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If One’s Tallit Falls Off - Siman 8

120

PDOY DIOAY XOW 75,12 QLYNAY M RV ,q0M NYON YW WY ANBw XY N°ow 1Yo1 LAl

LR71 71997 DY AIRT oy my an s g D172

172 19°DRY PIR? 1R NPV YD1 QUYNIY OTIPY 1YY 1721 12 quYNAY NvhY TR 1w n LT3
my P OYD 127 RPY ANWKIT NOI2 0 Y 12 quynm 1201 AT Y5 oy IRwl XY Nnx

[ND 7D 2MWNa 97) TN TPYRID AN GO

As above,
after musaf

53) If someone’s tallit fell off him after he had already completed the Amida of
musaf, he should not put it back on at all. In this way, he will avoid a situation

where he might be obligated to recite a blessing.” See above in halakha 51.

Tallit that fell
before putting
it on

54) If someone recited the blessing to put on his tallit and then it fell out of
both hands to the floor before he wrapped it around his body, he does not have

to repeat the blessing. He simply picks up the tallit and continues to perform

the atifa.”®

tallit katan, as explained by the Mahatzit Hashekel. Maran
the Rishon Letziyon added that the same would apply if
someone’s mezuzah fell off the doorpost — he must not
repeat the blessing when returning it to its place.

In his own handwritten glosses to Yabia Omer, Maran
the Rishon Letziyon noted that the Bet Barukh (Vol. 11,
kuntras hamezuzah, page 96) countered that one must
definitely repeat the blessing when putting on one’s tallit
after it falls off, and likewise one must recite a blessing when
returning a mezuzah that had fallen from its doorpost.
Apparently, he commented, this author was unaware of the
slew of Poskim cited here who ruled that one must not
repeat the blessing.

Besides the list cited by Maran the Rishon Letziyon, one
can add the Meme Shelomo Kimhi (8:14; page 21), the
Me'asef Lekhol Hamahanot (8:91) and the Or Letziyon (Vol.
I1, footnote to halakha 11 on page 279). The responsa Be'er
Moshe (Vol. VIII, #44) ruled that it is permissible to rely on
the ruling of the Shulhan Gavo'ah.

If the tallit falls off while one is reciting the Amida

The Od Yosef Hai (parashat Bereshit halakha 3) added
that if someone’s tallit fell off while he was reciting the
Amida and another person placed it back on him, he must

recite the blessing as soon as he completes the Amida. The
Mishna Berura (8:40) concurred with this. Their source for
this ruling is the Sheyare Kenesset Hagedola. See above in
halakha 26.

Nevertheless, our custom is not to repeat the blessing in
such a case, and this is the ruling of the Yalkut Yosef (page
101). If it is possible to find someone else who can recite the
blessing on one’s behalf, or if it is possible at least to think
the words of the blessing without pronouncing them, this is
recommended. In either case, one should handle the tzitzit
tassels at the time of the blessing.

55. This is the ruling of the Or Letziyon, as explained above
in the footnote to halakha 51.

56. This is the ruling of the Od Yosef Hai (parashat Bereshit

halakha 4). He added that if the person was standing
on a balcony porch when he recited the blessing and it
blew out of his hands, landing downstairs on the ground,
it might be that the interruption of going downstairs to
get it, or of signaling to someone else to pick it up and bring
it, necessitates a new blessing. Nevertheless, he must refrain
from repeating the blessing even in this case. He should only
think the words of the blessing without pronouncing them.
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Wearing One’s Tallit Overnight

55) If someone sleeps overnight while wearing his tallit, he must not recite a
new blessing over it in the morning, based on the principle of safek berakhot
lehakel. 1f it is his tallit katan, he can take care of the question by reciting the
blessing over his tallit gadol with this in mind. The common custom is to always use the
blessing recited on the tallit gadol to cover one’s tallit katan, as explained above in
halakha 24. If this person is not going to put on any other tallit during the day, he
nevertheless must not recite a blessing for the tallit that he has been wearing since the

No blessing in
the morning

previous day.”’

57. According to Rambam, we are not obligated at all to

fulfill the mitzvah of tzitzit at night. Even if someone
wears a four-cornered garment, he has no obligation to at-
tach tzitzit to it during the night. According to Rabbenu
Asher, the halakha is determined by the sort of garment
one is wearing. If it is a garment meant to be worn during
the day, the Torah obligates the person wearing it to have
tzitzit attached to it even during the night. If it is meant
to be worn at night, the person wearing it is not obligated
to attach tzitzit to it even if he wears it during the day.
This is explained fully below in Siman 18.

Based on this, Maran wrote in the Bet Yosef (Siman 8)
that if someone remains overnight wearing a tallit, Rambam
would rule that he must recite a blessing for it in the
morning since the mitzvah he began yesterday ended at
nightfall, and this morning it is a new mitzvah. According to
Rabbenu Asher, however, he has never stopped fulfilling the
mitzvah he began the day before, since he is wearing a
daytime garment and remained obligated to fulfill the
mitzvah of tzitzit through the night. The Arba’a Turim
ruled, therefore, that he must not repeat the blessing in the
morning.

Maran, however, then cited a responsum of Rabbenu
Asher ruling that one must repeat the blessing in the

morning even though one wore the tallit all night. He
explained that although this is a daytime garment and
the person wearing it is obligated to have tzitzit on it
even during the night, nevertheless each new day is a
new mitzvah of tzitzit warranting another blessing. Based
on this, Maran ruled (8:16) that if someone sleeps
overnight while wearing his tallit he must repeat the
blessing in the morning. He should handle the tzitzit
tassels while reciting the blessing.

Some Aharonim countered that Rabbenu Asher later
retracted the ruling he issued in that responsum. It might be,
they added, that the responsum was written for the sake of
someone who followed the opinion of Rambam. Therefore,
many Aharonim (Ben Ish Hai, Od Yosef Hai, Mishna Berura,
Kaf Hahayim Sofer) ruled that people must not recite a
blessing over a tallit that they wore overnight. One can solve
this problem by reciting the blessing over one’s tallit gadol
with this tallit in mind. Sefardic Jews generally recite the
blessing over the tallit gadol every day with the tallit katan
in mind, anyway, as explained above in halakha 24. Even if
someone plans not to wear a tallit gadol during this day, he
must nevertheless not recite a blessing for the tallit katan if
he wore it overnight.




