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If someone needs to go to a public restroom and realizes that he can hear Torah
conversations clearly from inside, he may nevertheless remain in the restroom and take
care of his needs. It is not his fault that these sounds come to his ears. He should attempt
not to pay attention to the conversations, however, by concentrating on his household
affairs or other secular subjects. Alternatively, he can try plugging his ears with his fingers
so that he will not hear those conversations.

The officers in charge of a synagogue are responsible to see to it that bad odors do not
reach the inside of the sanctuary, especially not while the congregation is praying.

Thunder or
lightning

34) If someone was in a restroom, but he had not relieved himself or touched
any body parts that require hand-washing, and he heard a thunderclap or he
saw a lightning bolt, he may exit the restroom and recite the appropriate
blessing if he can do so within a second of the thunder or lightning. Likewise, if someone
was walking along a street polluted with sewage when this happened and he would be able
to leave the polluted area within a second of the thunder or lightning, he should do so and
recite the blessing. If more than a second passes by the time he arrives in a clean place, he
must not recite the blessing.

If someone’s hands are soiled or if he had touched parts of his body that are normally
clothed, he must cleanse his hands before he may recite any blessing. If he can quickly

about it. If he knows about this in advance, he should try to
avoid using that restroom if possible. Although the halakha
is that one is not responsible for things that he cannot avoid,
as Maran ruled in the Bet Yosef (Siman 85), a person is
expected to take steps to prevent these unavoidable
situations. See the Birke Yosef (85:6), the Mishna Berura
(85:8), the Kaf Hahayim Sofer (85:5) and the Ma’or Yisrael
(comment on Ta’anit 20b).

Although Harav Hayim Palachi ruled that it is
forbidden to construct a restroom adjacent to a synagogue

so that people will not be forced to hear the prayers while
they are using the restroom, he would agree that if
someone finds a synagogue built in that way he may use
its restroom if he has no other restroom available in the
vicinity. In his responsa Lev Hayim (Vol. 111, #6), he ruled
clearly that even if someone knows that he will hear the
Torah reading while in the restroom he may enter it if he
needs to use it. It is not his fault that he hears the Torah
reading.
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rinse them in water or rub them on some other cleansing surface and recite the blessing
within one second of the thunder or lightning, he should do so. Otherwise, he may not
recite any blessing at all. See more about this in the Yalkut Yosef Berakhot (Siman 227:15)
and the footnote there.

35) Ideally, one should make sure to be in a clean place [where it is permissible
to recite prayers and Torah verses] whenever performing a mitzvah. When one
has no other choice, however, it is possible to fulfill a mitzvah even in a place
polluted with sewage. For example, if someone is locked in a prison cell and he is forced to
relieve himself in the cell, he may perform the mitzvah of lulav and etrog, or that of
separating teruma and ma’asarot from the produce he eats. He may not recite any
blessings, however.

In such a situation, the prisoner may certainly perform the mitzvah of giving charity or
doing favors for others, since those mitzvot can be fulfilled without thinking about
spiritual matters.'*® In fact, one may always make plans for performing the mitzvah of
giving charity even in places where one may not think about Torah topics, such as in the
inner chamber of a public bathhouse.'”!

Performing
mitzvot

150. Maran the Rishon Letziyon came to this conclusion
after a lengthy discussion in responsa Yabia Omer
(Vol. VI, Y.D. #29). He cited proof for his ruling from the

give charity in unclean places, because that mitzvah may be
performed without thinking of any spiritual or halakhic
matters. The essence of giving charity is to assist the poor

Talmud Yerushalmi (Demai 1:4) that permits one to sepa-
rate the ma’asarot from demai produce even while in a pub-
lic bathhouse since no blessing is required for that mitzvah.
Therefore, it is permissible to perform any mitzvah even in a
place polluted with sewage if one lacks the opportunity to
perform it elsewhere, but it is forbidden to recite the blessing
in such a place. He added that it is certainly permissible to

person, and the recipient of the charity does not care what
the giver is thinking as he gives the charity. See the Yalkut
Yosef Yom Tov English Edition (footnote on page 60) and
Yalkut Yosef Sukkot English Edition (page 283).

151. The Ben Ish Hai (parashat Vayetze halakha 16) ruled
that it is forbidden to make plans for performing a
mitzvah while in the inner chamber of a public bathhouse.
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Respecting
Torah books

36) One must take great care to respect the sanctity of one’s Torah books. If
someone does not treat them with respect, he will end up being disgraced by

others as a punishment for his disgracing the Torah, as the Torah states
(Bemidbar 15:31), “n12’7 727 °2 — he has disgraced the Word of God.” Therefore, one must
never keep a child’s potty in a room containing Torah books, allowing the odor to
permeate the area where the books are shelved.'>?

Respecting
Shabbat lights

The custom is to avoid exposing the nakedness of little children where the
Shabbat lights have been kindled. Anyone who fails to be careful about this

might be guilty of disgracing the mitzvah. Even if the child is some distance
from the Shabbat lights, it must be avoided if their light shines on the child’s nakedness.

Carrying
Torah books
in pockets

37) It is best to refrain from entering a restroom while a Torah booklet is in
one’s pocket. Instead, one should place the booklet down outside the restroom

and then enter it. If one is in a non-Jewish establishment and it is not possible

Specifically, he ruled that one must not makes plans about
giving charity, preparing for Shabbat, planning one’s suk-
kah, lulav, matzo or other such mitzvot.

Maran the Rishon Letziyon (Halikhot Olam Vol. 1, page
44) challenged this ruling, citing the passage of the Talmud
Yerushalmi, as mentioned in the previous footnote. In light
of this, even while in the bathhouse it is permissible to
decide to whom one wishes to give charity and how much to
give.

Furthermore, Harav Avraham Danzig (Haye Adam-
Nishmat Adam 3:2) deduced from Rabbenu Yona (Sha'are
Teshuva) that although it is forbidden by the Torah to speak
about Torah topics while in a place polluted by sewage, the
Torah does not forbid thinking about Torah topics in such
places. That is forbidden by our Sages only. If so, it can be
permitted when absolutely necessary.

In the Yalkut Yosef Sukkot English Edition (footnote on
page 51), it is explained that it is permissible to think in a
bathhouse about one’s practical plans to construct a

sukkah, but it is forbidden to review the various halakhic
opinions about the construction of a sukkah.

152. 1In the Mishna Berura (Bi'ur Halakha Siman 83), the

author related that he was peeved to find a family
who kept a bedpan under a bench in a closet used as a
restroom, while the stench of the bedpan’s contents perme-
ated the entire room outside that closet, despite the fact that
their Torah books were stored in that same room. That
homeowner received his due punishment, for his son left
the ways of the Torah and mitzvot, and the homeowner’s
reputation was disgraced as a result. This is what our
Sages taught (Avor 4:6), “Whoever disgraces the Torah
will be disgraced among people.”

Maran the Rishon Letziyon (Anaf Etz Avot, page 260)
wrote likewise that this Mishnah applies to someone who
fails to give Torah books the respect they deserve. This
includes someone who has marital relations in a room
containing Torah books without covering them properly or
someone who places a child’s soiled potty in that room.
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to leave the booklet unattended, however, one may take it into the restroom while it is

hidden within one’s pocket. If possible, one should first wrap the booklet in a plastic bag.
It is permissible to enter a restroom while carrying a portrait of a Torah scholar. Such

portraits have no sanctity. Nevertheless, one must never treat them disrespectfully.

Rules Pertaining to Restrooms

Food in a 38) One should avoid bringing any food or beverages into a restroom, even if
restroom they are in a sealed container. The restroom may not be used as a storage room
for canned goods. If food was taken into a restroom, however, it may still be
eaten even if it would be no great loss to throw it out. If someone has food in his pocket
and he has nowhere to put it when he goes to the restroom, he may enter the restroom
even though the food is in his pocket.
If unwrapped fruit was taken into a restroom, it should afterward be rinsed three times
before anyone eats it. If the food item is one that cannot be rinsed in water, it may be
eaten as is. Anyone who refrains from eating food that had been taken into a restroom,

however, will receive a special blessing from Heaven.'>

153. Maran the Rishon Letziyon (responsa Yabia Omer In responsa Yabia Omer (Vol. IV, #5), Maran the
Vol. 111, #1:10) cited the Shalme Tzibbur ruling that Rishon Letziyon ruled that if the food is wrapped, it may be

the harmful forces that reside in a restroom infects a per- eaten after it is removed from the restroom. If it is not

son’s hands but it does not infect the water taken into the wrapped, it should be rinsed three times to remove the

restroom. Harav Hayim Palachi and Harav Yosef Hayim, harmful forces from it. If this is not possible, we may rely on

however, maintained that the harmful forces do infect that the opinion of the Shalme Tzibbur who ruled that the
water or any food taken into the restroom, rendering harmful forces do not infect foods taken into a restroom.
them forbidden. This was explained in the Yalkut Yosef  Besides, some Aharonim ruled that in modern times no
Berakhot English Edition (Siman 160:32). harmful spiritual forces exist. In any case, if the adults






