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three times even in this case, he will receive a special blessing from Heaven. See below in
halakha 116.

Walking 79) The harmful force contaminating one’s hands in a restroom is weaker than
fv';‘;:fn"gef:’;:ds the one contaminating one’s hands after sleeping since in the latter case one’s

soul is exposed to “the flavor of death.”” Therefore, after exiting a restroom one
may walk farther than four cubits before washing hands, whereas upon waking up in the
morning this is forbidden as explained above in halakha 44. Also, upon waking up in the
morning one must pour the water on one’s hands over a container and not onto the ground,
as explained above in halakha 24, but after exiting a restroom one may pour the water on
one’s hands over the ground. It is important, however, that everyone wash each of his
hands three times alternately after exiting a restroom, and to use at least revi’it of water.

assomas  80) After exiting a restroom, one should wash hands as soon as possible in
poesible order to dispel the harmful force contaminating one’s hands. It is likewise

important to recite the blessing of asher yatzar immediately after exiting the
restroom, for if one waits and then has the urge to relieve himself again, he will lose the
opportunity to recite the blessing. See below in Siman 7:14.

Responding to~ 81) If someone relieved himself and, at the moment he exited the restroom, he

besingsheard someone reciting kaddish or Kedusha before he had a chance to wash his
hands, he should wipe his hands clean on his clothes and respond to the
kaddish or Kedusha as necessary.>*®

226. Even upon waking up in the morning and before per- rule upon exiting a restroom. See below in halakha 97 for
forming netillat yadayim, this is the halakha as ex- the rule concerning someone who heard kaddish or
plained above in halakha 48. If so, this is certainly the Kedusha while trimming his nails.
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82) After exiting a restroom, it is permissible to touch one’s body openings, such
as one’s eyes, ears, nose and mouth, before washing one’s hands. In fact, this is
permissible even while one is in the restroom. It is forbidden to touch them only
upon waking up before performing netillat yadayim, since at that time one’s hands are
contaminated with a powerful harmful force. Nevertheless, if someone is stringent about
this he will receive a special blessing from Heaven. Above in halakha 40 it was explained
that one should avoid touching food after exiting a restroom until one washes hands.

Touching
body openings

83) It is permissible to recycle the water that had been used to wash hands after
exiting a restroom. One may wash the floor with that water or use it to water
plants, unlike the halakha regarding water used for the morning netillat
yadayim.**’

Reusing water
after washing
hands

84) One should not wash netillat yadayim to eat bread at a sink in a restroom.
If one has no other choice, one may be lenient and rely on those Poskim who
permitted it.>*® See more about this above in halakha 55. This was explained in
the Yalkut Yosef Berakhot Vol. 1, 165:4.

Netillat
yadayim in a
restroom

227. The Yesod Veshoresh Ha'avoda seems to equate the

hand washing after exiting a restroom and the morn-
ing netillat yadayim. In light of this, the responsa Salmat
Hayim was asked whether or not it is permissible to reuse
the water after washing one’s hands upon exiting a re-
stroom. He replied that there is no basis to be stringent in
this matter. It is enough to observe the rules that the
Shulhan Arukh presented, adding that especially when water
is scarce there is no reason for stringency.

As explained above in halakha 78, it is technically
sufficient to wash hands only once, and so even though the
common custom is to wash three times, it certainly is
permissible to reuse the water [used for the second and third
rinsing].

228. Some Poskim ruled that modern Western restrooms
have the status of the Persian latrines described in
the Talmud (Berakhot 26a; Shulhan Arukh 83:4), and there-
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As above 85) If a solid partition, at least 80 centimeters (32 inches) high and at least 32
centimeters (13 inches) long, is erected in the restroom between the toilet bowl
and the sink, it is then permissible to perform netillat yadayim at that sink in
preparation for a meal.*?° Nevertheless, it is best to refrain from uttering any words of
prayer or Torah while in the restroom even behind the partition. [The blessing of a/
netillat yadayim should be recited outside the restroom.]

If, instead of a solid partition, a doorframe is erected between the toilet bowl and the
sink [which in halakha is considered the same as a solid wall although it consists of
nothing but the frame], this should not be relied upon to permit netillat yadayim at the
sink. Nevertheless, if there is no other place to perform netillat yadayim and it is possible
to erect no more than a makeshift door frame, one may do so.

Netillat
yadayim in a
bathroom

86) It is permissible to perform netillat yadayim in a bathroom that contains bath
facilities and a sink but no toilet. This applies both to the morning netillat
vadayim and to netillat yadayim in preparation for a meal. Nevertheless, one must
not recite the blessing of al netillat yadayim until after exiting the bathroom. If someone
always makes sure to perform netillat yadayim in the kitchen sink or a sink somewhere other
than a restroom or bathroom, he will receive a special blessing from Heaven.*** This was
explained in the Yalkut Yosef Berakhot English Edition Vol. 1, Siman 165:3.

fore they permitted netillat yadayim inside a restroom.
Maran the Rishon Letziyon (responsa Yehave Da’at Vol.
II1, #1), however, explained that in Persian latrines, the hu-
man refuse rolls away as soon as it is deposited, whereas in
modern toilets it remains in the bowl until the bowl is flushed.
Therefore, he ruled that one must not perform netillat ya-
dayim in a restroom, but that in a situation where no other
facilities are available one may rely on the lenient opinion.

229. Using a curtain as a partition
Above in halakha 85, it was explained that if a solid
partition is erected between the sink and the toilet bowl, one

may perform netillat yadayim in the sink. This is the ruling
of the Yalkut Yosef (page 442). The responsa Haye Halevi
(Vol. 1, #14) added that it is sufficient to simply hang a
curtain between the two facilities, as long as it is drawn taut
and cannot be moved by an average wind. It appears from
the Or Letziyon (page 23), however, that such a partition
would not be sufficient unless there is also a doorframe.

230. It is evident from the Talmud (Shabbat 41a) and the

Poskim (Ha'aguda on Shabbat, Magen Avraham 166,
Ateret Zekenim and Eliya Rabba 84) that no harmful spiri-
tual force contaminates a person who enters a bathhouse.
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In a train or
airplane

87) The restroom of a train or airplane is halakhically the same as any other
restroom. Nevertheless, since a traveler usually has no other place where to

wash his hands, he should put down the cover of the toilet seat?' and wash his
hands after using the toilet. Once he reaches the airport or train station, it is
recommended that he wash his hands again. This was partially explained in the Yalkut
Yosef Berakhot English Edition Vol. 1, Siman 165:5.

Exiting a Bathhouse or Bathroom

After bathing
in public
facility

88) After bathing in a public bathhouse, one must wash hands upon exiting. It
is necessary to wash hands only one time, but if someone is stringent and

washes each hand three times after bathing he will receive a special blessing
from Heaven. The same applies to someone who bathes in a household bathroom or who
immerses in a mikveh.>** After bathing, one may wash hands under a running faucet since

the harmful force in this case is weak.

This is true even of a public bathhouse, even though it is
considered a filthy place and it is forbidden even to think
about Torah subjects while inside. A household bathroom
certainly harbors no harmful forces. This is especially so
in Western society since the bathroom is used for a number
of activities other than bathing. Therefore it is permissible
to perform netillat yadayim inside a bathroom, provided it
has no toilet facilities. This is the ruling of most contempo-
rary Poskim.

231. The Yalkut Yosef states that one should cover the toi-

let seat, but it is not clear what one gains by doing so.
If the room is home to harmful spiritual forces, it will re-
main so whether the seat is open or shut. Even according
to the Or Letziyon, who ruled that only the toilet bowl itself

is contaminated but not the entire restroom, it should make
no difference if the seat cover is up or down. Indeed, the
Piske Teshuvot (page 54, footnote 187) argued with the Or
Letziyon and insisted that it will not help to cover the toilet
seat. Actually, the Or Letziyon never issued such a ruling.

232. After swimming in a pool

The Yalkut Yosef (page 392) ruled that after bathing in a
swimming pool it is not necessary to wash hands, since the
pool is not considered a grimy place like a public bathhouse.
The rule is the same for both indoor and outdoor pools.
This is especially so if the pool is equipped with a water filter
or otherwise kept clean.

Above in Siman 3:44, it was explained that if someone
immersed in the mikveh of the Arizal he must wash his






