (page 123) ruled that when it is necessary, as in that teaches that God demonstrated to Moshe Rabbenu
the case of camouflaged soldiers, one may wear a colored how to pray to Him by wrapping Himself in a tallit like a
tallit with colored tzitzit. If he is an Ashkenazic soldier, he cantor, explaining, “Whenever the people of Yisrael sin,
should use white tzitzit on a colored tallit, unless this is pro- pray to Me in this manner and I will forgive them.” The
hibited. concept of God wrapping Himself in a tallit means that




Beki’im Bahalacha 3

Colored Tallit and Colored Tzitzit Strands - Siman 9 136

L1020 7Y ,T199% IR AYUT 217 NaRm IRD NPRIN AP WK D050 wiabh IR PR 0pn 201
MR 7 1@ 0 mow) INDW NI ,ITIAN TDN PPw MEn v yon Yo Yy IRt ww
[7 7y M MaYn 0 ©ME Mawn >pos] L7 1T1IRY
ANON P KYY PN RN INAN ORX PV Y 20 @y ams) 217 170 27 PR M
TonM ‘A% PRI LMK COR AT DWW IR TP TR awD IR WAPW 1971 31 YT
2 XoRPw an by oobos vboo obwb
IWRD DRI DWIATH WAYNNW MY AWM NNAAN 131 :(vn 1> »o) D'DYR? Ton 297 W M
,PPIN I ARTY AN 7PAN WEN L7190 quynM Awia wak y1pt 3 nbum 11 »wn
2173 IWNY IV DHYI ARI WIAY” 10 o oo 99) YARYD OO0 AT WY M L719%0Y Ranm
IRM IRMA

Nevertheless, if someone’s tallit has become soiled or stained with sweat, it is important
to launder it and restore its whiteness. Since we wear a tallit specifically in order to fulfill
the mitzvah, we should always make sure to give the mitzvah the respect it deserves. Our
Sages based this rule on the verse (Shemot 15:2), “¥1ax) 2% M — He is my God and 1 will
make things beautiful for Him.”

The Seder Hayom (Kavanat Tzitzit) teaches it this way: “It is recommended to make
sure to have nice, clean tzitzit and not one that is filthy or torn. Since we wear a tallit
specifically to fulfill the mitzvah, we must have a beautiful tallit to fulfill the concept of,
‘He is my God and I will beautify Him.””

In even stronger terms, the Hesed La’alafim (24:5) warned: “When people make sure to
dress in clothing as nice and stylish as they can afford, they ought to be embarrassed if
they at the same time use a faded, worn or torn tallit.

They will then be wrapped in shame,
while their excuse is quite lame.

They will be forced to accept the blame.
May Heaven spare us the pain!”

Stating it more succinctly, the Kaf' Hahayim Palachi (10:1) remarked, “Someone with
smart, neat clothes and an ugly-looking tallit will likely be punished severely.””*

He adopts the posture of forgiving our sins by enveloping one’s first concern should be Heaven’s honor. If someone

Himself in white.

74. Harav Moshe Hagiz (Mishnat Hakhamim #218) taught:

“A person must make sure to care for his soul’s honor
more than he cares for his body’s honor, since his soul is at-
tached to God Above. If someone honors his soul by study-
ing the Torah and performing mitzvot, he is at the same
time honoring the Blessed Holy One. In every instance,

honors his body with nice clothes, he must certainly honor
his Master by serving Him with a beautiful tallit and fine te-
fillin. If a person thinks this way, he will always be afraid to
sin and he will feel deep shame and pain over his past sins.

The responsa Teshuvot Vehanhagot (Vol. 111, #7) states
that ““if someone continues to wear a tallit that has become
filthy, he is guilty of belittling the mitzvah. It is possible that
he loses the credit for the mitzvah altogether, in fact.”
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Modemm-day  17) Nowadays, some people claim to have identified genuine tekhelet (Illustration
tekhelet Nel) and produce it for people to fulfill the mitzvah of tekhelet in their tzitzit.

Nevertheless, it is not at all certain that they have indeed found the real source
of tekhelet. For this reason, few of our generation’s leading Torah scholars have bothered
to acquire tzitzit with this supposed tekhelet. The correct course for ordinary people is to
emulate the practice of the Torah leaders of their generation.”

Wool from 18) It is commendable to make one’s tzitzit strands from sheep’s wool that was
reshithages— shorn specifically in order to fulfill the mitzvah of reshit hagez (separating a
portion of the wool to be given to a kohen).”®

75. For a brief overview of the supposed discovery of fe- hagez, instructing him to make tzitzit with them. This is

khelet in our time, see the preface to Siman 8. similar to the more well-known halakha about the bread

used for the mitzvah of eruv tavshilin, that it should be

76. The Michteve Torah (#43) includes a letter from the used for an additional mitzvah such as lehem mishne. In

Gerrer Rebbe, author of Imre Emet, to his son, author this case as well, since this wool had been used for the mitz-

of Lev Simha, explaining that he had sent him woolen vah of reshit hagez, it is commendable to use it for another
strands made from wool that had been pronounced reshit mitzvah such as tzitzit.




