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Kaddish
Kaddish — How Many?
Kaddish 1) The Ge’onim taught that our daily prayers must include no less than seven
towanme  Tenditions of kaddish, based on the verse (Tehillim 119:164), “I praise you
day seven times daily.” According to the Arizal, the prayers must include twelve

renditions of kaddish, including six during shaharit, two during minha, and four during
arvit. The common custom is to recite a third kaddish during minha after the passage of
Lamnatze’ah, making a total of thirteen during the three daily prayers.

Ashkenazic Jews recite kaddish after Alenu of each prayer, since there are several verses
included in its text. Most Sefardic Jews do not recite kaddish after Alenu, but the custom
of Mo3r§)ccan Jews and of some Tunisian communities is to recite the half-kaddish after
Alenu.

380. The custom of the daily seven renditions of kaddish is one before the blessings of the Shema, one before the

first recorded by the Shibole Haleket, cited in the Bet Amida, one after the Amida, and one before Alenu. In
Yosef. According to the Arizal, cited by the Kaf Hahayim many communities a third kaddish is recited during minha
Sofer (55:1), we must attend at least twelve renditions of between Lamnatze’ah and Alenu. That makes a total of
kaddish each day. That includes six during shaharit — one thirteen, corresponding to the Thirteen Attributes of
before Hodu, one before Yotzer or, one after the Amida, Mercy. The Kaf Hahayim adds that whoever worships
one after Uva leTziyon, one before Kave el Hashem, and with joy and concentration, feeling a thrill for the
one before Alenu. During minha we recite one kaddish powerful effects of each element of the prayers, is indeed
before the Amida and one after it. During arvit, we recite fortunate.
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Besides reciting kaddish as part of the daily prayers, we recite the kaddish of Yehe
shelama after chanting a passage from the Written Torah, and we recite the kaddish of a/
Yisrael after studying the Oral Torah. It is incorrect to recite the kaddish of a/ Yisrael
after reciting passages from the Written Torah. The common custom is to recite the
Mishnah of Ribbi Hananya ben Akashya omer ratza (Makkot 3:16) at the end of the study
session in the Oral Torah, and then to recite kaddish of al Yisrael*®' This will be
explained below, beginning with halakha 46, where the rules regarding the mourner’s
kaddish are presented.

If there were less than ten people present during the Torah-learning session, but others
arrived after the session was over, it is best to repeat some of the Torah that the group

learned before they recite kaddish. This was explained above in Siman 55:15.

Avoid reciting
extra kaddish

2) Just as we must avoid reciting unnecessary blessings, we must take care not
to recite the kaddish too many times when it is unnecessary.*** Even so, if a

group of people chanted a portion of the Written Torah and wish to recite the

381. In a responsum, Rambam ruled: “Kaddish may be

recited only at the designated points of the prayers,
after studying a passage of the Torah, or a commentary
on it. We should not recite kaddish after reciting a
supplication such as those composed by Rav Saadya
Ga’on.” This ruling is cited by several Aharonim, as listed
in the Kaf Hahayim Sofer (55:4). The Hesed La’alafim
added: “Therefore it is incorrect for kaddish to be recited
after a circumcision ceremony unless it is prefaced by a
mizmor of Tehillim. The common custom is for the
congregation to recite the Mishnah of Ribbi Hananya ben
Akashya after studying the Oral Torah and then to recite
the kaddish derabbanan. After reciting a passage of the
Written Torah, the custom is to recite the verses of
Utshu'at tzaddikim Badonay and then to recite the kaddish
of Yehe shelama.”

Nowadays, the custom is to recite the verses of Utshu’at
tzaddikim Badonay after reciting mizmorim of Tehillim, but
not after chanting other passages from the Written Torah.
Whether or not the verses are recited, the kaddish of a/
Yisrael is recited only after a session devoted to the study of
the Oral Torah. See the Halakha Berura (page 192).

382. The source for this ruling is a handwritten responsum

cited by the Kenesset Hagedola (gloss to the Arba’a
Turim). The responsa Devar Shemuel (#183) likewise
complained about those who repeat the kaddish several
times by breaking up a Torah-learning session into several
parts. Instead, he ruled, the group should recite one
kaddish for all the passages from the Written Torah that
they recite, and one kaddish for all the passages from the
Oral Torah that they study. The Kaf Hahayim Sofer (55:8)
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kaddish of Yehe shelama, and afterward they study a portion of the Oral Torah together,
they may afterward recite the kaddish of A/ Yisrael. The same is true if they first studied
the Oral Torah and then chanted a portion of the Written Torah. In these cases, they are
not guilty of reciting an unnecessary kaddish [since each kaddish applies to the portion of

Torah that they just studied].

Therefore, in some communities the custom is to recite the kaddish of A/ Yisrael after a
Torah-study session, and then to recite a number of Psalms from Tehillim, followed by the
kaddish of Yehe shelama. This is likewise the common practice during the nights of

Shavuot and Hosha’na Rabba.

Responding to Kaddish

Concentrating
on the words’
meaning

3) It is imperative to concentrate on the meaning of one’s words when
responding to kaddish, especially since our Sages promised that: ““Heaven will

rip up any sentence of punishments for anyone who responds, ‘Amen, Yehe

added that the ruling of the Hesed La’alafim and the Ben Ish
Hai concurred with this ruling.

The half-kaddish before arvit

Based on the above, the Halakha Berura (page 194)
ruled that when a congregation joins for a Torah-learning
session in the evening followed by arvit, once they recite the
kaddish of Al Yisrael at the conclusion of the learning
session they should not recite another half-kaddish before
arvit. Instead, they should continue directly with Vehu
rahum.

In fact, this was the daily practice of Maran the Rishon
Letziyon, as the Yalkut Yosef testified (Siman 237).
Nevertheless, it is difficult to understand the connection
between this issue and the halakha of avoiding the repetition
of kaddish unnecessarily. That halakha applies to people
who repeat the same type of kaddish for the same purpose
unnecessarily. In this case, the first kaddish is connected to
the Torah-learning session, while the second half-kaddish is
connected to the arvit prayer. It is no worse than reciting

one kaddish after reciting passages from the Written Torah
and then another kaddish after studying the Oral Torah.

Apparently, the opinion of Maran the Rishon Letziyon
was that, since the group recites the first kaddish only
moments before beginning arviz, the one kaddish can serve
both purposes. This was likewise the opinion of Harav
Mordekhai Shar’abi and Harav Ben Tziyon Abba Shaul, as
testified in the Tif’eret Tziyon (p. 349).

This ruling applies when the congregation continues
after the kaddish directly into arvit. If there is an
interruption, they should recite the half-kaddish before
beginning arvit. Harav Meir Mazuz (Makor Ne'eman)
issued a similar ruling regarding arvit on Friday evening:
After the rabbi’s Torah lecture, the cantor should go
directly to the half-kaddish preceding Barekhu. If people
in the congregation insist on reciting the kaddish of A/
Yisrael after the lecture, they should schedule another
section of the prayers such as Lekhu neranena or Shir
Hashirim after the congregation’s kaddish, and then the
cantor repeats the verse of Edutecha and recites the half-
kaddish. See also Shema Shelomo (Vol. VIIII, Y.D. #7).





